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Already, there are necessary ameni-
ties for the passengers. As the hon. 
Member has stated, if it needs recon-
sideration, I  will try to see what can 
be done.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL- 
DER; As the hon. Minister knows, the 
main line, the grand chord line, the 
Sahebganj line that nins through 
Shantiniketan and the narrow-gauge 
line from Katwa to Burdwan, all these 
lines and the goods trains and passen-
ger trains, even the Rajdhani Express, 
run through Burdwan and terminate 
at Howrah, that is, at Calcutta. In 
the Fifth Plan period, both the pas-
senger traffic and goods traffic will in-
crease. In view of these facts, may I 
know whether the Government will 
take necessary steps to re-model the 
railway lines, the terminal facilities, 
from Asansol to Burdwan and from 
Howrah to Burdwan, whether these 
facilities will be increased and the 
Burdwan station will be re-modelled. 
If it is not done, then there will be 
discontent among the passengers and 
there will he dislocation of trains al-
so. I would like to know from the 
hon. Minister whether in the Fifth 
Plan, he will take necessary steps to 
re-model the railway lines, the termi-
nal facilities and re-model the Burd-
wan station.

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: The hon.
Member has asked the same question. 
Tj(he importance o f Burdwan is there. 
There is nb quarrel on that point. 
About the provision of additional faci-
lities, as I said, when we take vp the 
case o f other stations in the Fifth 
Flan, apart from what we have already 
decided, the case o f Burdwan will also 
he considered in view o f the points 
made out by the hon. Members.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL- 
DER: Whether you are also going -to 
declare tiurdwan-Asansol as suburban 
section?

SHRI DEBENDRA NATH MAHA- 
TA; WiU the hon. Minister he pleased 
to state, as he said just now that for 
re-modelling a railway station three 
co* tHtions are necessary, that is eco-

nomic viability, utility and adminis-
trative grounds, whether regarding 
Burdwan Station such conditions are 
fulfilled or not so that this Station 
may be included for re-modelling in 
the Fifth Plan?

SHRI L, N. MISHRA: Burdwan
qualifies very much. It is in the thick 
of the colliery area. It is very im-
portant; I know. That is why I have 
said that I will give consideration to 
it.

Production of Polyethylene powders
and Aloohol by Union Carbide

*794. SHRI MADHU LIMA YE* WiU 
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS be pleased to state.

(a) what is the capacity of Union 
Carbide for Low and hitjh density 
Polyethylene powders,

(b) what is their actual production,
(c) have they been given any ex-

pansion of capacity recently;
(d) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(e) when will the Government of 
India’s Petro-Chemical Corporation 
Limited begin pro&uction of low den-
sity polyethylene?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
CHEWftCALS CSHRI SHAHNAWAZ 
KHAN): (a) to (e). A statement is 
placed on the Table of the House.

Statement 
PRODUCTION OF POLYETHYLENE

POWDERS AND ALCOHOL BY 
UNION CARBIDE

(a) and (b). M/s. Union Carbide 
India Ltd. are licensed to manufac-
ture 9,000 tonnes/annum of low den-
sity polyethylene. Their production 
during the last 3 years was as under:

1971 15,105 tonne*
1972 15,345 tonnes
1973 14,764 tonnes

(c) and (d). They have been per-
mitted to expand their capacity for
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manufacture of low density polyethy-
lene to 20*000 tonnes/annum on ap- 
count of the following considerations:

(i) The demand lor low density
polyethylene is expected to 
increase substantially in the 
next two years Desmts the 
creation of substantial capa- 
cit.v m iavour of a public sec-
tor undertaking it is expected 
that the demand would be 
substantially m excess of the 
likely production over the 
next few vears.

(ii) The expansion scheme of M/s 
Union Carbide is expected to 
materialise within a reason-
ably short time.

(e) The Indian Petrochemical Cor-
poration Ltd. is likely to start its pro-
duction of low density polyethylene In 
1976.
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SHRI K. GOPAL: In the statement 
it is said that they mere licensed to 
manufacture 9,000 tonnes, (a) What is
their installed capacity?

(b) The Minister said that the de-
mand it, expected to increase substan-
tially. I want to know whether any 
f>tud> has been made How much it is 
going to increase? Is the demand 
{Tomg to be met from the public sec-
tor or whether the Government is 
going to allow only the private sector.
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SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN: Very
roughly the demand for low density 
polyethylene is approximately 45,000 
tonnes at present. It is rapidly in-
creasing and there is a tremendous 
demand for it from the small scale 
sector. As I said there are 3,000 units 
of them m tfte field and each of them 
is keen and anxious to expand and ex-
port their products. They are doing 
good work and we want to ensure that 
they are not starved of raw mate-
rials.

With regard to the other question, 
they are permitted to expand upto
20.000 tonnes.

SHRI MOHANRAJ KALINGAR A- 
YAR: As the Minister has stated, there 
are only two companies which are ma-
nufacturing low density polyethylene 
granules and he is aware and of course, 
every one here is aware that there is 
an acute shortage of polyethylene gra-
nules throughout the country. He said 
that the Union Carbide has been per* 
mitted to expand their production from
9.000 tonnes to 20,000 tonnes. 1 would 
like to know whether for this e%pan- 
sion they are going to float a new 
company or are they given expan&ion 
for the same old company and also 1 
would like to know as to how much of 
foreign exchange is involved ior im-
porting machinery.

SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN. No 
foreign exchange would be involved 
and no foreign collaboration is requir-
ed. It is by merely expanding the 
existing capacity that they can step up 
.production to 20,000 tonnes.
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI L. N. MISHRA): (a) and <b). 
Yes Sir, this represents the position on 
all the Railways taken together.

(c) Total number of Railway ma-
nuals and forms translated into Hindi 
is 172 and 238 respectively. As re-
gards their translation into regional 
languages, figures are not readily avail* 
able.
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