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SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : If the
agreement that was reached in the meecting
is to be discussed here, I would like to say
something because I do not think Shri
Vajpayee is correct.. (Interruption),

SOME HON. MEMBERS rose—

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : Compli-
cations are being created.

MR, SPEAKER : 1 will collect
relevant information...(Interruption)

the

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : Let us get
it clarified.

MR. SPEAKER : Question Hour is not
the proper time to raise this question.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Uniform Price for Foodgralng
+

SHRI B. S. BHAURA :
SHRIR. V. BADE :

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
(KRISHI MANTRI) be pleased to state :
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(a) whether the Agricultural Pricos
Commission wanted uniform price tor food-
grains, especially wheat ; and

(b) whether  Government would
announce the prices only after consulting
the Chief Ministers ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (KRISHI
MANTRALAYA MEN RAJYA MANTRI)
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE) : (a)
The Agricultural Prices Commission recom-
mended a uniform price of Rs, 68.00 per
quintal for indigenous red wheat and Rs.
74.00 per quintal for all other varieties of
wheat for 1971-72 marketing season.

(b) After obtaining the views of the
Chief Ministers, Government have fixed the
procurement prices of all varieties of wheat
excepting the indigenous red wheat at Rs.
76 00 per quintal. The procurement price of
indigenous red wheat have been fixed between
Rs. 7100 and Rs. 74 00 on the basis of the
proposals received from the State Govern-
ments Most of the State Governments were
not in favour of reducing the procurement
prices as suggested by the Agricultural
Prices Commission,

SHRI B. S. BHAURA : I want to know
whether it is a fact that the Government had
rejected the recommendations of the Agri-
cultural Prices Commission under pressure
of big land owners and landlords and, if not,
1 want to know under what conditions, under
what grounds, the Government had rejected
the recommendations of the Agricultural
Prices Commission when the Commission
had recommended a reduction in the prices
of wheat. Why had the Government not
accepted that recommendation ?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : The
insinuation made by the hon. Member is
not correct. The normal procedure is that
after receiving the Report of the Agricultural
Prices Commission, we discuss it in the
Chief Ministers' Conference and, in consul-
tation with the Chief Ministers, some price
is suggested. Now, this time, there was a lot
of discussion among the Chief Ministers anad
a consensus emerged that the same price
which was being paid to the farmers last
yoar should be maintained. The Agriculturat
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Prices Commission had suggested only a
maiginal reduction of Rs. 2/-. That was not
accepted by the Chicf Ministers. It was not
done under any pressure because the argu-
ment of the Chief Ministers was that the
cost of production has also gone up and
that it will not be in the interest of produc-
tion since we have yet to become self-
sufficient and that in the interest of national
economiy, the same procurement price should
be maintained as last year.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE :
Theie asc many varicties of wheat hke any
other foodgrains. As faras superior variety
wheat is concerned, we have not fixed any
price. That fetches a higher price than Rs.
76/- per quintal m the market and, therefore,
that can be sold by the farmer at any price
above Rs. 76/-. 1n addition the only price
has been fixed in the case of indigenous red
variety wheat which is between Rs 71/- and
Rs, 74/-,
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : The
consutner interest has been taken very much
int> consideration. We purchase at Rs. 76/~
and issue at Rs, 78/- all over the country.
Our cost price is much higher if we take into
consideration mandi charges, freight charges,
cte. It will come to Rs. 94/-. But we issue
the same wheat at Rs, 78/-.

SHRIR. V., SWAMINATHAN : May 1
hnow from the hon, Minister whether the
Agricultural Prices Commission while sug-
gesting the uniform price for foodgrains have
suggested any unifoym price for rice and, if
80, what is the rate fixed.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : This
is regarding wheat prices, We get separate
reports from the Agricultural Prices Com-
mission about khaiif cereals including rice.
That is also discussed with the Chief
Ministers. I can Jay on the Table of the
House a statement showing the prices which
have bcen fixed for rice on the basis of the
recommendations of the Commission and on
the basis of thc advice of the Chief
Ministers.

SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN : You
have no idca about rice ?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE :1
have the idea. But the broad structure varies
from State to State. It is between Rs. 74/-
to Rs. 90/ per quintal. It varies from State
to State. It is not uniform.

SHRI B, S. MURTHY : Is the Minister
aware that the cost of production varies
from arca to area ard also from State to
State ? In that context, how is it that the
Commission was able to arrive at a uniform
rate of foodgrains for the whole country ?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : It
is in the interest of national food economy
that some broad pattern, uniform pattern is
evolved as far as the price structure is con-
cerned so that the interest of the producers
and consumers are fully protected. There is
also one long-term aspect of the problem
which has to be taken into consideration.
Even from the point of view of land use and
crop pattern it is desirable that that crop
should be encouraged which gives the
maximum income to the farmer. Naturally
this broad, uniform pattern of prices will
help proper land dues and crop paitern in
the long run.

SHRI JYOTIRMQY BOSU : The
rising prices is a matter which is worrying
all of us, in West Bengal. Could you tell us
what steps you propose to take to narrow
down the regional disparities in the prices of
essential foodgrains that exist in the country
today ?

MR. SPEAKER :
‘Procurement”...

This i about
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SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : He is
almost a mobile encyclopaedia in agricultural
matters...

MR. SPEAKER : For me, the question
must be rclevant.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : The
position in West Bengal is alarming A kilo
of rice in West Bengal today costs Rs, 3-50
whereas in the neighbouring State of Andhra
Pradesh, paddy is available at Rs. 40 per
quintal. That is why I want the Minister to
tell us the position.

MR. SPEAKER : The question is about
procurement price. 1 am sorry. You think
of another question in the meanwhile.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL RFDDY :
Cost of production has gone up. In spite of
that he is giving the rate of last year only.
Cost of production goes up. If 1t 1s not paid
in proportion to cost of production, yield
will go down. What is the explanation of the
Minister for this ?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : As
an intelligent Member, the hon, Member
should know that there has been some
marginal rise in cost of production. But
there has been also increase in productivity.
The whole society has some share tn the
rising productivity, because there 15 invest-
ment of public exchequer in research and
infra-structure which helps to increase pro-
duction and contribution by society as a
whole. As a result of increasing productivity
the society is entitled to have its share.

Meeting of Central Trade Union Orga-
sisations to Evolve Labour Policy

4

%92, SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA:
SHRI NIHAR LASKAR :

Wil the Minister of LABOUR AND
REHABILITATION  (SHRAM AUR
PUNARVAS MANTRI) be pleased to
state @

(a) whether Government have called all
Central Trade Union Organisations to 2
meeting in order to evolve a better labour

policy ; and
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(b) if so, the outcome of the meeting ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND REHA-
BILITATION (SHRAM AUR PUNARVAS
MANTRALAYA MEN UP MANTRI
SHRI BALGOVIND VERMA) : (a) Yes,
Sit,

(b) Although there was some divergence
of views, there was near unanimity on what
weie the essential problems demanding
solution and also a broad measure of agree-
ment on the lines along which solutions
could be found.
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