
10K SABRA DEBATES 

LOK SABHA 

Wed"p.sday, August 22. 1973/Sravana 
31, 1895 (Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

ORAL AN!YWERS TO QUESTIONS 

HarijiliJ Women Branded with Hot Iron 
Rod in Barari Village, Bihar 

'381. SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: 
SHRI CHANDULAL CHAN-
DRAKAR: 

Will the Minister of HOME AFFATRS 
be pleased to state; 

(a) whether four Harijan women in 
Barari village in Bihar were branded with 
an iron rod by some persons; and 

(b) if so, whether the culprits have 
been arrested and punished for committing 
such cruelty and indecency to innocent 
women folk? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS AND 
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PERSON-
NEL (SHRI RAM NIWA!Y MIRDHA): 
(a) od (b). A statement is laid down 
on t1ae Table of the House. 

Statement 

According to information received frolB 
the Government of Bihar, on July 6, 1973. 
,orne persons of village Madhoban (and 
not Barari) under P. S. Madhepnra, 
di,tnet Saha .. a were alIeged to have 
entered the home of, one Silri Nand 
Keslnvar Paswan, forcibly carried away 
four women of the house and branded 
them with hot iron rod in different parts 
of tlteir bodies. In the course of investiga-
tion of the case, six pe .. ons were arrested 
and a charge-sheet under sections 1481 
1491452134213071324 JPC ha. been filed. 
The case is sub-judice. One of the ac-
cused was granted bail by the Court 
but GIl request being made by the pac 

lice the bail has since been cancel-

led. 

2. The Government of Bihar have re-
ported that this incident was the subject 
of a CalI Attention Motion in the State 
Vidhan Sabha and allegations were 
made regarding the conduct of the 

~  and the medical officer. The 
matter has been referred by the Spea-
ker to the Question Committee of 
the House. The report of the Com-

mittee is awaited. 

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: I am 
sorry to say that the statement which the 
Minister has hlid on the Table of the 
House does not give adequate information 
about thL ghastly and hideous act in a 

~  of Bihar. May I know whether 
it was a fact that this particular incident 
in the village mentioned had taken place 
in the open so that hundreds of other 
people were witnessing this hideous act 
and' if so, whether that information is 
available to the Minister. 

!Yecondlv, I want to know whether the 
~  are aware of the fact that 

this is not an isolated incident and such 
incidents were happening in ail part. of 
India, particularly, in the rural areas. I 
want to ask this question. This is a very 
serious matter and vou, Mr. Speaker, had 
already agreed for a discussion in the 
House on this matter. Sir, I want to know 
what steps the Government are taking to 
ensure the safety. security and honour of 
men and women belonging to the Schedul-
pd Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, parti-
cularly, in the rural areas. Jt is no use 
saying that the the matter is sub Judice 
and we cannot do anything. 

SHRJ RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: It is 
very relevant to say tbat the matter is 
sub judice and, therefore, it imposes some 
restriction on the type of discw;sion 
we can have. 

As regards the incident itself, we have 
given some facts. The incident is repori-
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ed to have taken place on 6th July 1973 
and on tbe 7th July the Police went on 
\he SPOt and registered a case. On \he 
7th July it.>elf the Deputy Superintendent 
of Police went to supervise the case. So, 
we cannot say that there has been laxity 
On the pu:t of the District Police autho-
rities so far as this case is concerned. 

A. regards the other facts, I would not 
like to go into the details as the matter is 
before a court of law. 

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: My 
.econd supplementary is this. Sometime 
ago the han. Prime Minister assured the 
House that she had instructed the Chief 
Ministers of the States to have a special 
~  in their governments ~  go into these 
questions of atrocities on Harijans. May 
I know whether this particular incident, 
barbaric 8:> it is and ugly as it is, has also 
been 1I!lder the active consideration of the 
cell of the Bihar Chief Minister and if so, 
will that report also be made available to 
this House so that the House may II.now 
what action, particularly, in terms of 
meeting out exemplary punishment to the 
guilty, has heen taken? 

