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THE 1M8PUTY MINISTER 1ST THE 
MBffSTKY OF COMMERCE (SHRI 
VISHWANATH PRATAP SINGH):
(a) and (b). Precis© figures relating 
to cost of production of tea in various 
countries are not available for com-
parison. However, ten prices all over 
the world appreciated substantially 
in 1974 including that of Indian Tea. 
This has in no way affected India's 
■hare in world tea export which is 
about 80 per cent.

Steppage or U.S. Aid to India
•166 SHRI M. KALYANASUN- 

DARAM:
SHRIMATI PARVATHI 

KRISHNAN:

Will the Minister of FINANCE 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether U.S.A, has decided to 
stop aid to India; and

(b) if so, the facts thereof?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM): (a) and
(b). Government have seen reports 
that the U.S. Government does not 
propose resuming aid to India this 
year. There has been no American 
bilateral development assistance to 
India since 1972, nor has the Govern-
ment of India asked for it. It is not 
our policy to base our relationship 
with the U.S. or any other country, on 
the concept of aid, but rather on self- 
reliance. It is for the U S. to decide 
whether or not they would offer aid 
to other countries.

Constitution of Non-official Coosulta- 
tive Committees to supervise Distribu-

tion of Loans

*167. SHRI K. LAKKAPPA; Will 
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether his Ministry is consti-
tuting non-official Consultative Com-
mittees in order to supervise the dis-

tribution of loans to weaker aBfition* 
of the people in the country; and

(b) if so, the guide limes and com* 
position thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE Hi 
CHARGE OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE AND BANKING 
(SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MUKHER- 
JEE): (a) and (b). There is no pro-
posal to constitute non-official* con-
sultative committees in order to super-
vise the distribution of loans to the 
weaker sections of the people in the 
country. However, the question of 
associating non-officials with District 
Consultative Committees, set up under 
the Lead Bank Scheme, has been 
under the examination of Government 
and the Reserve Bank following a 
recommendation in that regard by the 
Estimates Committee of Parliament. 
It has been decided thut besides con-
tinuing association of non-officials in 
some of the District Consultative 
Committees in some States whe-io it is 
already obtaining, in other States 
non-officials having specialised ex-
pertise in critical seL'tors of rural 
economy may be associated on an 
experimental basis with the District 
Consultative Committees in one dis-
trict in each State.
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