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Medical facilities are also avail- 
able through the following institu
tions:—

Hospitals/Dispensaries .. 736 
Ayurvedic Aushadalayas .. 1510 
Upgraded dispensaries - • 87

The State Government have pro
posals lor augmenting these facilities
further.

ME. SPEAKER: The question
Hour is over.

(Interruptions)

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION

Milling Accident near Mael Colliery in 
Karanpura Coal Field 

+
2. SHRI DAMODAR PANDEY;
SHRI BIRENDER SINGH 

RAO

Will the Minister of LABOUR be
pleased to state:

(a) whethro u number of miners
were killed in a mining accident near
Mael colliery in Karanpura coalfield;

(b) if so, the number of persons
killed and the number injured;

(c) whether the mine was working
vuth the knowledge of Government;

(d) what action Government pro
pose to take against the persons res
ponsible for this accident and also to
prevent future accidents like this; and

(e) whether it is in the knowledge
of Government that there are several
mines working in that area in the
same manner with or without lease
and appropriate permission of Gov
ernment?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR
(SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY):
(a) Yes, Sir.

<b) It has been reported by the
Dii.ector General of Mines Safety that
six persons died and three others
seriously injured in an accident that
took place on 22nd February, 1975 
while illegal excavation for coal was
being done by several villagers at
the North Bank of the Damodar
River opposite Mael Colliery in Dis
trict Giridih (Bihar).

(c) The office rs of the Directorate
General of Mines Safety had in Nov
ember, 1973 brought to the notice of
the concerned local authorities of the
State Government the incidence of
this illegal mining

(d) The Government are examin
ing a<? to what action can be taken
under the Mines Act The Govern
ment are also considering the ques
tion of setting up a Court of Enquiry
under the Mine? Act to go into the
causes and circumstances of this
accident, as also the more general
questions of such illegal mining in 
the context of safety.

(e) The existence of such illegal
mining has been brought to the notice
of the State Government of Bihar and
of the Department of Coal.

( Interruptions)

trfr XTFTJfor STO : #PT 3^7
ITTT t OTT I

(Interruptions)

trp? sft t % t]T7 | . . .

MR SPEAKER: Order, please.
Whoever obstructs the proceedings
from the gallery has to bo removed.
He was resisting the Watch and Ward
persons.

ampm •' W  5TTO $
w  f?taT i m W f ^rfafr



^ 3 Oral Answers MARCH 6, 1975 Oral Answers 24

«PT % 3TRT I  I «T»p in?Eifr %

zm rfftwrr sfar 7f$r | 1

m m  «r?rtTO : r̂crert srrft % 
*rr x| $ 1

he was resisting with hia arms. I 
saw him.

^  3H+1 TUT T%T «TT I

«ft gnŵ fT ^ fwr^Ti
■M+d\ «rr %fwr?r ctt^ % ffift %  *r?̂ r 
W f 5TRTT ?r, T Ĵ r qr ?RT-^
vrr<*ft f*T5T «rt 1 p̂nr p n  eft ^  farr 
%TT Wt ?mj*TT fT W  % ■'SfWffT 3ft «TTSf 
?T TT3T | ttw ; rftn «T?% t ’aft ^T ^Tf
n r  *rc T̂Ft ?=r*r
ŜfTTr , , .

Itttm rf$tev : T̂TT ^fft ^  ^m , 
vwi fV^ r̂*ft ^  vnrnrr t w t  ?nff

fe«IT 5TTTT3TT I m ^  I
t^rr *t$f ?ft t o t  t  1

*ft 4\Ht*l q t i : SnRT ^T TFxft
*r£r5*r ^ ^Rh'enmr ^frr n p  fen §1
'*!?[ ^W2*TT ^ T  *T{ft |T$ p̂fTTt
f t  |. . .  ( Interruptions ) ir 
P̂[ STR»ft *tf* f  J *nft cTV 5TT3 

5fTW ViTHZ f t  ^  | t «IT f¥
m * m wfTwrft f> *n Hift fti d
tit t o xgt | f% vzzt w t o
q m  sffa W^TT tit ^T=r. . . (tzrem )
snprfa jt qr w t  srtr T^t
g I WTff *tf &. . .
( Interruptions) tit ^ ? r  * r w {

^ « nft wdwifi tit «rfwT tit 
|§ *FT!ft ^ ^ t %

rT^sft 11 WPTVTT ^cTT f
f e r t ^  ^ tt% ir ^ r t  sffr
«p r  % w s r r t e =^r T?t | t̂r

**tit **t % f^K W  ¥rtwrf
wk % m i  tit v m  vi?r

n% f  'Wltit ^TW 5TTR VT% % 
f ^ ,  3*ppt ^r srspiT gfegrwff % 
aP*T% % f̂ Ttr ^cfTT m  W  HPT 
I -  * - ( Interruptions)

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY; Mr.
Speaker, Sir___ (Interruptions<*.