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: .The 
cell the Prime lIfinister has mentioned 
'fIOuld not make reports to the Central 
Government. 1be whole idea of the Prime 
Minister taking at' this matter with the 
State Chief Ministers was that they should 
personally take iJlterest and see that cases 
of atrocities are properly taken note of, 
properly investipted and to see that 
justice is meted out to the backward 
classes and that the whole State macbinery 
~ used in such • way as to give protection 
to the backward c:Iasses and to see that 
the other benefits which should go to 
them also reach them. 

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: It is all 
on paper only. What is the Government 

~ in practi;e! That we want to 
know. 

SHRI RAM NlWAS MIRDHA: I know 
the han. Member is making a very wild 
allegation that it is not in practice .... 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: 
What is the wild about it? .,. (Inte"up-
tloM) 

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: I seek 
your protection, Sir. I think it is very 
objectionable. We want ~  know what 
the Government is doing in terms of 
active steps. 

151 )~ ~~:~ 

~ it ~ ~ r", mq ~ .  'l1: ~ 

~ ~, ~ : if ~ , ~ if ~ 
'flrT ~ ? 
tI'he hon. Minister himself is getting 

wild . 

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: It is 
no use making a general statement. 

Times without number we have come 
before the House to say what steps lbe 
Central Government has taken and what 
steps we have uked the Slate Govern· 
ments to take and it is the follow-up ... 

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: I seek 
your protection. I want the Minister 10 
explain to me as to what was the wildneM 
in my supplementaries .... (Inte"uptions) 
'Ihis is a serious matter. Let him with-
draw that expressIon. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: A 
'1!ild person like him should not use such 
wild remarks ... (Interruptions) 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Shri Mavalan-
kar said that it was only on paper. It wa. 
hls that was wild. to say that it was 
only on paper and that nothing has 
been done. That is a wild observa-
tion and there is no cause for any 
apology .... (Interruptions). 

SHRI H. M. PATEL: This is not a 
thing which ought to be permitted. When 
• Minister says that the hon. Member 
makes a wild allegation... (/nte"up-
tions) 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. 

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(SHRI UMA SHANKAR DIKSHIT): 
The point is that in this particular case, 
every care has been exercised. Accordio! 
to the information received by us, the 
Deputy Superintendent of Police and other 
officers went and a doctor was also sent. 
(Interruptions) and six penons under 
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serious charges under various sections 
of IPC were arrested. But was grant-
ed in one C3se .. 

SHRI DINEN BHATIACHARYYA: 
Wby was bail granted? 

SHRI UMA SHANKAR DIKSHIT: 
Therefore, on behalf of the Govern-
ment ... (I."errupt;ons)-the hon. Mem· 
ber should hear me-an application 
was moved and the bail was <!ancel-
lad and the sixth man is also under 
custody and this matter! h ~ been 
mentioned in detail in the Asoembly 
there. So, every care is being taken. 
So far as this question is concerned, 
it is not a paper matter. Every pre-
caution is being taken and it is a 
matter of sadness and distress that 
such things happen. We feel distres-
sed that under any _ circumstances 
such a thing should occur. Therefore, 
there is no question of merely saying 
that we are only working on paper. 
After an. all work is either by speak_ 
ing or by writing .. (Interruption.,). 

MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down. The 
Minister bas made a statement and'he bas 
given the details. Then I found that in 
spite of the latitude they are tbreatening 
and at the .ame time, they arc aggres· 
sive .. _ 

SHRI ATAL BlHARI VAJPAYEE: 
What aggressive? 

MR. SPBAKER: No, no. I must say 
!ba! your tone was very aggressive also, 
IQleBking togetber was for tbreatening. If 
the MiDister described it like tbis, then 
you get annoyed. I must say that be bas 
a rigbt to say wbat be teels like. If you 
think it is an unparliamentary word, but I 
do not think it is unparliamentary. You 
describe otbers in  worse terms even. 
Please be patient all tbe time, do Dot be 
aggressive and threatening in your tone. 
When the other person gets annoyed, you 
make a noise. 

