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SlnIrUall in use of Fertiliser 

°175, SHRt NAWAL KISHORE 
SINHA: Will the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE AND IRRIGATION be 
'Pleased to state: 

(a) whether there has been short-
fall in the use of fertilizer particu-

larly among the weaker sections; and 

(b) the extent of shortfall and re-
.medial ll'l~asures taken? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY -OF AGRICULTRUE AND 
IRRIGATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB 
P. SHINDE): (a) and (b). According 
to the available information, the con-
sUfliPtion of fertilizers in the C'ountry 
has picked up considerably after the 
price reductions 0f March-April, 1976, 
and introduction of subsidy scheme 
for Phosphatic fertilize~s. There are 
no reports with Government that there 
has been a shortfall in the use f1f 
fertffizers by the weaker sections of 
the farmers, At present, there is 
sufficient availability of fertilizers in 
the country, For encouraging the liSe 
of 'fertilizers, an intensive PromotioD 
Scheme has been undertaken in cer-
tain selected districts in the country. 
~ore and more retailpoi'l1ts, including 
mobile points, are being op~ned parti-
cularly in interior areas. -Prices cf 
fertilizers have been reduced and diS-
tribution margins mer_d. Special 
schemes lIuch as Small Farmer3 De-\'e_ 
lopment Agencies, Marginal Farmers 
and Agricultural Labourers Agencies 
and the scheme for differential rate of 
interest are in operation under wbich 
assistance is available to weakt'r 
sections to promote inter alia fertilizer 
use. Before the reduction of fertilizer 
prices, there was some set back in the 
consumption of fertilizers in !(eneral. 
But nO seperate statistical information 
is available about the leveb of con-
sumption amongst the various cate-
gories of farmers. 

SHRY NAWAL KISHORE SINHA: 
The answer is longish and Y have not 
been able to follow every sentence. 
However may I know from the hon. 
Minister ~hether there 1s any propcsal 
to conduct a survey io find out whe-
to conduct a survey to find out wne-
ther there has been any fall in the 
level of consumption of chemical fer-
tilisers by the weaker sections of the 
farmers? 

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: ·R 
is a goad suggestion. We shall loOk 
into it. 