«ft 3rTŵ ?f ^  : m x  *Ptf f^rfec
^rVpr *f77tt r̂rt

% fwar ^rr ^rrf^ u? eft 11
f̂̂ FT fr^«r T̂ vft r̂thRT 

t, TT̂t 57T I  I ^  <FCtoT ^  | f̂ nr 
?rft% % fr»f5r iw r wr 1 1

: T̂3?T it m  ^
hi Htft wnnn ?rw ^rr 3rnr*rT 1

tft mrnfa mfi : w  ^  ^ fra r̂ 
5f?t w %5tt ?^Tt f'rcf ft srn̂ rr 
«fk  «rrr% fHq ^  ^ s r  vt

ft^n 1

«ft gmVerr qfi : ^  w  ^
^rft f^TT 1 1 $rr?ift t̂rt wi 
| 1 t  3TPRT ^ r r   ̂ ^  m*> ^t-

fep t fr f̂ TRr -m  | 1
fjfr 5=rft «rfwsT tit wr
x%t % ? *m w ^t | grwr « tw r
tit l̂ STT tit WRft |, * V f  % f^TWf Wt
tTF=R ?T̂ t frr̂ Ttrr T̂rrr | . . .  (^?T^nr) J

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir-----(Interruptions).

«T> fWt*C : SWT
V& x&fttvz % wtz fe*nwt*r titwft w 
far ^<idi |f fspfrit s 5rr?r ?r*ft ?w
3rovr | 1 ?t r̂npr ^ t  srtr 

^ 1 W  ,Tm5r ^ 5r>tt w  whi znn 
^ rtti d  vft rff fe r f  »rf ? 

(Interruptions )
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m m m f m
% «n%irr i

(Interruptions)

•BWWr H|hm : WT raWIRiEt $  *rrt 
Sfr f , v n r  t w t  $ 1

(Interruptions)
SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: We 

are contemplating about the appoint
ment of a Court of Inquiry to go not 
only into the reasons of this accident, 
but also the general question of such 
illegal mining. This is what we are 
proposing to do.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER; Order please. 
Shri Birendra Singh Rao.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO: 
How can I put a question, Sir? I can
not hear one word of what is being 
said.

(Interruptions)

SHRI VASANT SATHE: We all
want to hear Shri Birender Sin^h 
Rao.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH KAO: 
Before I put my supplementancs 1 
w ant order to be restored in the 
House.

(Interruptions)

m rm  : *Fi»tor t s
I

(Interruptions)

(At this stage Shri Janeshwar Misra 
and some other hon. Members left the 
House.)

(Tinti»rr*tr%fin<n*\

12.16 hrs.
MR. SPEAKER: Order please

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO: Sir,. 
I could not hear what the Minister 
said. Will you kindly ask the Min
ister to repeat the replies that he has- 
given?

wtofa fHi : w sm  w%tzv, 
m i *rn*> s r r f r . . .

nwwpr vt ttvttt
wt cpFlT *RT $ W T  far 

% m m  vt^tt
$?F»rr ^ r r  i ^sft wt « ^ r r
$  I

«ft w tiin  w sm  m
tnr ^ ^  ^  &
f"3RT*FT *n,l*i\<4 ^
t| f , wtftftefk

j ,  WT3T ^TTt % «nt^t- 
SR % #%3ff STRTt g (Interruptions \ 

STW**rT *T «RT5F f
^  3FT ^TRff Jfrr ift f lfw rr

I

W T T  *T*T % f̂ TT |

vtw x trzrzzr, m  tw  v t  w r t
Wfr4*i ftfsTT j

wwsr : zrffi-wr&z % w k  
trrjtr wr *pr w r r  r̂fr 11

: $  jpjw v w  f  
fa  f®  ?r?wf % n w

t o t t  f t 1 frfonr qrrfmnftr ft  tn tfeft *r v f  
fafatz&m:?>t%f i ( Interruptions) 

m fw  ^ ^  Htrt «Ft «rrt%rrr- 
l i « W t  ftranf |

fW m  i p - irtt fw w t ? % r  
ftr sffr trrt>WT«M t «r

^rrr | \ u w  ^  m r
r« «*■ * .... - <•> r~ ..is. . . -L-Tsmrfcr tnrrr vrwt t*P ihrut h
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% fm;
*R PJ, cTTf̂  «fw

