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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN TH~ 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MI:-IES 
(SRRI SUKHDEV PRASAD) : \&) ki 
a result of survey being conducted 
by the Dirl!Ctorate of GE'Ology and 
Mining. Go\'emment of Uttar Prade.sh 
·~nth the &5Sistance of United Natior.s 
Development Programme, eopper d e-
posits of low grade have so tar bten 
disC"overed near P1snari and Sonra. 
Village in Mahroni Tehs1l of Lahtput 
district. The investigation of the area 
is continuing by detailed mapping, 
drilling. Ge<.1phys1cal and Geo-chemi-
cal surveys. 

(b) The invetti1tabons so far earned 
out indicate poss1b11ity of lead-zinc 
mineralization also in the area. 

(c) The work is expected to be carn-
pleted by 19?6 with the assistance of 
the U.N D.P. The above depasit.s are 
being examined in df'tafl on the basis 
of surv".s conducted 10 tar and at 
thia state it cannot be salcl whether 
these deJ>olita can be taken up for 
~xtraction ot metala. 

"'0 """" l1W fqpf\wt : t ll'tft' 
""~ ~ q: ~ ~" i filr im 
wf\A; ~ Ifft "1IT ~ .nt 'ff•~ 
brf~ Iii)' "1l'f WR •'I' 1'iTif if ~A'"fl 
~ m ~~~~'fl sr;'lf "1~"'. 
'll1 ~'f '1"!1fnsr. ~ -.rr~ n i:r Utlfi , 
it 'l'fJlll' 'l!T ri i 

tft ~ Wit : '3l'gT ~ ~r 
~hrift• 1'>1' ::.rrR lf.T ~ ~ {if' if 
~ ~r,. T17f :m t ~ ~znll\'Tf:irr.l:f 
'fi af'f; ~fi-irr ~" i\' u·r ~{I'~ llf 
lfit ~ t I 'l'I' lf ~ q ;i-if f ~!fi'f 
~ lfT ~t t f~ JT~ ~ ·:rr~ fl'rr-
f ~~ ~ 7'f if. HT ~r itr ~ffr ornr 
t f:ir'I' ~t ~!'!' 1'>7 ::-... 1'il i:•n f"fi f , _ 
m-.~q lf;r lfzn G'7' ?-~ ~ «r ~°" 
tl 7WT *' I ~ ll1fi ;;fr !fl'fT ~ ~ 'a"f 
it m 'l>fr .~rr fl'qyf:;i~q ~. m 1fr -p; 

11'>1' 'ii •ir ~ i:r tr <gr t "·' "3"lil~ 
t f 1'i I 9 i 6 "f\li '?if 'f.T 'f1f ~ ~ 
wt ~1\T I 

Workers Rendered Jobless dae to 
Po"' er bhortace in West Bellpl 

+ 
• 169 SHRI S N SINGH DEO. 

DR SARADJSH ROY: 

Wtll the Minister of LABOUR 
bf' pleased to state: 

Ca) whether one lakh worker& were 
rer.rlP1ed jobles~ duf' to power 
Shortage in the State ot West Bengal 
m J9i3-74; 

lb > whethf'r lock-out and lay.oft 
in the mills and factories in the State 
•re Cl)nhnuin1· 

<cl if 11<>, the step1 bein1 taken b)' 
the Un10n Goverrrment to Im.prove 
upon the labour unrett in the State; 
and 

<dl the extent to whleh VnfoJl 
Govern~nt have alrffd to tielp tbe 
State in th.I, regard? 
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IQ J)RiUTY MINlSTD IN THE (b) The supply and transport of 
llllMJJ11lY OF LABOUll (Slllll c ... al to the major 'l'nenual 
BALGOVIND VERMA) : (a) to (d). Stationt are beiG1 continually 
A statement Is laid on tbe Table of monitored in order to e1u1Ue 
U. HOllM, adequate supplies. 

(a) Accordin1 to the provialonal 
Information made available by the 
Government of Wett Benpl, some 
time 110, the position re1ardin1 the 
number o1 caaes and the number of 
penons laid 01Y due to power 1hona1e 
c1urln1 the years 1973 and 1974 (upto 
Kay, 1974) was H followa: 

y,ar 

1973 <P)· 

1974 tP)• • • 
(.1pt0 Ma\, 19"-'' 

•p Provi~1onal 

No. of 
caan 

122 

N o. uf 
pc~nn' 

l11d oft' 

(b) Information ie being cullected 
and will be laid on the table of tho 
houae. 

