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MR. SPEAKER : We will stand in silence 
for ft while to express our sorrow.

The Mtmbers then stood in silence fo r  
a short while.

MR. SPEAKER: Before we take up 
Questions, 1 would like to inform the House 
that there will be no lunch hour on Wednes­
day and Thursday. Of course there will be 
lunch hour today. Next week, on Tuesday 
and Wednesday there will be no lunch hour.

Now, we will take up Questions.

ORAL ANSWBRS TO QUESTIONS

Percentage of Missing Coal Wagons

*646. SHRI ANNASAHEB GOT- 
KHINDE : Will the Minister of RAILWAYS 
be pleased to state :

(a) whether the percentage of missing 
coal wagons to the total number of wagons 
booked continues to be high on the Railways, 
even after the introduction of the new proce­
dure of machine linking since August, 1966 ; 
and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a) Yes Sir.

(b) (1) Inaccurate and incomplete pre­
paration of initial documents.

(2) diversions and interceptions of 
coal wagons, and

(3) errors in coding and punching 
of documents.

SHRI ANNASAHEB GOTKHINDE : The 
position is quite different from what the hon. 
Minister has stated. Some six years ago it 
was stated that there was heavy incidence of 
missing and unconnected coal wagons and it 
was stated before the Public Accounts Com­
mittee that the position was expected to im- 
prove with the introduction of the new pro­
cedure of machine linking. Even though 
that procedure was introduced in 1966, still

there is no improvement. The position con­
tinues to remain the same. May 1 know what 
was the amount of expenditure incurred for 
the introduction of the mechanised procedure 
and what was the number of missing and un­
connected coal wagons ?

MR. SPEAKER : Substitute for the 
missing link.

SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA : The 
hon Member has said that the position re­
mains the same. With my knowledge I may 
say that it has worsened during the last seven 
years. The deterioration on this side is start­
ling I am veiy happy that the hon. Member 
has taken interest in this subject and put a 
question. The peicentage of missing wagons 
has gone upto 31 per cent on some Railways. 
There is alarming deteiioration in this aspect 
of railway administiation. We arc taking 
various steps lor the last two or thiee months.
1 have appointed two work-study teams to 
trace the missing wagons and to rectify the 
procedure to see that such missings do not 
take placc. I had also appointed thiough the 
Financial Commissioner another s tu d y  Team 
for coal accounting system and that report is 
ready. Only today we discussed this subjcct 
in the Board and have decided to appoint a 
sub-committee with the Deputy Minister as the 
Chairman and the conceined members of the 
Railway Board as members to go into the 
whole matter cxpedittiously and make recom­
mendations so that they can be implemented 
and the deficiencies remedied.

SHRI ANNASAHLB GOTKHINDE : 
My particular question has not been answered. 
What is the expenditure that was incurred for 
the introduction of the mechanised procedure, 
which was intended to obviate these difficul­
ties ? Secondly, what was the cost of the coal 
that was transported through these missing 
and unconnected coal wagons ?

SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA : I have 
not with me the information about the exact 
amount of money involved for the hire of the 
computers. It is not really question of miss­
ing wagons as such* It is a question of mis­
directions or mis-delivery and not being able 
to verify the despatch and receipts.
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SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA : This 
question relates to coal purchase by the rail­
ways for their own purposes. Merchants and 
others do not come into this picture. So 
far as losses are concerned, the receiving points 
arc more than 500 It is a stupendous task 
even to assess the iriegulantics and losses. We 
aie at it now.

SHRI M. RAM GOI'AL RLDDY : Wc 
have heard ot only mining children. How is 
it that fully-loaded adult wapons are missing ? 
The explanation which he has given is not 
clear.

MR Sl’IAKfcR : It is a question of 
missing link

SHRI S. B. G1R1 : The hon. Minister 
has said that a committee has been appointed 
with the Deputy Railway Minister as the 
Chairman. Will he kindly consider the ques­
tion of taking the co-operation of leaders of 
recognised trade unions in the railways ?

SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA : The 
question of associating labour union leaders 
arises only in the matter of taking evidence 
and getting proposals from them. It is not a 
question of membership of the committee. 
Labour leader* ate welcome to give suggestions. 
They will be formally invited to give sugges­
tions and we make use of their knowledge 
and experience.
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