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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
As I mentioneq in the statement, na-
turally the Government of India have
to take into account the reuirements
of all the deficit States like Bengal,
Kerala and Maharashtra which will
have priority over others. We have
also to take into consideration our
stock position and the total availabi-
lity of food. Unfortunately, I do not
krow what is happening in West
Bengal because the crops there are
very good. But despite that they are
having difficulties. I am sure if all the
parties there co-operate, it would be
possible to get over the difficulties.

MR. SPEAKER: Next question. Shri
P. Gangadeb. Absent.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I hope
he has not been taken out of the
House.

MR. SPEAKER: He is not in the
House. I know it.

Rural Water Supply Scheme from
Maharashtra

*506. SHRI ANNASAHEB GOT-
KHINDE: Will the Minister of
WORKS AND HOUSING be pleased
1o state:

(a) the number of rural water sup-
ply schemes forwarded by the State
‘Government of Maharashtra under the
accelerated water supply programme
for the villages in the drought prone
aress and areas inhabited by beckward

'y

(b) the number of schemes approv-
ed by Government with their estimat-
ed cost;

‘(c) whether the funds releaseq are

100 short of the actual requiremeant:
and

(d) ¥ s0, whether the allotment
would be suitably increased so that the
:dmd&eneme!snothm

’

HOUSING (SHRI BHOLA PASWAN
SHASTHI): (a) 136 schemes at a

total estimated cost of Rs. 520.03 lakhs
were sent by the Government of Ma-
harashtra.

(b) 87 schemes costing Rs. 323.53
lakhs were approved by the Central
Government.

(c) and (d). In 1972-73, a sum of
Rs. 106- lakhs was released to the
State Government and they were ad-
vised to select and take up schemes
out of the approved list of schemes, the
cost of which can be met from within
the available allocation. In the current
year a sum of Rs. 70 lakhs has been
allocated to the State for these sche-
mes. In view of the pressing need
for economy and the contemplated eco-
nomy cut in the budget provision for
the current year, there is no scope for
any increased allocation of funds at
present.

SHRI ANNASAHEB GOTKHINDE:
Government now seem to be think-
ing in terms of economy. At the time
when this particular scheme was ta-
ken up the idea was to complete
them within' a period of two years.
Out of 138 schemes sent by the State
Government 87 schemes were ap-
proved by the Centre. May I know
whether the work in respect of
these 87 approved schemes is in full
swing? What is the position in res-
pect of the other schemes? What is
the actual expenditure incurred by
the State Government during the
year 1972-73 on these schemes?

SHRI BHOLA PASWAN SHA-
STRI: So far as the expenditure
incurred by the State Government is
concerned, that information is not
available. Government will have to
get it from the State Government. If
the hon. Member wants to have that
information, I will write to the State
Government and get it.

So fer as the Rural Water Supply
Scheme s concerned, we have found
87 schemes jn accordance with the
principle which was followed in se-
lecting the villages.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB GOTKHINDE:
I fail to understand this. I put a very
specific question and I get the ans-
wer that necessary information is
not with the Government.

MR. SPEAKER: You better don’t
give  the information yourself; you
elicit the information.

SHRI ANNASAHEB GOTKHINDE:
I have asked what is the actua) ex-

penditure incurred by the State Gov-
ernment.

SHRI BHOLA PASWAN SHAS-
TRI: This information is not avail-
able. How can I give the informa-
tion?

SHRI ANNASAHEB GOTKHINDE:
L;;ant to put my second supplemen-

In view of the fact that the State
Government hag already incurred
more expenditure than the amount
allocated by the Centre and, in view
of the fact that the work on approved
schemes is in full swing, may I. know
‘whether the Government will reconsi-
der their decision to slow down the
work on these schemes and allocate

additional amount for on-going
schemes?

SHRI BHOLA PASWAN SHASTRI:
This is a request for action.

MR. SPEAKER: It is not a request
for action. He is asking whether those
schemes will get more allocation of
money or not, because they have not
been completed.

SHRI BHOLA PASWAN SHASTRI:

That will depend upon the availability
of funds.

SHRI SHANKERRAO SAVANT: May
I know how many schemes which were
actually started by the -State Govern-
ment had to be held up because the
funds were not given by the Central
Government?

SHRI BHOLA PABWAN SHASTRI:
This does not arise out of it."

SHRI SHANKERRAO. SAVANT:
How it does not arise? It does arise
out of it.
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Some schemes were actually started
by the State Government. As the hon.
Minister said, they have been held up
for want of funds. I want to know
how many schemes are there which
are held up because the funds were
not released by the Central Govern-
ment.

SHRI BHOLA PASWAN SHASTRI:
87 schemes were approved; others re--
main to be approved.
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SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HALDER:

I would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether he is aware that
Kolhapur district of Maharashtra is a.
famine- and drought-affected area and
if so, how many rural water supply
schemes have been taken up to remove
the water scarcity in Kolhapur district
of Maharashtra.

MR. SPEAKER: This is not district-
wise information; this is State-wise in-
formation. I have no objection if he
has got the information.

SHRI BHOLA PASWAN SHASTRI:
So far as Kolhapur i3 concerned, I have
no information; I cannot say just new
about any particular district.
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Steps for ensuring adequate quaatity
of food supply in view of world feod
situation

*509. SHRI DINESH SINGH: Wil
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether prospects of the world
food situation in 1973 and 1974 are
depressing; and

(b) if so, what Government propose
o do to ensure adequate supplies in
the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE):
(a) Dye to a large. number of im-
ponderables, it is difficult to make a
Arm forecast about the world food
situation in 1874. However, the recent
F.A.O. Conference in Rome concluded
that the world cereal balance in 1973-74
seems likely to be less precarious than
had been feared in early autumn.

(b) The position is continuously
under review; such steps as considered
necessary from time to time are taken
to maintain supply of foodgrains in
the country.

SHRI DINESH SINGH: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, this raises two or three important
questions. The hon. Minister has said
that the situation is not as bad as
it was expected to be; but I take it
that it is still going to be a difficult
situation. And that is compounded
by the energy crisis in which we are
likely to have shortage of fertiliser.
Now the world food market is also
depressed. Our own production is
going to be low. Therefore, what
specific steps are being contemplated?
It is not enough to say that steps are
being thought of. What are the steps
that the Government is thinking of
so that we do not have a very acute
shortage next year?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: It
will not be correct to say that our
production this year is likely to be
low. So far as the prospects this year
of Kkharif crop are concerned. the
kharif crop is being harvested and we
are having a very good kharif harvest.
So far as rabi crop i§ concerned. the
prospects appear to be very encourag-
ing. Therefore, based on the' present
trends, as far as our domestic situation
is concerned, I think, there is nothing
which should make us take a dis-
couraging view.

As far as the world situation is con-
cerned, many complex situations are
developing. First of all, the world
surpluses are getting depleted. That is