T~~:~  
~~ ~~1 T ~  

~1 ~ ~ :~ :  ~ 
~ ~ '1ft m;rn-ll" ~ fu"'li \1T 'Il.rr 
~ I ~ om: .rr ~ ~ T gt ~ w it 
~ ~~~~~ 

f'li".rr wrmfT T~ ;;rrti:iT \R 'Ii1'fi5J<: ~ 
1.fiiR 'f m ~ ~ ;;rn:r<TT qft;<f; mar 
~T .rr ~ '1ft ~ ~ lJT :~ lfifi ~ 
\R 'Ii1 ~19 ~ ~ ~ ~ .  ~T ;;rn:rqr 

~~ ~ T ~ T  ? 

11ft '011' fiorcmr fi:Nf : ~ if 
~ 1ft ~ lfim 'fiT lfC;rrff 9~ ~, 

~ \R tfG'fTm if 1ft -u;zq- T~ ~ 

'!iTItt ~ ~ 1.fiT1f f'I;lrr ~ I ~ it 
~ ~ ~ mf1l;m: ~, ~~ 

w mrlf all!" it -~~ m!fi 

~ 'Ii1 \1T ~~ f'I;lrr ~ I ~ ilTo '1ft 
If>'tfmr ~ ~ ~ fiI; ~ lfim '1ft .rr 1ft 
~  ~T, \R '1ft 'it <r1<: ~ ~ 'Ift;;rn:r I 
~~ :~~  m 
, ~  ~.  R> ~ T~T ~ 