(c) and tdl. Th<' Industrial Rela-
tions Machinery both at Centtc and 
thf' Stat<' «1ntinues to makf' efforts to 
minimiM work-stoppa&cl' ar:i1lnll from 
labour unrest thro111h informal dll-
NS111ons. <'Onl lh:.tion. adjud•cation or 
arh1tratiC''l n-1 ni-t'f'qary undf'r the 
existing stiitutory provisions and 
voluntary arranaemrnta. Government 
have also been t11kin1 all J>O•ible 
<1tf'PS to meet th ' i.1tuation :in&mg 
from the Power crisla. Some of the 
measuret taken by Government to 
m1ti1ate the 11hnrtair of powrr, which 
wnc announced by the Union Min-
i'ltt!r for lrrl••tlon and Pown in th• 
Lok Ssbha on February 28, 11173, in 
ronneMlon witb th• Calllng Attcn-
tio., Motion on the pawer crtsts. 
included: 

(a) The power ren•ration from 
the exlstln1 thermal powtt 
litaUOnt haV9 betl\ ltep\)ed 
uJ>to the maximum poulble 

esteDt. 

(c) Spare parta for the Thermal 
Units wluch are unot.r rePlUl' 
are bein& arranaect on priorit)' 
bas.is. 

(d) Captive plants of di~.el 1c.t1 
a1 e beina permitted to be 
mstalled by pnvate indua· 
tries. 

(e ) The commusionini C>( the 
various power generation 
schemes which are in an ad-
vunced stage of construction 
1s bem1 expedited. 

(f) The Statet have b..-en l'e• 
quested to set up implemen-
tation cel!A to monitor the 
progrea of projecta and over• 
come the bottlenecks. 

SHRI S. ~ SINGH DEO: l:l reply 
to part <a) o! my question, the ho:t. 
Minister has c1dmitted that dUe to 
power 5hortage, a larae nunib.•r of 
pt'rson1 were laid off both Jn 1973 and 
in 1974. Still the power sh~rtqe i.n 
t h<> gi,.te i« <'ontinuinJt and in 11pite of 
govei nment i-ffort, nn improvement 
has been noticed. I1 Governn.e..it 
th1nkinJl of gi\'ln1 the r«trPnched 
wol'kc1 i: alternative Jobs till t'le p.:iwer 
rr111is i~ O\'er? 

Also since the procedure for t !:>lV• 
lnJl Jabour diaput~ by Teferencc t? 
tribunals i~ \•ePy timc-c<>n!IUlUing, wm 
Government df'vi~ 11 sPffdv method 
to resol\·e these disputes and 
stren~hen the exlstina mac'linery '° 
that labour unrelt in the State ii 
removed? 

SRRI BALGOVlND VERMA: The 
hnn mrber wants th11t thOSe penoni. 
who bave been laid off should be 
provided with altentati•e )lbs. Jh 
knows that th~ ia a temporary dab': 
the!!e people are laid off tor a ~ 
ehort period Of time. Theftlore, tt 
I• not poaible to 11•• them elt.emt-
tlve jobl. What the Govenuneat ti 
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dol111 ls to lff that the1e ditflclUtiu 
do not occur. I have alread)' stated 
in the answer what the Governn1ent ii 
doin1 in this recard to overcot11e the 
ex11tin1 shortage of electrlc1L v ll1 t!he 
t!ltate. The Government of India are 
allO looldn1 into it and they will lbe 
helplnl the State Government to the 
extent it is J)Ollible. 

SHRI S. N. SINGH DEO: In reply 
io partJ (c l and (d) of the q .. cstion, 
the hon. Minister hu ai\'en r.n 
account of whot Governtnenl i'J doing 
in this direction. But I am snr)· to 
A y that in spite of all these steps 
taken, we find that in ~he ca~~ of 
power 1enerating units manaaed by 
the prh·ate sector. Tatu. Hind.aku ond 
other• they work 80-90 per cent 
whereas in the case of 1over11mr.nt· 
mana1ed units. it is less than 50 per 
cent. So what steps have been t.,ken 
to brine these units uPto the mark in 
production. 

