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LOK SABHA

Tuetdav, August % lWZ/Sravtma 
16, 1895 (Sato)

The bek Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock

[M R S p e a k e r  in  the Chair) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a> to 
<c), A statement is placed on the 
Table of the House.

Statement

(a) Loading at originating revenue 
earning traffic during April and May 
1971 m s  2.05 million tonnes less 
Hum tht anticipation for these two 
months.

2

(b) This drop was the cumulative 
result of a number of factors like 
strikes and agitations by Railway 
staff, extensive power shedding and 
frequent power tripping, particular­
ly in the Eastern region, severe 
drought and summer conditions af­
fecting availability of running staff 
and water for steam engines, diffi­
cult loco coal position on some 
Railways which affected running of 
••team trains and very heavy move­
ment of foodgrains from a limited 
area on the Northern Railway.

(c) A meticulous watch is being 
kept daily over rail operation and 
coi receive measures aie being taken 
to arrest any deteriorating trend 
noticed The co-oprration of trade 
and major users of Railway assets is 
also being sought continuously to 
expedite loading and unloading op­
erations with a view to improving 
the turn-round Railway services 
have been declared as essential ser­
vices. and Defence of India Rules 
have been promulgated so as to fce 
essentially a deterrent against stri­
kes.
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SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: Accord­

ing to the statemenf of the hon. 
Minister the shortfall in the estimat­
ed originating revenue earning traf-

fie was 2.05 million tonnes du!'.'ing 
April and May 1973, which works 
out to an average of one million 
tonnes per month, which is ,1uite 
serious. I would like to know what 
are the factors which were not tak­
en into consideration when the es­
timates were prepared by the Rail­
way Ministry which resulted, so 
soon after the estimates were p1·e­
pared, in a shortfall of one milho11 
tonnes per month. What were the 
incalculable factors which were net 
taken into account? Have they 
estimated to what extent it is due to 
diversion of traffic to road transport? 

SB.RI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
The operating conditions during the 
first two months have been extreme-
ly unfavourable, and that is the 
trend which has been shown by 
these figures. Coming to the 1·ea­
sons, there was extensive power 
shedding and frequent power trip­
ping on the eastern and south eas­
tern railways. During the month of 
April in the south eastern railways 
alone we had about 374 instances of 
power shedding affecting a.bout 435 
trains. These figures pertain to 
April-May. In May, there wern 
about 298 cases affecting about 442 
trains. Each instance of power trip­
ping affects severely the running of 
trains not only in a pa.rticular 
area. but throughout the country. The 
power shedding also affected our 
loco sheds, our marshalling yards 
and also the signalling and cable 
instruments. 

Then, because of the acute drou­
ght conditions in certain areas, large 
quantities of foodgrains had to be 
moved from northern region to 
southern region with the result-we 
had never anticipated this massive 
movement of foodgrains-we had to 
get back a large number of empty 
wagons leavin·g behind traffic avail­
able. In normal conditions, this 
traffic coul<l have been loaded. An­
other extraordinary thing was that 
we had to move foodgrains to Kera.la 
which was also not foreseen before · 
and this affected the earnings to 
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this extent. These are some of the 
reasons which have really reduced 
the traffic earnings. 

The number of strikes since April 
last year and between 23rd and 26th 
May forced the Government to pro­
mulgate the Defence of India rlules. 
During this short period, the entire 
transport system was dislocated. As 
I have already said, the railway sys­
tem runs like veins in the body. If 
there is one cI61 in some place, the 
whole system is affected. This is 
what has happened. A large number 
of these wild-cat strikes, whatever 
they are called, have dislocated the 
traffic. They are also responsible for 
getting lesser traffic earnings. About 
the road transport, there has not 
been much diversion there. 
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�� i'1' �r cfin:r�· t ilf'+l'Ff # m� mf¥<l'T 
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;:\'�;:\'fl·ru:qf �);:\' t gf<t �19 c'"'rfif rr 
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ofcli �T �rit<Tr I 

lllO' ii'f�T� f +IP..T : fr �B' � B'0cf 
�1 � '>l'T i:t�i ;;fr ;:\' q;� f<ti +if�� 

�?tj fi ,p;fi' � I ;i:fPi t fr WiJclH 
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� fo·.ir �10r cfi'T � ;ff cfi'T 'i'ii:r c:n:,=rr cr-rr l . 
��·ft111 .=r�r fEFi <f;'J'i.r�n i ir ·=r�r I 

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYY& 
The Minister has stated in' the state­
n;ient and also in course of his reply 
that there has been a shoi:tfall in 
traffic earnings due to strikes, etc. 
May I know from the Minister 
whe�her it is a fact that 'big traders 
are also responsible for this short­
fall because they do not unload their 
good:; in time? For days together, 
the wagons are kept engaged because· 
of the non-cooperation of big traders. 

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
The entire foodgrains movement is 
done on behalf of the Food Cor­
poration of India. There may be a 
very few instances where unscrupu­
lous traders may be using our wag­
ons as godowns. \Ve have enhanced 
the demurrage charges and wharf­
age charges. This has considerably 
reduced the number of wagons. which 
are held by unscrupulous traders. 
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SHRI JAGANNATH RAO: The 
Minister has admitted that the Rail­
ways are facing keen competition 
from private road transport. May I 
know whether the centre will take 
up the State Governments the forma­
tion of Road Transport Corporations 
in which the Railways could be a 
partner?

Secondly, what are the losses in­
curred fey the Railway due to pil­
ferage?

SHRI* MOHD. SHAFT QURESHI: 
The losses suffered toy the Railways 
by way of compensation claims due 
to pilferage and other cases amount 
to Rs. 12 crores. Every effort is 
being made to have a sort of co­
ordination between the road trans­
port system and the railway system 
and the Railways have introduced 
the container system and the freight 
forwarding system which guarantees 
that over long distances the commo­
dities which are high-rated commo­
dities shall be conveyed safely and 
securely and delivered to the consi­
gnee in the condition in which they 
were despatched. These are some 
of the steps which we have taken 
to meet the competition from the road 
transport system and it is our policy 
that where the road transport sys­
tem can be more economical and 
more reasonable, the railways 
not enter that field.

ME. SPEAKER: Shn Sarjoo Pandey 
—not here.

Shri Bhogendra Jha.

Creation of a separate Ministry of Oil 
Exploration

*223. SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: 
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS be pleased to re­
fer to the reply given to Unstarred 
Question No. 9609 on the 8th May, 
1973 regarding the creation of a 
separate Ministry of Oil Exploration 
and state:

(a) whether consideration of the 
recommendations of the Malaviya 
Committee has since been completed; 
and

(b) if so, the outcome thereof?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI D. K. 
BOROOAH): (a) The main recom­
mendations of the Malaviya Com­
mittee which deal with the restruct­
uring o f the ONGC are still under 
examination at the highest level in




