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beedt “acceplodl By Conovhimient” knd cobi-
mended to the Stafe Cioverameuts tor
necessary  action.

The Trade Unions Act, 1926 and the
Minimum Wages Act, 1948 are applicable
to agricultural labour,  Agricultural
farmis run on commiekcial Haes are also
covered under the Industrial Disputes
Act, 1947. The Employees® Provident
Fund and Family Pemion Fupd Act, 1952
is applicable to agricultural labour ang-
aged in specified plantations. The Work-
men's Compensation Act, 1923 is applic-
able to workers employed in farming by
tractors or other contrivanges driven by
steam or other mechanical power or by
electricity

The constitution of an Expert Cell on
agricnlfural labour is under consideration.
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Comumissioning vf Blast Fursaces in
Bokaro Steel Piamt

*323. SHRI E. V. VIKHE PATIL:
Will the Minister of STEEL AND MI-
NES be pleased to state:

(8) the progress made so far in the erec-
tion and commissioning of warlous blast
furnaces in the first, second, and third
stages of Bokaro Steel Plant;

(b) when all the furmaces of the first
stage of Bokaro Steel Plant are likely to
be completed and commissioned, and

(c) whether the first blast furnace of
the first stage commissioned in  October,
1972 has been working without any trou-
ble whatsoever?

THE MINISTER OF HEAVY INDUS-
TRY AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
T. A. PAI): (a) to (c). The Bokaro Steel
Plant will have three Blast Furnaces in
the first stage (17 million ingot tonues)
and two more will be installed in the se-
cond stage (4 million ingot tonnes).

2. The first Blast Furnace was commis-
sioped on the 3rd October, 1972. The
second Blast Furnace is scheduled to be
commissioned in March, 1974 and the
third in October, 1974, The two furnaces
of the second stage are due for comnms-
sining in November, 1975 and Novem-
ber, 1976 respectively.

3. Up to the end of July, 1973, 64 per
cent of structural erection and 60 per cent
of equipment erection have been complet-
ed on Blast Furnace No. 2. In Blast
Furnace No. 3, 28 per cent of strictural
erection has been completed. The laying
of foundations for the Fourth and Fifth