H~ has alao given an aero.int of the 
different steps taken. nut my per· 
aonal experience is that coal which is 
bei.nl 1upplied to these gcner1atlna 
stations ls s0me time of very inferior 
and as a result the power 1enerating 
ltations are not in a position to give 
the maximum output. Further, poor 
maintenance of these power statioM 
is allo beinl noticed as .l result of 
which there are oca1ional brt:ilc-
downe. What steps Gover11mc r.l Is 
takinl llO that such thinp might no\. 
recur in future! 

SHRI BALGOVIND VERMA: Aa 
the bon. member knows. we are con-
cerned with lay-o4, not with power 
1en,.ratlon. 

SHRI S. N. SINGH DEO. lt relatea 
to labour interest alao. 

SHIU BALGOVIND VERMA: The 
.. tier relate. •tinl1 to the Cu\•em· 
IDmt 9' Welt 8encat 'Ibey ban told 
UI that th97 an taktnl ltepa to Ne 
tllat the senenu.. of power ii~ 
up. Thi• II what •• can ..,. ln tlMt 
matter. 

·SHRI l!IOMNATH CRA'n'llUD: 
Will he stay for a week in CaJeaMa 
and 11ee how difficult the politJion II? 

SHRI BALGOVIND VERMA: l'olr 
that, he should acldte11 3 1,1ues\ion lo 
the Ministry of Power ,n.:i lrrialtioo. 

SHRI SOK.NATH CHATTr.RJlll:: It 
11 joint reaponatbllity. 

SHRI BALGOVIND VERMA: Jomt 
responsibility ii there. Aa I said 
e.arlier, we have drawn •J,.: MllcntiaD 
oC the Government of Weitt ~Dial to 
the shortage of power 1ene1·atio,> in 
the State and they have told U1 that 
they would be takln1 cve,·y poaibl<' 
step to see that the Installed capacity 
of power is achieved. They are ~oinl 
their best in the mattc.-r. They are 
also lookin1 into whate\·er piana are 
under construrtion. Apart from that 
th<'y have rationalised the diltribu-
tion of power 90 that 1horl.ai;e i& not 
felt in a particular aector alone. 

DR. SARADISH ROY: Part Cc) of 
the question refer8 to the steps beinl 
taken by the Union Gl)vernment to 
impro,·e upon the labour 11n.rest in tne 
State. So the question relatea to 
labour unrest and in a casual way the 
Minister replies and wa'll9 to aveid 
the question. From the 11.atement it 
is e\'ident that the average 1:1;, oft wu 
about 48,000 per month Jut 79M 
whllc the ft1ure for this year ia st.CIO'> 
per month. In April ont" in !ulc 
industry production came down from 
112,000 toanea to 78,000 lonnti, a 
fall of more thin 25 Pf'r cent. Mon 
than thirty per cent of th, wortera ll\ 
the jute industry were lni:f oft in one 
week. Even 1ut month th;} workers 
of Hiudllltan Ko\O~ wor~ laid oJ! 
due to shor&a1e of power. 'What 
1tep1 ii the Labour Kinl•ttr taklnc 
1o that the workers does not Cot lea 
wage due to shor1.a1e of ~ whk:h 
ls not a fault Of tbetn. The boo 
llltnilter ..,. that power dll1rlbuti0'• 
is loins io be raUonalliN.S: I& 1* not 
yet come. Unct.r DIR It II bebla 
ntioned. ni... 11 aoelMlr ~ 
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that ~ in the futute the 
wmbra wW be compull?ril:t laid orr 
onoe • ,,,.. due to lhorta,~ of power. 
X.,. I know whether the Labour 
K!niltl'y is 1oJ~ to etve protection to 
the workers so that they may not lose 
their ••let? What ii the arnount lost 
by the workers di.Irina I.he last ft\'e 
montha due to la7 off and power 
ahortqe? 