»i^tar: *rfr «rcr *?r «rm
^  |  I ^  ^  Tt^F TO T g I

«ft sroyra arfe?: «tpt ftar ?
inq fp^r ft *srraw iftW  1

w « w  *Tft5u : ^ cfr v^rmx |
Pf #  i w r  Tftr $  rite *  g* §?»t *Ftf

I  %  «PTT JS T̂3iT *T *T fft, 
eft VTVVlft *FT Tfa> f̂ TT 5fC% 1 VIM 4

ft W 3cr *rm  % f̂ fxr | 1 

w  f i w  wt ^  tpt | fo  w ^ t  <hht
^ r f^  ?

i f f  «ri«f*ft,*i ■ *ft, *?t t

*ft vM m  *fti : eft t  w ft
"Wrv-HHti: =nsr g 1

(Shri J'O.mbuwant Dhote then left
the House)

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, let tine Minister kindly
reply again.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO: I
have not been able to follow a single
word, what has the Minister said and
what supplementaries were asked. 
You may kindly ask him to repeat it.

MR. SPEAKER: Kindly repeat the
reply.

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) It hag been reported by the
Director General of Mines Safety that
six persons died and three others
seriously injured in an accident that
took place on 22nd February, 107S 
while illegal excavation for coal was

being done by several villagers at
the North bank of the Damodar River
opposite Mael Colliery in ££strict
Giridih (Bihar).

(c) The officers odt the Directorate
General of Minea Safety had in Nov
ember, 1973, brought to the notice of
the concerned local authorities of the
State Government the incidence of
this illegal minlg.

(d) The Government are examining
as to what action can be taken under
the Mines Act. The Government are
also considering the question of
setting up a Court of Inquiry under
the Mines Act to go into the causes
and circumstances of thia accident, ai> 
also the more general questions of
sudh illegal mining in the context of
safety.

(e) The existence of such illegal
•mining has been brought to the notice
of the State Government of Bihar and
of the Department of Coal.

«r> <rnftar «rti : waiw
WffcTT % wt WWTW forT t , 3Tf 

£ | $  tJTjfte *7T?TT
«rr ifft srt f ,
^?p$t «ft rnp farmer % *tpt
fort ^rmT i ^rr fam  *m  1

«IT ?TT̂  f^ F rt
cTTT% % f  1

vtntsf : t t  * m * t  w r c r
I 5TPT fRTTff VX f  | flsft jf&K 

ffti| TTW I

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO:
The hon. Minister has not stated defi
nitely whether it w*» in the notice of
the Government that illegal mining
was going on in this particular place
where six poor labourers were killed
in an accident. Evasively, in a very
vague manner they have said that
in November 197S the Director o f
Mines Safety reported to the State
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Government that illegal mining w.as 
taking place and this accident has 
taken place in February 1975. I requ
est the hon. Minister to clarify
whether it was not the duty of the
Director General to see that the Min
ing Act was enforced and that steps 
were taken to see that the State Gov
ernment moved. If the State Govern
ment did not move some action should
have been taken to save the lives of
those labourers. Secondly, he has ad
mitted that illegal excavations were
taking place; there was the incidence
of illegal mining. This too had been
brought to the notice of the State
Government. As regards this parti
cular accident, where six labourers
were killed, he says that the Govern
ment are considering ways how to en
force the Mining Act. Would he be
pleased to state when the Mining Act
was framed, After that the Govern
ment has not been able to pay atten
tion at all how to enforce the Mining
Act.

It all appears to my mind, I would
ask the hon Minister to say whether
it is correct or not. that illegal mining
on a large-scale is taking place with
the collusion of the officers of the 
Mining Department and the coal
mines department. Have the Govern
ment taken any action against any of
the officers who had defaulted in chec
king illegal mining? They have put 
the whole burden on the State Gov
ernment. They seem to have no res
ponsibility about illegal mining in that
area Lastly, I ask whether the Gov
ernment are encouraging deliberately
illegal mining without any permission
or licence because of the acute short
age of coal in the country and the
Government'* incompetence to meet
the demand.

