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with the producers upto 30th Novem
ber, 1975; and

(c) the quantity of fertilizers im
ported from abroad during the last 
calendar year?

THE MINISTER OF CHEMICALS 
AMD FERTILISERS (SHRI P. C 
SETHI) (a) and (b). During the 
period Apnl—November 1975, the total 
production of fertilizers in the country 
was 9 19 lakh tonnes of nitrogen and
2 07 lakh tonnes ol phosphatics (P205J 
From time to tune, there have been 
reports from the various units in re
gard to the accumulation of stocks 
with them both at the factory silos/ 
godown and other points of distribu
tion The accumulation, as on 1st 
December 1475, was about 101 lakh 
tonne of nitrogen and 58,000 tonnes of 
P205 These figures relate only to the 
stocks held by the units in thefr fac
tory silos or m their godowns at vari
ous places and do not cover the quan
tities which might be lving unsold with 
the various marketing agencies and 
other distribution points, including 
retail depots Since these are scatter- 
ed all over the country it is difficult to 
say precisely whether the fertilizers 
produced during the period April to 
November 1975 have been sold m the>r 
entirety to the farmer in the country

It is relevant to mention that of late 
there is a pickup in demand for stra
ight nitrogenous fertilizers like urea, 
but the demand for straight and com 
plex phosphatics continues to remain 
sluggish Government have taken a 
series of measures to improve the ofT- 
take of fertilizers These include —

(I) Reduction in the duty of im 
ported phosphoric acid from 
5(1 per cent to 15 per cent 
w e f  1st December llf73

(I I) Reduction m the excise duty 
on single superphosphates 
from 15 pei cent ">f 7* rer 
cent w e f  1st December 1975

(lii) Redi etion in the price of muri
ate of potash (MOP) from 
Rs 1085 to R« 900 per tonne.
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(iv) Reduction in the price of phos- 
phatic fertilizers to the extent 
of Rs 1250 per tonne of P203.

(v) In addition the delivered 
price of urea to the farmer 
has also been reduced from 
Rs 185o to Rs 1750 per tonne

(c) About 19 62 lakh tonnes in 
terms of end products

Establishment of drug manufacturing 
units in every State

*213 SHRI MANORANJ \N  HOZPA. 
Will the Minister of CHEMICALS 
AND FERTILIZERS be phased to 
slate

(a) whether Government are con
sidering to establish drug manufac
turing units in every State to cater 
to the needs of the people, and

(b) if &o when and the broad fea
tures thereof?

THE MINISTER OF CHEMICALS 
i'ND FERTILIZERS (SHRI P C. 
SETHI) (a) and (b). Ibere is no 
positue proposal at present before the 
central Government to establish drug 
manufacturing unJs %i eveiy state 
On** of the recommendations of the 
Committee on Drugs and Pharmaceu
tical Industry however is that State 
Government should form Joint Sec
tor Ventures m collaboration witn well 
established companies or technic 1 en
trepreneurs Thif, recommendation 
will not c'oubt be considered b> State 
Governments
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Production of Crude and Gas during 
Fifth Plan

*219. SHRI Y. ESWARA REDDY: 
SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA:

Will the Minister of PETROLTUM 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Oil,and Natural Gas 
Commission has evolved a plan to step 
up its crude and gas production during 
the Fifth Five Year Plan; and

(b) if so, the main features there* 
of’

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
(SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA); (a) Yes. 
Sir.

(b) O.N.GC. is intensifying its on- 
land exploration work in Assam CJ-'ja- 
rat, Punjab basin, Gangs Valley, West 
Bengal and Tnpura, etc. It is propos 
ed to commence production fn >.r. Bom
bay High oil fields from April or May 
this year. The production of crude 
oi] is expetcted to increase to 10 85 
million tonnes in J 978-79 agpinst an 
actual production of 4.03 millio’’. tonnes 
ir* 197H-74 Gas supplies will increase 
tc 1 993 million cubic metros against 
386 million cubic metros in lfT.v-71. It 
is planned to establish additional re
coverable reserves of 70 to 100 million 
tonnes of oil dumng the Fifth Plan 
period.

Setting up of Drug Manufacturing 
Units

*22 0 . SHRI N. K. SANGHI Will the 
Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTI
LIZERS be pleased to state

(a) whether more licences are to be 
issued for setting up drug manufactur
ing units in the country;

(b) whether the existing manufac
turing units are able to produce to 
their available capacity; and

(c) if not, what steps are being taken 
to achieve this target?

THE MINISTER OF CHEMICALS 
AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI P. C. 
SETHI): (a) to (c) In order to achieve