SH1U BALGOVIND VF.RMA: I do 
not contest the point made by the 
hon. Member. It is a fact that there 
hu been lay otf in West Bena .. 1 due 
to shortase of power .ind it has 
affected adversely lndu1trial produc-
tion. The Government o[ West 
Bengal is alive to the situation and in 
order to &ee that intermittent lay ot! 
does not take place they have amended 
the Industnal Disputes Act itsell That 
Act is now under the con<Jideratlon of 
the Government They have taken 
action. The Government of India is 
also aware of this fact. Thi1 was 
considered in the Labour Minllltera' 
Conference in 1973 and thev are ~ 
<'Ommended that thf' lndustri.il Dis-
putes A<'t should be amended and 
that the la:v of! <'ompensation should 
be raisf'd from 50 per cent t.:> 60 per 
cent. We are taking action. That ii• 
under our consideration. Power 1hort.-
ace Is not in our hands. We are 
trying our levl'l beat to see that power 
shortaae is not there. 

DR. SARADISH ROY: Ho"' much 
money have the werkers lost! 

SHRI BALGOVIND VERMA: It is 
a question which would require notice. 

SHRIMATI MAYA RAY: Tbe,awer 
part ls there, but we are t.alluna of 
the consequential elfectl beinl thlttecl 
on to the workers. Would foe ?.fin· 
liter t.lndly lnform the House u 'o 
what are the nnmediate step1 they 
are dUnJt1nt ahem in order to protect 
the labour from thJa Wrtble eoncll· 
tioh ba the economic lbmtlGD pttvall· 
1q ..,., 

Kil SPIAJCIR: You Ii'- the..,. 
~ wbJda J'OU .sit to - bUlbmdf 

8H'RI BALGOVIND VERNA: Qov• 
ernment la very anxious to avoid' 
intermittent lay-ot!. For that purpote, 
the State Government have amended 
the Industrial DJsputes Act. We ue 
1oin1 to brlna about an amendn~ent 
raisins the lay-ot! compensation from 
50 to 60 per cent. A. I said, the 
State Government iJI taJdna prompt 
action to see that power 4:iaerat.ion 
is stepped up and installed capacity 
is achieved' in ev~ power station 
and also to see that now plants 
under construction are expedited at 
the earliest. To save the ~abour from 
financial diJftculties, advances from 
the PF have been sanctioned 

SHRI B. K . DASCHOWDHURY· It 
is clear from the ftcurea aiwn b)' the 
hon. Minister that the number of 
workers laid off haa been risinl from 
46,000 and odd in 1973 to ;n,OJ\l and 
odd Per month in 1974. So, the lltua-
tion has worsened. The Minister has 
not replied properly as to what steps 
the Labour Ministry of the Govern-
ment of India is taking to see that the 
workers are not ben& lad 31! th• way. 
lt is mentioned that in February. 19'73 
<'ertain steps were taken. But I want 
to know whether the UnjJn Wbour 
Ministry has made any study whctber 
the power PoSition has improved. 
Some Intermittent rehef fut lald otr 
workers is not the solution. What 
steps has the Union Lab'lur Mlnilll'y 
taken so that a lar~e number of 
workers mii;:ht not be laid off from 
year to year and month t., montn. Hu 
the Ministry studied the a.&tuallon ira 
detail and U not. what forlb.ir 9t9Cll 
are in the mind of the G'>verr.ment't 

THE MINISTER OF LABOUF. 
tSHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY): '1'be 
questic.n h&!I two ~ts-power tene-
ration and lay-ot! as a ruult ol want 
of poWC!' a~eration. The quMtlon is 
what ste:ps the Union Labour Min!ltry 
has taken for protecting the worbrs 
from the consequences o• t.be IQ-oft. 
Wlthln the frunnrork Of the Jaw, the 
Wettt BenCU Gowrnment in tlllit 
wbdom heel Uto'Ulht lt flt to • IG b 
.... tloD to provide tbr blWr m.t 
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lay-oft reUe~ also. That matter u r.uw 
pcn•u1111 with the Government. 

'Now, in mnttcrs like thlb, alrellri~1 
the lnaustrial Disputes Act prov:des 
for lay-off compensation due to un-
tort•seE J" circumstances or conditions 
whlrh the employer will not he uble 

-to control. It is nothin1 very unusual 
01 Tie'\'. B1,1t it 11 very \lnfort1ma1..: 
tl'>:it f' r power generaion could no·t 
rc-::it n fUch a level as would pro .+i 0 

Cull (n.p!oyment and avoid all khd~ 
of lirv-off Thi.' lay-ol'f is n c•m\.:!-
Q1wncl.' of lark of power g<'neration 
Both •he West Bengal Government 
and the. Government of India c1re try· 
i"~ their be~! to see that those cola-
mit1es are averted. 

