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LOK SABHA

Tuesday, March 23, 1976/Chaitra
3, 1898 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

—

[MR, SPEARER in the Chair)

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Expenditure in curred on R.P.F.

#206. SHRI S. P. BHATTACHARY-
YA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state the total cxpendi-
dure incurred on the Railway Prolec-
tion Force during the last 3 Yyears,
year-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD. SHAF] QURESHI): The ex-
penditure incurred on the Railway
Proteclion Force during the last three
years was as under:

Year Expenditure in Rs.
1972-73 . 14,84,15,625
1973-74 . 15,78,36,782
1974-75 . 19,95,86,599

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
We are spending crores of rupees on
this Railway Prolection Force every
year. On account of this force, I want
?° know how much we have saved and
it these people are not there, how
much we would have losf. Wilf the
Minister give an estimate?

SHRI MOHD, SHAFI QURESHI:
This is a hypothetical question. No-
body can say that. How can we say
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that it the Police force is not there wa
would have gained this much and on
account of the Police force we have
lost this much? It is a force on which
expenses are being incurred and they
are doing their job very well.
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SHRI N. K. P. SALVE; There i+ a
steep increase in the expenditure on
the Railway Protection Force. In the
last year it went from Rs. 15 crores (o
19 crores. Nobody can deny the vali-
dity of ths demand of the Railwvay
Minister that the Railway Protection
Force should be given large power
respect of prosecutions, etc. May I
know from the Minister whether he i3
aware that mogt of the wagon breik-
ing pilferages and the thefts which go
on are becaus, of the collusion of ihe
Railway Proection Force with thcse
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pecple? Can he give ug some idea
whether with thig increase in the
Railway Protection Force there has
been any proportionate decrease in
the claimg on account of pilferage?

SHRI MOHD., SHAF] QURESHI:
This is not correct to say that a large
number of RPF people are involved in
thefts and pilferages. There have bcen
Some cases, bhut the number is not very
big. Hardly 300 to 400 cases have
been detected so far

So far as the olher qucstion of an -
crease 1n the expenditure on the RPF
smre 1974.75 is concernad, 1 may state
thot there have been on Account Pay-
menis made to RPF and six instal-
meats of D.A, were given to staff dur-
ing the said year. One Battalion ot
Railway Protection Force has bLeen
returned from Assam to Railways on
10-3-1974. Therefore, there has been
scine nise in the expenditure.

The number of claims has come down
censiderably in terms of payment al-
th 1gh prices of certain commociites
h>.2 gone up. There 1s a lit'le citlere-
n o in amount also Tha payment is
lee  The number of cases i1s much
lese as compared to the previous year.
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SHRI M M. PATEL. Smnce it 15 a
fact that the Railway Protection Force
ifself 15 alt times involved iun these
malpractices, we have also to ensure
that 1t functions honestly and eflicient-
ly, has the Radways got some kind of
mobile inspection iorce to see that the
RPF & Securily force function proper-
iy and are carrying on their dutles
efficiently?

SHR1 MOHD SHAFI QURESHI:
Every lorce which 1s there to protect
the railway properly or the security
force 1s being exammed by the sendor
officers and there 1s a regular watch
kept by the senior ofticers on the func-
tioning ot this force.

Strategy for Oil Exploration

#207. SHRI RAGHUNANDAN LAL
BHATIA; Will the Minister of PETRO-
LEUM be pleased to state:

(a) whether his Ministry is consl_-
dering a long term strategy for oil
exploration;





