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Year 1974—32,000 Nos.

And year 1975—31,000 Nos.

These relate to diamond bits.  So 
far as the diamond tools are concern­
ed, the figures respectively, are 46,800; 
62,189 and 64,000 in number. If there 
are applicants the hon.  Member can 
assure them that so far as the Gov* 
ernment is concerned, it is there to 
encourage them. But at present, there 
is ho application pending.

Tabloid Newspapers for Rural Areas

♦330. SHjRI R. N. BARMAN:  Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether any effort  has  been 
made to lend a rural slant to  our 
newspapers; and

(b) whether there is any scheme to 
encourage production of tabjpid news­
papers for rural areas  to deal with 
rural problems and suggest remedies 
thereto?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING  (SHRI DHARAM 
BIR  SINHA);  (a)  The  need  for 
wider coverage of rural news has been 
repeatedly stressed by ihe Govern­
ment. However, since the newspapers 
are not run by the Government, not 
much progress has been made in this 
direction.

(b)  No, Sir. However,  production 
on such tabloid newspapers for rural 
areas would be welcome.

SHRI R. N. BARMAN: The  hon. 
Minister has said that the Government 
has no control over the newspapers; 
Wild as such, not much progress could 
be made. Recently, the conference of 
the All-India Newspaper Editors Con­
ference was held. Bid the him. I&nis* 
tw atress upon the need lor giving

rural slant by the newspaper#, at this, 
conference, which he addrested?

SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA: - As 
I had said, the Government do  not 
run the newspapers in this country. 
Both the Minister who had addressed 
the conference of the All-tndia News­
paper Editors  Conference in Patna 
and myself—both of us—-had stressed 
the point to the  Editors that there 
should be more wide coverage of news: 
from our rural and backward' areas 
in our newspapers, so that our people 
can know what is happening tljere, 
what  transformations are  taking 
place there; what changes are taking 
place. And we hope—keeping in view 
the response that wp got from the 
Editors—that they have begun  to. 
realize that there is need for a much 
wider coverage of rural news in our- 
newspapers; and our information sys­
tem.

SHRI R. N. BARMAN: Would the 
Government like to ::hange its. policies- 
and be prepared to help those news­
papers which give better rural news?-

SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA:  This
is an excellent suggestion; and  we 
would definitely consider it. If there- 
is any newspaper which circulates, or- 
covers important nev/s, or generally 
has an overtone of rural news, then 
we will naturally consider it with fa­
vour. /t9
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SHRI B. V. NAIK: The problem of 
the tabloids or the rural-biased news­
papers are basically ^nanciil. Even 
though the Minister has said that 
Government does not actually run 
these newspapers in thio country, there 
is a lot of indirect influence which 
can be exerted by the Government on 
the running of newspaper? Therefore, 
are there any schemes in the Ministr/ 
o f Information and Broadcasting 
■whereby the financial stringency of 
these newspapers or news bulletins 
could be alleviated, at least in the 
earlier stages? For instance, the Di­
rectorate of Audio-Visual Publicity 
insists on a minimum circulation, 
which itself is beyond the reach of 
many of the newspapers. Could it 
be relaxed for a short period so that 
a newspaper could establish itself, 
and after that trial period you could 
stidk to your rules regarding 2.000 
rizgutetiofl or whatever it is, so tar as 
Government advertisements are con- 
eenwwl?

THE MINISTER OF STATS tSF 
INFORMATION AND BROADCAST­
ING (SHRI VIDYA CHAR AN
SHUKLA): It is tli3 policy of the
Government to encourage newspapers 
which have a rural bias and which 
have circulation m the mraJ nrnas. As 
the hon. Member has lightly pointed 
out, here it is a question of finance. 
Here too we can help the newspapers 
to a very limited extent As s mat­
ter of policy, we try to do thft, with­
out influencing them in their business 
oi m any other manner We hope that 
in the new climate that h\<5 been gene­
rated, as we saw in the All Indie News­
paper Editors’ Conference in Patna, 
where editor after editor snid that 
this attempt would be made, Govern­
ment would be ready and willing to 
give whatever help we can legally 
and within our me ’R ■ give them.

Setting up of Spinning Mills In 
Kerala in Cooperative Sector

*331. SHRIMATI BHARGAVI
THANKAPPAN: Will the Minister of 
INDUSTRY AND CIVIL SUPPLIES 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Kerala Government 
propose to set up two spinning mills 
in Quilon and Malappuram districts in 
Cooperative Sector;

(b) whether Centre has been ap­
proached for its approval and sanc­
tioning of necessary funds for this 
project; and

(c) Government’s response thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND 
CIVIL SUPPLIES (SHIU A. C. 
GEORGE): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). Financial assistance to 
Cooperative Spinning Mil's i» befog 
provided by the National Cooperative 
Development Corporatism through the 
xjespective State Governments. No 
proposal for assisting the coope*»tiv#




