
Oral Answers BHADRA 9, 1898 (SAKA) Oral Answers 18

r m M m  of «M Best for one p— enter
+

•280. DR. K. L. RAO:
SHRI N. E. HORO:

Will the Ministei of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether any study has been 
made about the number of coaches re
quired for different routes to ensure 
one seat for every passenger in trains; 
and

(b) if so, the outcome thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
BUTA SINGH): (a) and (b). Sir,
However, periodical census of occupa
tion of all non-suburban passenger 
carrying trains is taken on the Rail
ways twica a year to assess the ex
tent of occupation in each train and 
on the basis of results of these census 
and having regard to the availability 
of requisite resources, steps are 
taken to intrrduce additional trains 
as also to extent the runs and aug
ment the loads of existing trains to 
meet the requirements of traffic on 
different routes.

DR. K. L. RAO: In view of ■
the overcrowding in the Indian Rail
way system, is it not desirable that 
there should be a regular survey of 
the percentage of overcrowding in 
different trains and at different times?
I would like to know whether the 
hon. Minister is going to do this.

SHRI BUTA SINGH: 1 take the
suggestion from the hon. Member. 
But, as I informed, twiee a year 
there is regular survey done on the 
occupancy of the trains, rush of pas
sengers, etc. It is almost a regular fea
ture in the Indian Railways, and we 
have been able to know the extent 
of overcrowding on all the major 
routes of the Indian Railways.

DR. K. L, RAO: Is ihe hon. Mi
nister thinking of introducing some 
short-term measures like establishing

point to point service, design of seats 
of coaches and addition of more coa
ches? Overcrowding is a bad thing 
and notwithstanding the overcrowd
ing a person always pays for Tiis seat. 
So, will the hon. Minister think of 
some such steps to reduce overcrowd
ing in Indian railways?

SHRI BUTA SINGH: We are tak
ing several steps. The one suggested 
by the hon. Member is also a very 
important step that will decrease the 
rush on the trains, that is, point to 
point service. Already we have identi
fied the problem We have introduced 
large number of trains to cover short 
distance? to reduce the rush on major 
trains. We have also augment of 
the capacity of the trains by dieselis- 
ing and by electrifying most of the 
major routes.
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SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA: 
Sir, the Minister said that the Rail-
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way Board hod taken up the matter 
very seriously and that they are pro* 
viding coachea to see that the over
crowding of passengers is minimised 
to the maximum extent. My question 
Is: in the suburban section, I spe
cially mention the Howrah-Bandel- 
Sealdah Sections, in the local trains, 
the coacnes have been cancelled on 
Sundays and other gaxetted holidays.
I want to know whether the Minister 
will take up the matter seriously 
without depending upon certain ins
pection by the local authorities who 
do not give their reports to the Mi
nister?

SHRI BUTA SINGH: I take this 
from the hon Member. I hope that 
there is no shortage in providing more 
passenger coaches. We 8hall review 
this.
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MR. SPEAKER- Are you divert
ing your traffic to the private buses?

SHRI BUTA SINGH: No, Sir.
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Rail Link with Iran

*290. SHRI R. S. PANDEY: Will the 
Minister ol RAILWAYS be pleased to 
state.

(a) whether there is any proposal to 
have rail link with Iran in the near 
future; and

(b) if so, the salient features there
of?

THE MINISTER OF STATS IN THI 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) anc 
(b). Proposals for the construction o 
new rail link between Kerman anc 
Zaheden in Iran, are under considers.




