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German Umversity also found that the
result was very much encouraging. In
view of thig fact and also in view of
the fact that certain distinguished nu-
clear physicists have suggested to the
Central Government to ask the Atomic
Energy Commussion to set up a piot
plant for the commercial exploitaiion
of the hehum m that region, I want to
know what step 1s this Department--
not Education Department —of Atomic
Energy taking to set up the pilot plant
for explotati;n of helium available
not only in  Bakreswar but also n
Palamau of Hazarbagh distriet of
Bthar?

SHIIRI K C PANT The Minstiry of
Education wag funding this scaeme in
the beginning from 1972, later on after
the death of Prof Bose in 147t this
matter was referred by them it the
Department »nf Science and Technology
asking them to take over the c(heme
The Depaitmenti of gcience and Tech
nology set up a Committee to report on
this matter

Then, the Debartment of Atomic
Energy o5 ' «aid were also engaged
m the tas. and 1t was recommended
that the Depaitment of Atomic krergy
should assesg the availability of hehum
and find out whethe: 1t 1s commercally
viable t3 exnloil the hehum Ncw my
friend has given some data and some
figures—I am not going into chis mat-
ter just now because 1t 1 now under
the consideration of the Depariment of
Alomic Tneps ang the Devaitment of
Science and Technolagy After seewng
the data they wi'l come t9 a conclusion
It has not been dropped, nor his 1t
been abandoned

DR SARADISH ROY It has been
stated that a sum of rupees one lakh
hag been given for 1975-78

SHR K C PANT 1975-76 has not
tome to an end One lakh of rupees
was given for 1975-76 Day affer io-
morrow you may ask whether this will
continue or not
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PR RANEN SEN: My question has
been answered by Shri Pant. Toedey
is 31st March. Tomorrow is an all-
fools day. Does he propose that a
small meagre sum of RS 1 lakh for
such an important research wilf he
announced on the all-fools day, that is,
tomorrow Is that hig contention?

SHRI K C PANT It depends on
persons for whom it 1s announced

Proposal for Sharing of Surpius
Power by Statey

*322 SHRI S M BANERJEE Wwill
the Minister of ENERGY be pleaseq 10
state

{a) whether Central Government
have made a proposal to the State
Governments to share surplug power;
and

{b) if so, the main features thereof?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SFHRI
K C PANT) (a) ard b) While no
specific propnsal ha. been made the
relevant aspects of this matter have
heen discicseq vith the States from
t'me to time It ha. been a-reed {hat
ihe integrated opernt on of vower svs-
tems should be promoted with a vew
to meeting wnter-alia deflaty in the
availahlitv of jpower i the various
States/Regions when re juired

SHRI S M BANFRIEE Wninat fur-
ther dueetive hae been given 1y the
Centre to the Stite Governments with
regaid to the <haring of now=1? 1
would hke tn know what fnancal
aceiciance has tern given tn the States
hke the UP Tamilnadu and West
Benga) where we have seen that there
wagq a maximum power shortage What
amount 1s proposed o be gq.ven to
those States in the Fifth Plan?

SHRI K C PANT Financial assist-
ance 1s given by the Centre to the
States as part of the annual planming
exercise and this is a sum total which
i¢ given to the Stateg on the Hass of
a formula known ag ‘Gadgil Formula®.
That doey nat include the sharing of
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power a8 one of the ingredients and I
would suggest that the Btates should
dnvest in power to see that shortages
«do not cceur and to see that the:r pro-
Jects come up fast enough Centre
does not invest too much directly in
power generation We are now going
in for Central super-therma] power sta-
tions We have some hydro-electric
stations but by and large States should
‘be prepared to invest sufficiently in
power gcneration The only manner
m which we can help 1s to give assist-
ance for inter-State {ransmission lines
so that power can go from one Btate
where 1t 15 surplus to another where
it 18 less

SHRI § M BANERJEE Sir when
the question of power shortage was dis-
cussed 1n the House we were assured
by the hon Minister of having n. tional
power grid to help the varioas States
1 would Like to know whether any final
decirton has been taken in this re-pect
I not the reasons for delay?

