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Supply of oils for use on light 
Machine-Guns

*

*343. SHRI MAHADEEPAK SINGH 
SHAKYA:

SHRI I1UKAM CHAND
KACHAWAI:

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Miner a’ H.\ draulic 
Buffer Oil supplied by M/s Volvotive 
(India) Private Limited to the Defence 
Department for use on the Light 
Machine-Gun was found to be useless 
when used;

(b) if so, the amount of loss suffer-
ed by Government on this account; 
and

(c) whether any action has been 
taken against the Chief Inspector of 
the Chief Inspectorate of Materials, 
Kanpur who had inspected and accept-
ed the oil?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
(SHRI JAGJIVAN RAM): (a) to (c). 
A statement is laid on the Table of 
Sabha.

Statement
(a) Mineral Hydraulic Buffer Oil 

which is used for the recoil system 
of guns was supplied by M/s. Valvo- 
line (India) Private Ltd. At the time 
of pre-supply inspection the oil was 
found acceptable as per specifications 
governing the contract in question. 
However, the oil developed a tendency 
to gelling in storage. The matter was 
investigated and a simple method has 
been evolved to rectify this defect to 
make the oil reusable and a good por-
tion of the available stock has been 
rectified. The rectification of the 
balance is in progress.

(b) the cost of rectification of the 
oil is estimated to be approximately 
Rs. 75.000. DGS&D has been request-
ed to recover the amount from the 
supplier.

(c) Sampling of the bulk supply 
was made by an independent authori-
ty, i.e., Inspector of General Stores, 
Calcutta, and the testing of the sam-
ples was done by a different authority, 
viz.. Chief Inspector of Materials, 
Kanpur, and the samples were found 
acceptable as per specifications. How-
ever, the tendency for gel formation 
developed only later after storage for 
over a year. On the basis of investi-
gations carried out by the Defence In-
spection Organisation in collaboration 
with the Research and Development 
Organisation, a simple method of recti-
fication has been devised and the re- 
levent specifications have also been 
revised to safeguard against such 
eventualities in future.

In view of the above position, no 
action is called for against the Chief 
Inspector of Materials, Kanpur or the 
Inspector of General Stores, Calcutta.
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SHRI MUHAMMED KHUDA BUK- 
HSH. Lubricating oil is lubricating 
the mechanism of the machine gun. 
The hon. Minister mentioned that 
there were certain short-comings about 
the oil. What was the precise nature 
of the short-coming? Was it loss of 
viscosity on heating up?

SHRI JAGJIVAN RAM. As I have 
said in the statement, it was gel for-
mation and as I have stated, on exami-
nation it was found that there were 
certain chemicals which created that 
cffect and, after that, the scientists 
have rectified it and it is functioning 
satisfactorily.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY. 
The hon Minister said that it was due 
to certain foreign material entering 
into the lubricating oil I want to 
know whether it was intentional...

MR. SPEAKER: What he said was 
that it was according to specification
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but, later on, it was discovered. What 
do you mean by ‘intentional’?

SHRI M. RAM GOFAL REDDY: It 
is a very sensitive material used tor 
defence purposes. I want to know 
whether this mixture is on account of 
som e.... {Interruptions) I  would not 
use the word ‘sabotage', but whether 
it was intentionally done by some one 
who wanted to make some money or 
whether it was only accidental.

SHRI JAGJIVAN RAM: I do not 
think there is anything intentional 
because the party will have to pay for 
the purification of it.
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MR. SPEAKER: Shri Piloo Mody— 
absent.

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
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THE MINISTER O r DEFENCE 
(SHRI JAGJIVAN RAM): (a) Gov-
ernment are aware that Pakistan has 
carried out normal training exercises 
in the area where her troops are 
deployed at present:

(b) All such activities are taken 
into consideration in reviewing o\ 
defence measures.
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