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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven
of the Clock

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chairl

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

weg wm ¥ ey & geal § afs

+
*541. St gEW WRW SUATE :
ot sy T W

" w1 ofy W4t qg 7A€ g D
L M

(%) ®ar FFad, 1971 & qvary
weq w¥w ¥ el & et & afy
gkl

(&) afy gf, ot Sak sr wew § ;
"t

(1) = vs-gerc ¥ geat § wh
v & fa¥y a7 wwee ¥ ey
atdr § ?

2

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASAHEB P, SHINDE) : (a) There
has been some rise in the price of Maize
during the period January to June 1971, The
prices of rice and jowar have shown a mixed
behaviour, whereas the prices of wheat,
gram and bajra have fallen during the
period.

(b) Therise in price of Maize is
scasonal in character,
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE : It
would not be correct to say that there has
been a gemeral prioe risa in the oase of
foodgrains ; in fact, as compared to last
year, the prices of cereals all over she
country, including Madbya Pradesh, ace
broadly lower by 5 per cent. Therefore,
there is nocause for anxiety as such. In
ceriain centres difficulty does arise., Ia the
case of maize, for instance, as 1 said, there
has, been some margipal increase in price in
certain centres, not all over the country, but
the Food Corporation of India tias procured
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80 much maize that we are not finding any
market for that maize. So, there is no
dificulty, I do not think the fears expressed
by the hon. Member are justified by the
situation,
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P, SHINDE : As

I submitted eartier, maire prices, a8 com-

pared to last year, are lower by 21 per cent.

But we have got reports that in ope centre

in Madhya Pradesh and one centre in Bihar,

tliere has Beon some rise in the market price,

We are thinking whether we can unload soine

g the maize held by the Food Corporation
those centres %o that the price rige’

pr 8¢ is

1o regard to the cdtnpldint of the hon.
Member that foodgraitis are purchascd at
vauch chedper prices Tromi producers, the
hon. Member knows that we have given ap
msurnnoe 10 the farmers of this country that
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as far as wheat, rice, elc., are concerned,
we are purchasing them at procurement
prices. It is a good thing for us that the
Food Corporation is having a commanding
position in the Indian market as far as food
purchases are concerned,

SHR! K. MALLANNA : Pioduction of
foodgrains has risen, Blackmarketers with
their black money and hoarders purchase
foodgrains in the harvest season at lower
prices and create an artificial scarcity of

foodgrains by hoarding. May I know what
action has been taken against these people ?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: I
connot say that black money Is not invested
by some people in the purchase of foodgrains
etc. But I examined the position recently
and I found that out of the total market
arrival of wheat in Punjab, 95 per cent is
purchased by the Food Corporation and very
limited quantities are purchased by the food
trade. The reason is that the clement of
speculation has come dowa. In the good
old days it used to happen that in the post-
harvest period prices used to slump and in
the lean period prices used to rise, with the
result that the speculator used to make pro-
fiteoring.  But because of a very comforta-
ble position of Food economy and com-
manding position of the Food Corporation
in the Indian market and the large-scale pro-
curement by the Corporation, this specula.
tive element has come down very much., I
do not think the fears expressed by the hon.
Member are, in and way, true in the pre-
sent set of circumstances,

SHRI 8. B, GIRI : The hon. Minister
has said that the price of mdize hes gone
down. May I know whether the Govern-
ment is prepared to compensate fatmers
where the price has gone down 7

SHRI ANNASAHEB P, SHINDE : We
are procuring at the procurement prices. The
general price level has not increased, as I
said. On the contrary, it has gone down a8
compared to Inst yedr,
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