SHRI S. ll BANERJEE-rose. 
M~. SPEAKER : Mr. Banerje<!, y.:iu 

are not a Bengali. 

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: I am an 
lndiau. 

MR. SPEAKER: It relates to Wes~ 
Benj?al. I am giving chance to M~m­
bers from Bengal. You mu~t tell m·~ 

-Or.(·p a•ld tor all whether you are from 
UP or Bengal 

SHRI S M. BANERJEE: My '"ife 
js in Calcutta. 

SHRY SOMNATH CHATTERJF.E $,1 
lJf ac the ]OS!lel that have been SU[-
fer• •l hccau~i- of l11rk of power g!nt'· 
ratJcn for which the Gn\-crnmcnt 1t.~i-l1 
is ii! .ponslbJP may I know what 1s 
Hie ,..,...,11cv ,,f the Government nf inrl:a 
ln (!,,.,. of such losse~ as to who chall 
bear tt.e loFscs, whether the lab•1u:-
or the industry which is in a me.•• .. 
11'!ile position ftnancially to bear the 
losses? Why should not a suitn1:>1P 

lec:1sl: tion be made if it is the polk)' 
nf the Government c:.C India that such 
Jo~~<'~ should be borne by thf' intiutsr~ 
an1 not bv the labour? If that is the 
po1i<'.J, is the Government contcmplat-
mg !J take steJ>s in rf.'gard to that! 

f:n fr1r ns t'1is Ministrv I• concf'Tfle!. 
dpnr1 frnm qudtln1 wh~t thp Mi'lirel' 
t1f frri.,at!on and PoweT mf~ht hove 
•·.irt in th!' L-1k !';obha. has this Min-

1stry IOl any duty to coordinate 10 fw 
a1 11ab<.ur problemr. •~ concerned witb 
othE.r Mini1tries to set that the conae· 
qucn.::et> of the deficiency in ~ ~unc­
tionmt of other Minillries do Mt hll 
upon the workel'S? 

SHHi RAGHUNATHA REDDY: Aa 
far as the lial>ihty of losses is c0a-
t:\<'rn• ·l, the existml( l11w providf'a for 
h1y-.11T com;icnsaho•1 up!o 50 per ccn\ 
unJcr ceitum C'Ond1twnz The tt'~t of 
thf' 4uesho11 1~ a n1attcr fo1 consd.:ri.· 
tic•n l~ ~ .,. (lf n J'llf!S:£ ~t111ri. A-. rE'· 
~ard~ the thu u part of his quest•or., 
th<' hon Member knowi; tht> steps that 
r1t. ht •"'I P t .k.•n hv the G• vcrnMcnt 
of lnd111 fm enha"'';"t! pcwo PN \ ••··-
tion Certainly. tli -. l.a'.:our Mm1st.rY 
hai; drawn the 11tt<'nt1on r,f th!" ron-
ccrn,-j Ministnc~ h this regard. Th11 
hon. !\!ember n<'ed not have any dl'l:ibt4 
so far as coordination is roncernetl 

Slno-lndlau aerat1oa1 

•t70. SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Will 
the Mimst<.r of EXTERIAL be pleased 
to state: 

la) whether the members of the 
Kotni!'- Memorial Committee which 
recent!)' vii.it~d China have sub-
mitted any report to Government or 
e~p:e~~~d their viewb ab-Out the 
Chmc52 people and their Government 
regarding restoration of friendly 
rclatil'ln~ hch\e"n Jnr!b 3nrl China; 

Cb) if so, the facts thert'about; and 

Cc) Government's atstdt!\ent there-
of? 

THE Ml~l!'TER OF STATE IN THE 
:lllN!STRY OF F.XTF.RNAL AFPATRS 
fSHRJ SURENDRA PAL SINGH): 
( ") :.nd (1') · Belnr a non-nfl\.:lal 
\•1sit the Govcrnm<'nt did not expect 
ml'm:1cr1< of the Kotnis Memorial 
Committel' to submit any ~port. Haw· 
ever, ln.dh·idual members hove con• 
veycd their impressions of friendly 
ge11•uru hv the Chinele people to tM 
mt>mo1y of the late t>r. Kotnls as well 
ni: tn'I\ ards thp Indlan 1)eople. 




