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THE DFPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) and (b) 
A statement is placed on the Table of the 
$<ibha

Statement

(a) Vigorous measures have been taken 
to effect economy in railway expenditure. 
Suitable ad hoc cuts were imposed during 
1973*74 on such items as ‘contingencies’, 
‘travelling allowance’, 'daily allowance', 
■and ‘petrol consumption’. Similarly, ex-
penditure was sought to be curtailed by 
applying a complete ban on creation and 
filling up of all gazetted posts, limited 
creation of non-gazetted posts and non* 
filling up of vacancies for more than six 
months, reduction in the holding of confe-
rences and seminars, restrictions on official 
•entertainments* and use of staff cars, 
avoidance of ostentatious expenditure of 
a ll kinds including expenditure on rtnova- 
Jion of buildings, reduction in expenditure 
on air travel etc. A system o f ‘exchequer 
<controT was also introduced to control 
cash disbursement m accordance with the 
budget schedule As a remit of these 
measures, a redaction of about Rs. 17 
crores ia anticipated in the working expen-
ses of the Railways during 1973-74.

(b) There is no such proposal under 
•Government's consideration.
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SHRI C. VISWANATHAN: would
like to know from the Minister the percen-
tage of administrative cost compared to the 
total expenditure on the railways per 
annum.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: The 
staff cost is about 60 per cent of Che total 
expenditure.
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SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: Without 
going into the question of the Railway 
Board—its abolition or continuance—may 
I know whether the Government are taking 
any active and concrete steps with regard 
to the reduction of expenditure on the 
rail wavs, without kies of efficiency and 
which will be in tune with the conditions 
obtaining in this country especially with 
regard to travelling by air-conditioned 
coaches and saloons, etc.?

MR SPEAKER: You are just repeating 
the previous question.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: I
have replied to the question already.

SHRI D1NESH CHANDRA GO* 
SWAM I: Since one of the reasons for 
wasteful expenditure is the lack of co-
ordination in the movement of w<*gon$, 
because in some places you find scarcity 
of wtrRons and in some places the wagons 
are lying waste, may i know what steps

the Government are taking for co-ordina- 
ting the movement of wagons to remove 
wasteful expenditure?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: It is. 
a suggestion for action.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Is it a fact that 
a  committee was set up under the chair-
manship of Acharya Kripalani when he 
was a Member of this House to go into 
the question of corruption and wasteful 
expenditure in the Railways and that the 
committee made certain recommendations? 
Had the Government implemented any of 
those recommendations?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
need notice for this question.
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SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: My hon. 
friend Samar Guha asked about the recom-
mendations of a committee headed by 
Acharya Kripalani. Is he aware that 
Shri Kripalani resigned from that Commit-
tee stating that had he remained in that 
Committee he would have been corrupted 
and is that the reason why the recommen-
dations were not implemented? He made 
a statement in this House explaining why 
he resigned from that committee.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
asked for notice for that question.




