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SHRI P. M, MEHTA: In view of Ihe 
answer given, I 'Would like to know 
whether the authorities at the Sri nagar 
airport suspected any hijacking plot fol-
towing the discovery of a revolver in the 
cloak room of the airport after arrival 
the Delhi-Srinagar flieht? 

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: The question 
"Was whether a prot to hijack was un-
earthed. I must repeat that so far as the 
JA and the Aviation Ministry are con-
cerned, no such plot was unearthed nor 

-did it come to their notice. As regards 
the alleged recovery of pistol and other 
things, it must be addressed to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: I asked whether 
there were grounds for suspicion and 

·whether after that suspIcIon security 
arrangements throughout the country 
were tightened. 

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: Mere suspi-
cion. of course, is something on which 
we do not normally proceed. If there 
'was any information, I am sure it would 
-bave been taken note of. 

MR. SPEAKER: In the modern age, 
at every airport every passenger is a 
Ruspect. We are all fed up with it. 

SHRI ATAL BIHAR! VAJPAYEE: 
. Let the Minister take note of it. 
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Increase ia the Prices of WooUeas by 30 
per cent durblg the Curreat Wiater Season 

+ 
"96. SHRI ARVIND M. PATEL: 

SRR1 NAWAL KISHORE 
SHARMA: 

Will the Minister of COMMERCE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the attention of Govern-
ment has been drawn to a news item ap-
pearing in the 'Hindustan Times' dated the 
6th October, 1973 to the effect that the 
woollens in the country have gone up by 
30 per cent during the current winter sea-
son; 

(b) if so, the reasons for the rise in 
prices; and 

(c) the action being rdlten by Govern-
ment to provide wool at cheap rates to 
the general public? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
(PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA): 
(a) Yes, S1r. 

(b). The rise in prices is mainly due to 
the abnormal increase in prices of raw 
wool abroad. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Table 
of the House. 

Sl{/Iem~nl 

The fol!owing measures have been t~k­

en to check the rise in prices of wooll~n 
goods:-

(I) The export of Indian raw wool 
has been restricted within a quota and 
an export duty of 25 per cent ad mro-
rem levied on it, to ensure larger avail· 
ability of indigenous raw material for 
the woollen industry 'and to check rise 
in its prices; 

(2) A delegation is currently visiting 
Australia and New Zealand to make a 
thorough study of the procedure to buy 
wool in Australia and New Zealand and 
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to find ways and means of improv;ng 
the existing procedure with a view 10 
secure Australian and New Zealand 
wool at economical priccs; and 

(3) An option has been given to the 
industry to import acrylic fibre upto 
40 per cent in replenishment against 
exports as also the actual users entitle-
ments. 
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PROF. D. P. CHATIOPADHYAYA: 
Sir. we have already said that in order 
to case the situation resulting from price 
rise. we h'ave taken several measures. One 
<>f them is to restrict the quota of ex-
port, and secondly, we have also imposed 
an export duty of 25 per cent ad "010-
rem. These are the measures w~ have 
taken. We have also sent a five-member 
delegation to Australia to see how the 
procedure of purchasinK wool <:'an be sim-
plified and we can purchase wool abroad 
at an economic price, But it must be 
appreciated that the hiKh price of wool 
is a world-wide phenomenon and a short-
age of supply is there and the demand is 
high. So, nothing can be done in a very 
hig way within the country. But what-
ever is possible has been donq and is 
being done. 

SHRI V ASANT SATHE: The question 
was something else and the reply is some-
thing else. He asked how the sheperds 
<>f this country who are prooucing wool 
can be protected. That is the question. 
He says he is lendinK a delegation to Aus-
tralial 

MR. SPEAKER: That is a remedial 
measure. I think he has given the right 
answer. 
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PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA: 
A. I haVe said, high price of wool is 
not peculiar to India. It is a worldwide 
phenomenon. We have also said that we 
have taken concrete measures. We have 
restricted the export from the country, 

SHRI ATAL BIHAR I VAJPAYEE: 
You 'arc making a repetition of your re-
ply. We are not interested in it. 

PROF. D. P. CHATIOPADHYAYA: 
cannot say fiction. only facts which ~re 

relevan!. 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI 
What is meant by fiction? 
a specific 'lQuestion. He i8 
himself. 

VAJPAYEE: 
I have put 

rdpeating 

PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA: 
There are facts which are relevant and 
which I am repeating. I 'appreciate his 
anger but I cannot oblige him. 

SHRI ATAL BIHARr VAJPAYEE: 
do not seek any obligation from you. 

PROF, D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA: 
Nor can I give any fact~ which are not 
relevant. 

SHRT ATAL BIHART VAJPAYEE: 
Did you follow my question? Ulliermp-
lion) He did not give a proper "eply to 
a pertiment question put to a Congress 
Member. 
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MR. SPEAKER: If you think that he 
did not follow your question, you can 
flame it in the proper form with my 
PCI mission, 'dnd not quarrel with him. 

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: The diffi-
cu It y is both are bachelors. 

MR. SPEAKER: Personal problems 
oannot be treated like this by quarrelling 
with each other. They must marry! 
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PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA: 
To the first question, I have already said: 
yes, the price has gone up. To the second 
question, I have said that we have made 
an effort to purchase wool from abroad 
but already some other countries in the 
world had cornered wool in a big way; 
therefore, we could not purchase the quan-
tity wanted. As a result of th'at we had 
sent a delegation to see the procedures 
and other attendant conditions so that we 
may purchase wool in future in time. 
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PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA: 
We have not delayed. 

SHRI D. P. JADEJA: Are Government 
aware that the raw wool that was 
being exported is not to be used for local 
consumption and that the export duty that 
had beell imposed has not hit the busi· 

nessman or the industry, but bas hit the 
shepberd'! Wbat incentives are given to 
the shepherd 1 

PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA: 
I have already said that the quota that 
we generally export is already restricted 
60 that the local availability increases.-
It is true that the sort of wool that we 
produce in the country is not entirely con-
sumed within the country. The question 
of giving incentives for export in these 
conditions does not arise. 
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THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
(PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA): 
(a) to (c). His Majesty the King of Nepal 
Wad talks on matlers on economic and 
technical cooporation but tbere were no> 
discussions specifically on expansion of 
trade. 
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PROF. D. P. CHATIOPADHYAYA:' 
The question which was raised was also 
raised before but this time wben . His M~­
iesty came he discussed other thlDgs; th.s . 
question was not raised. But it has already 