~ ~  ~ -~ Fcrn!f lfC;rr it m if 
~ ~T tfG'fTm it m if 1ft I 

T~ ~:~~~, 
~ ~ ~ T  ~~ I ~ n: 
~~~~~  ~~ 

~ ~ T~  ~ 1 

q.rr;rr ~  .-Q:'iIT ~ 'Ii<: it ~  

itu ~  ~ R> ~  ~ ~ :-~,:  n: "l'rrr, 
'f.l1 ll'Tm I <nIT 'fif n:"f 0 rT 0 ~ 1:  or'''' 
'fT[t:l1', :~ 1.fiT1f ll'f,,".fi 'Ii1 mq. ;r ~) T 

.... (cIfT."PI) . . . . . . ;;rtli .. 

~T air.'\' ~ ~~ i!;;;r 

;r ~  it 1II'i'<f.r<r ~  "l'rffflfT 

1II''h: qf'nrfuff "l'''f-"l',fff!fT it l{11f<'l1 n: 
f'l'm rn it f;;r 4" n:'fi" 'Ffirg'l<: ~ I i!t 
;;rr.;.rr ~ i f-l; lft1T ~.  lfn:r:t if 
ij;;fu" ~ 'Ii1 ~ 'lllT ~ R> or 
lff.l; n: ;;ri"lf 111'1<: ;;rtq 'Ii ~ <flI"r III"i"fT 
~ 1~1 

i'l"ft ~ ~ ~~ it. ~ 
~ ~~ ~ ~ ~  T~~ 

'liT ~ 'flIT qr, ~~ ifQ"T ~ 

~ - 1 gt R> ~~. . .,'1:1.'" .... ,  . ~ 
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;;rmT 1f"llT ~ <1;; if; mtf ~ ~ 'fiT 

iiI<hm 'fiT ~~ f!f;lfT ~- :  if; 

1 : T~?  

..n ~ ~ ~: i!:l!T't ~ h  

~ lf1if; 'n: '!'it ~. ~1T 'l;I'R' 1iT ~ 
~ 1~ ~ I ~  it ~ U . ~~ ~ f, 

flf> ~ if; m ;r ;;ytq ~ if; ~ T~ 
lfOUli I 

~  CI'ifi ISICifT if; lfiroII 'fiT ~ ~..  

Iii!: ~  If'fi1:1fT ~ if; ~ ~  ~ 
~ '1m om ~ ~ flf> W ~ T If>11:'IT 
if I ' 

Ill! ~~ ~ : ~ '<R:;;T 

if; m ;r ~ ~ 9 ~ <!Til' 'f<l<'lT ~ T T~ 

~ I ~ T1  '1m<!T;; >:r, <J'ii if; ~ ;r 
~ : ISICifT "I'it I ~ ~ If>T ~ 

~ ~ ~, for;:[ '1ft ~ ~ ~ ~  W-!frilJ7 ~  

~-  ~ ~  ;;{t If>ir liI"R1i, ?1r<r;; CN1'-
lfif'ffl ~, ij;r, <rQT "fraT ~ flf> ~ 'fiT 
~~ T1 T I ~ ~ . ~ flf> 
'W m if; 'fiTcit u mr, ~ ~ 't'1i 
~ m ~, ~ ~ 1 ~ m;;it T~. 

~T  'fW fit; lfi?: fcre' -')f;J'R ~, ~ U 
JR1 ~-~~T 11: T~ ~ I 

mit; If>TCit u gm ~ m ~ ~T ~  

u gm ~, ~- .  If>T m 5ITof ;;ll:T '3OaT, 
fucn'lf ~,  flf> .~ ~, ~ 9 ~ T 

~~ T ;f.t ~  ~, ;;ffiA' ~ If>11:'IT 

~ ~  ~ I ~ ~ ;r ~ 'l'l1'm 
~ ;r ;;@' "f1'3ittT I ~ ~ lfi?: lfIlr.lT 
1: . ~ ~, it Q:m ~ ;rm ~ ~ 
~ fit; ~ u ~ 'n: m ""!ffir 
srqrq ~ I 

SHRI D. BASUMATARI: Sir, siuce 
from time to time, the seriom matter of 
Ihis kind has been raised in this House, 
you were good enough to consider this and 
appointed a Parlfamentary Committee as 
watch dog for the purpose. I wanl to 
know whe ther it will be possible or not 
to empower this Joint OoIwnittec on the 

Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribe, to see and enquire into such 
cases and see that the State Governments 
expedito:l those cases. 

~  RAM NIWAS MIRDHA· Sir th-
Committee has got powers as h ~  bee,; 
approved by the House. This Committee 
can function only under such powers as 
are given by the House. 

..n ,"0 tfto ~: ~~ ~ 
"fT, ~ ~ ;f.t ~  m !Jfm<!T'FIT 

~ ~, ~ ~ 'lIT ~. ::. ~ ~ ;;it fu;; 
iiif!' ~ T ~ I ~ 1 ~ ~ 'if;, forit 
W Q:!!T ~ ~  fl'O ~ !lt9f"if 
n:lf> mio;;fl'o ~  'IT ~T ;r:Slf"S 

~ ~1T liT6!T,;;:S ~ 'n:;;r0lf ;; ~ : 
qrU, ~ 'lIT ~~ 1  if; f"flf, ~ : 1 T '? 

Ill) ~ f"-Ifm ~: ~ ~ T :T 

~ ~T ~ ~ ~ lrlf>[T if;;;rr "I';o'rri' 
QfflT ~, ~  >rr ~-  If>''''' ~ QT, 
~ 'l>"r ~T  hom if;" f,', T~ i:t tP.: 
<R ifR <1'1 'foT ;;ri'q QT I ;;rrr.r:r>: wf1l;-
ri ~ T if rn:%'I' ~~  ~ .( ~-  

<!Tn <r.1' I T ~ ~ 'P' 'P1i' ~  o· 

,m;;rrl( ~ "Ii'rl' ~ 1 ~  mlf m 1.'Ji1lf: 

li''fT If>T m f'1'OfT ~~-~  - ~
~~T QT f.r>h: ~ I ~ . ~ 

~~  ~ ~ fu;nm t fit; ~ ~~ 
'SI'!Jffi!f'l'f ~1  3 ~ ,~ ~ 

~ m ~-~ wm If>T ~ ~1 ~ 
~~ : ~~ I 

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL 
DER: Sir, the Minister, in his statement, 
stated that six persons have been arrested. 
But, the Calcutta edition of the States 
man dated 28th July, 1973 says th:tt a 
dozen hoodlums of the same village strip-
ped and tortured with the red 
hot iron rod. He says that only six 
persons have not been' arrested. I 
want to know why the other persons 
havr-o ~ been arrested. The paper 
further says that eight victims were 
sent to a doctor in Madhupura and 
the Police Station. They alJef(eq!1 
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lodged a written report. It appears 
that they accepted bribes from the 
assailants; the doctor also accepted 
the bribes and he is involved in this 
gruesome incident. Therefore, I want 
to know from him why the doctor 
was not arrested and why proper 
steps were not taken in this regard? 

The hon. Prime Minister, in the House, 
stated that a Special Cell was being set 
up under the leadership of the Chief 
Minister of the State. But, in  spite 01 
that, in Bihar, this type of gruesome mci-
dent occurred. So, I want to know 
whether-in spite of the Special Cell being 
set up under the leadership of the Chief 
Minister such atrocities are committed on 
the harijans--the Government is pre-
pared to institute an inquiry by a Par-
liamentary Committee into the horrible 
incidents. 

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: Well, 
Sir, the matter is already before the Ques-
tions Committee of the Vidhan Sabha. 
When the matter came up in the Bihar 
Legis[ative Assemb[y, the Members were 
not satisfied with the answers given; or 
they wanted more facts. And h ~ , 

the Speaker referred it to the QuestIOns 
Committee of the Legis['ature. All the 
points regarding the doctor's certificate, 
the delay in registration of the case and 
other allegations or remarks made by the 
non. Members and which were also men-
tioned in the debate in the State Assemb[y 
are all referred to the Questions Com-
mittee. We W'ant to wait and see what 
they have got to say in the matter. 

'" u;A: ""R '"" : !!!Will' 
~,  ~: ~ ~ ~ 

R; lfil' ~ i\t lrT ~ alii!' ~ W<r-
. ~ I ~( ~  

~ ~,~~ ~~~, 
.~ ~ it; ~ 'IfTlTT ~ SITll': W ~ 
,*" ~ ott fuli m ~  ~ I 

~~1 ~~ 

~-~ ~ ;;ft 'Ii<: ~T ~, ~ '" 
~ ~, \lrf.!;;r ~ iR' m<m: ~ ~ 

""" '!i1"f ~ ~T R; ~~~ ~ ~ 
.~ ~ ~ ... \ifTlf ? 

'l'\' ~ ,. ~~: ~ : iR'Ilf m<m: 
~~~ ~ :~~~ 

