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way Board hod taken up the matter 
very seriously and that they are pro* 
viding coachea to see that the over
crowding of passengers is minimised 
to the maximum extent. My question 
Is: in the suburban section, I spe
cially mention the Howrah-Bandel- 
Sealdah Sections, in the local trains, 
the coacnes have been cancelled on 
Sundays and other gaxetted holidays.
I want to know whether the Minister 
will take up the matter seriously 
without depending upon certain ins
pection by the local authorities who 
do not give their reports to the Mi
nister?

SHRI BUTA SINGH: I take this 
from the hon Member. I hope that 
there is no shortage in providing more 
passenger coaches. We 8hall review 
this.
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MR. SPEAKER- Are you divert
ing your traffic to the private buses?

SHRI BUTA SINGH: No, Sir.
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Rail Link with Iran

*290. SHRI R. S. PANDEY: Will the 
Minister ol RAILWAYS be pleased to 
state.

(a) whether there is any proposal to 
have rail link with Iran in the near 
future; and

(b) if so, the salient features there
of?

THE MINISTER OF STATS IN THI 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) anc 
(b). Proposals for the construction o 
new rail link between Kerman anc 
Zaheden in Iran, are under considers.
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tioa of that Government. Tfeese pro
posals, if and when implemented, will 
provide rall-link with the Indian Itail- 
Ways through the Pakistani Railways.

SHRI R. 8 . PANDEY: Sir, today in 
the newspapers a news item has ap
peared that India has been awarded 
Rs. 200 crore contract from Iran. I 
would like to know whether it is true. 
If so, what are the details?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: Sir, 
whatever the news, the news agency 
has indulged in wild guessing. It has 
no foundation.

SHRI M. S. SANJEEVI RAO: Sir, I 
am sure the hon. Minister is aware to
day a lot of time is taken for travel
ling to middle-east countries and Iran. 
With this background will the Minis
ter think seriously of starting alterna
tive route not only to Iran but to mid
dle-east countries by giving priority to 
establish rail link as quickly as pos
sible?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
This can be done on bilateral basis 
between the two governments. As and 
when any Government desires to dis
cuss the matter with the Indian rail
ways, we are ready. We have already 
started discussing with Iran and Iraq 
governments and the discussions are 
going on.

SHRI BIBHUTI MISHRA: Sir, the 
Minister has used the words ‘if and 
when’. May I know the definition or 
duration of ‘if and when*?
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DR. RANEN SEN: Sir, when there 
are many parts of India without rail 
link on account of which trade and 
industry cannot develop, why is it 
found necessary by the Government of 
India to spend money for rail link 
with Iran and Iraq where we can go 
by ship?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI; 
Sir, it is part of our industrial and 
economic development that we have 
to establish links with other coun
tries. Afterall we cannot trade 
within ourselves. We have to trade 
with other countries. There is also 
a proposal of the United Nations for 
an Asian Railway System.

Arrest of Cooking Gas Dealers

*292. SHRI R. K. SINHA: Will the 
Minister of PETROLEUM be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether some cooking gas 
dealers in Delhi and other Parts of 
the country have recently been ar
rested for selling gas cylinders with 
less quantity of gas; and

(b) if so, the action proposed to 
be taken against such gas dealers?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
(SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA): (a) and
(b). Checking of 57 Liquefied Petro
leum Gas dealers was done by the 
Civil Supplies Department of the Delhi 
Administration on the 2nd and 3rd 
August, 1976. Irregularities such as 
discrepancies in the daily stock regis
ter and non-display of prices and 
stocks were found in 12 cases against 
whom F.I.Rs. were lodged under the 
Defence of India Rules. In one case, 
one gas cylinder was found to be hav
ing 7 Kgs. less. According to the in
formation available with the oil com
panies, no arrests of LPG dealers for 
the supply of underfilled cylinders 
have been made in other States.