SHRI K C PANT The setting up of
a hationaj power grid 1s a process and
it 1s not something which comes up
overmght It 1s a proces, of streng-
thening the 1arious links within o
State then within a reg:on and then
between the reqions 1 woulg hke to
say we are al a stage wherge we ure
strengthening the regional grid. and
creal ng  regional  electriaty boards
‘This has becn happenmng m +he last few
ycars and today the regional links are
fairlv strong Some of the inter-regio-
nal links are being strengthened
There are centrilly sponsored pro-
grammes to construct the inter-State
anq regional bnks Thirty such pro-
jects have been taken up in the Fourth
Plan

SHRI DINESH JOARDER Whether
the Mimstry of Energy i, gomng to
chalk out an integrated plan for utili-
sation of surplus energy in the country
Some time back there were certain
suggestions from some of the States
for wutilisalion of the surplis energy
particularly during night hours and
more particularly in the industrial belt
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area so that the surplus energy can be
utilised 1n the night shift ang thereby
also dwverting the energy to the baok-
warg and deficiént areas where now
agricultura] operatfons like Lft rriga-
tion, ete are going on

SHRI K C PANT Inter-State trans.
feig of power have taken place m many
States and many of the deficit States
have been helped So far as utlisa-
tion of surplus mght power is concern~
ed—which 15 a problem m Calcutta—I
would think that it is easier to use
power for industries at night than for
agriculture So, if it is possible for
the industries in Calcutta and West
Benga] to make better use of power at
night then 1t wil] certamnly help the
power situation in Calcutta ang West
Bengal

SHRI B K DASCHOWDHURY Sir,
two thingg emerge from the hon Mims-
ter’s statement As regards the Gadgil
Formula there is no such scope for
division ang allocation of finances on
the basis of augmentation of nore
power I would like o know fiom the
hon Minister whether steps should he
taken from now on for more and rore
augmentation of power potentialities
of the respective States and for that
matter whether adequate finances
would be given Secondly I would
also like to draw the attentinrn of the
hon Minister as to whether he has
come across a recent news ilem that in
North-Bengal there 1s enough potentia-
hty of water wealth ang out of this
water wealth we can have power to
the extent of 1000 to 1800 mw

A few days ago a Japanee feam
while viviting that area were saying
with regard to exploration that ‘dollars
are flowing wnfo the sea and nobody
3o taking care of 1t Based on ths
observation of the Japanese *cam that
dollayg are flowing into the Bay of
Bengal meaning that the North Bengal
water wealth 15 going wasle, will the
Government of India on their own
appoint a Commussion or some experts
of the Water and Power Commission
to formulate an integrated plan for
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tapping this potential in the North
Bengal area?

S8HRI K. C. PANT: We are aware of
the potential in the North Bengal area.
In fact, last week, there were two ques-
tions in relation to the Norti Bengal
area which I answered in the House
whevre I gave full details of the schemes

taken up, the money that has
been allotted and the iime-span within
which the schemes are likely to fruc-
Hty.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY:
What about the observatior of the
Japanese team?

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Lakkappa.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: There were
bilateral talks between Karnataka and
Keralg in regarq to the sharing of sur-
plus power. What are the resuits of
the talks?

SHRI K. C. PANT: The delibera-
tions were bilateral, they were not
trilateral. The two States know best
what happeneq between them. They
have not sent us any official communi-
cation. But I do believe that a certain
amount of power is going from Kerala
to Karnataka, and they have agreed
upon a price.

Research on raising Salt yield

*323. SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Will the
Minister of PLANNING be pleased to
state:

(a) whether National Committee on
Science and Technology envisages re-
search on how to raise salt yleld iIn
the country; and

(b) if so, the proposed expenditure
on this research?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI L
K. GUJRAL): (a) and (b). The draft
Science ang Technology Plan (1374-79)
prepared by National Comnmittee on
Sefence ai1d Technology which was
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placed on the Table of the House on
the 26th March, 1974 had intev-alis
identified Research Projects for raising
the salt yield in the country and for
implementation of these projects, an
expenditure of Rs, 14.80 lakhs was
proposed.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Whaeat is the
need of the couniry so far as sali is
concerned?

SHRI I K. GUJRAL: I am only
dealing with research and develop- -
ment. Salt consumption is not of my
portfolio.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: My hon.
friend has stated that the Science and
Technology Plan envisages that re-
search on salt is dependent on the
needs of the country. Planning in.
cludes the requirement of tne country.
It should be known. Unless you know
the requirement, how can you Plan? .

MR. SPEAKER: Plesse do not
argue. Ask your question,

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: He should
answer my question. My question is
very relevant. That is why I am ask-~
ing it. He cannot say I cannot put it

Anvhow, I will put ano‘her ques-
tion.. .

SHR] N. K. P. SALLVE: That is a
concession to the Minister!

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: What are
the development projects envisaged in
Karnataka under this science and
technology scheme? In Karnataka,
there is a very large availability of
salt. Which are the plarcs envisaged
in the plan?

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: There are
two points. One is that in research
and development and in the science
and technology plan, we are irying to
undertake those research development
projects under which praduction per
hectare can be increased. For that,
some ideas have been identified already,
But so far as the total production and
consumption in the areas is concerned,
when I said it is not part of the preseng