'lfi Ef'<!T iflfT & I 
MR. SPEAKER: We have taken about 

20 minutes already on this question. A 
discussion has already been fixed regard-
ing this. 

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Apart from 
the fact that the Prime Minister has 
shown her interest in condemning these 
incidents and has appointed a cell, 
may I know whether any special 
meeting of the Chief Ministers will be 
convened to avoid recurrence of such 
incidents in future because this is 
not an isolated case of Harijans be-
ing tourtured and they are being tor-
tured in most of the States? May I 
know of the Chief Ministers to dis-
cuss this problem exhaustively with 
the help of the Opposition leaders? 

SHRI RAM NIW AS MIRDHA: The 
steering committee which has been re-
cently formed under the chairmanship of 
the Prime Minister is meeting on 24th 
August, and this will be one of the points 
that will be discussed by the steering 
committee, so that when the national in-
tegration council machinery is activised, 
how these questions of atrocities and re-
[ated matters could be tackled, wi1\ 'also 
be taken care of. 

Report of Enquiry CommisBioD Into the 

Aftllln of Natloaal IDstItate of De8lInI. 
Ahmedabad 

+ 
·383. SHRI VEKARIA: 

SHRI ARVIND M. PATEL: 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY be P[casod to state: 

(a) whether the Report of the En-
quiry Commission which was ap-
pointed by the Union Government 
to enquire into the affairs ot the 
National Institute of Design, Ahme-
dabad, has been since examined, and 

(b) if so, the main recommendations 

made and action takll!\ br ~ ~ 

thereon? 