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: I
deny the allegation that the Govern
ment is deliberately encouraging ille
gal mining. Let us be clear; with res
pect to illegal mining nobody gives
notice of illegal mining. It is done
without the knowledge of the authori
ties. If it is done with the knowledge

of the authorities, it is not illegal
mining. Under section 4 of the Mmes
Regulation Act necessary licences
will have to be taken and under sec
tion 1ft notice will have to be given
to the Mines Safety Authority, Direc
tor General of Mines Safety, for ins
pecting the mine and for saying whe
ther the particular undertaking could
be allowed to work there, whether
there a^e adequate safety measures.
Otherwise it is illegal mining. In the 
case of illegal mining, no licence is 
taken, as I explained and the Director
General of Mines Safety cannot allow
work on those mines. It says here
that on a report dated 30 September
1974 from the Director General of
Mines Safety that unauthorised illegal
mines on a large scale are working in
different areas, the matter wag brought
to the notice of the department of coal
on 15-10-1974. The department had 
been sending reminders subsequently
also. As I said earlier, in 1973 illegal
mining in this area had been brought
to the notice of the State Government.
He would appreciate that, as far as 
the department of mines or the Direc
tor General of Mines Safety is con
cerned, it may not be able to take any
action with regard to illegal mining
but wherever any accident comes to
the notice of the DGMS. ’just like the
fire brigade which goes even in the
case of arson, they go to the place and 
see that further damage is not done
and they try to help the people. That
is the position. In regard to this
accident, the matter came to the notice
of the Director General of Mines
Safety On 23rd February and the
accident is supposed to have taken
place on 22nd at 8 A.M. Immediately
they rushed to the spot and infact
they had taken preventive measures
to see that further damage was not
done and sent an interim report on
the 25th. They had taken prompt
action in this regard. A person under
taking illegal mining, a person who is
committing theft, is not going to givte 
notice to the authorities concerned.
That is why we are examining about
a Court of Inquiry not only to go in
to the question of this particular acci
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dent, how it has taken place, but also
to take necessary criminal action in 
mines, and the concerned authorities
have also reported to the police in
order to investigate about the actual
accident that has taken place and the
time involved in it and also to find 
out how many actually died. Accord
ing to the information supplied to us,
six bodies have been recovered and
three persons were injured. There
could be more also because imme
diately after the accident, it is report
ed the bodies were removed by the
villagers themselves who had been
participating in this illegal mining.
The matter has been brought to the
notce of the police and the police are
investigating into this matter. At this
stage we do not know how many
bodies would be further recovered and
the actual extent of the damage it
self.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO: The
Minister's statement is contradictory.
In reply to my supplementary he has 
stated that illegal mining does not
come to the notice of the Government,
that only if somebody goes and sees
that illegal mining is taking place,
action can be taken, but in the original
statement he has defintely stated that
the incidence of illegal mining in the
area has been brought to the notice of
the State Government. This means
that Government was aware of illegal
mining going on on some considerable
scale m that area and that the matter
had been reported to the State Gov
ernment and that no further action
was taken by the Director General of
the State Government to stop it. Se
condly he has stated that the case has
been reported to the police, but ear
lier he did not give this specific in
forms tirvj in reply to part (d) of the
question which reads:

“what action Government propose
to take against the persons respon
sible for this accident and also to
prevent future accidents like thi&;w

As he has now come out with more

latest position, whether any ^eraoni
has been arrested by the police so far*, 
and if only a case has been lodged
with the police and the enquiry is go
ing on or whether an enquiry will be.
set up to find out the causes of this,
accident and to suggest measures to.
prevent such accidents in future, I. 
would like to know what specific ac
tion has been taken to arrest the
guilty persons and if they have not
been arrested so far. does it not prov®
definitely that those persons are big,
people with influence and they were;
doing this illegal mining with the con
nivance of your officers and also o f
the State Government concerned?

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: With
great respect I submit there is no con
tradiction in the answers I have given,
I have stated subsequently that this, 
matter of illegal mining had been
brought to the notice of the State Gov
ernment. The Director General o f
Mines Safety comes into the picture
only if there is an accident or in case
notice is given of mining work being
undertaken by a person to whom
licence has been given under section 1© 
of the Mines Act. The authorities con
cerned then visit the place and find
out whether the particular mine satis
fies the conditions necessaryTor under
taking the activity of mining. In this
case though the attention of the State
Government had been drawn to the
general question of illegal mining,
whether a particular accident wouldf
take place or not could not be brought
to the notice of the Mines Safety
Authority unless they know that *
particular illegal mining at a parti
cular date was going to take place. If
it is a continuous activity that is
something different. Whether it is a? 
continuous or intermittent activity,
these matters are not known tor 
but It has come to the notice of the
concerned authorities that illegal min
ing has been taking plee tlMff* *md tt
has been brought to the ijotifi* ttC the
concerned authorities because the
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authority to check such illegal mining
in this case. That is the action that
w  have so iar taken.

In regard to part (d) of the question
as far as Director General of Mines
Safety in the Labour Ministry is 
concerned, he can take action only
under the Mines Act. I had indicated
earlier the taction contemplated by the
Government under the Mines Act.
With respect to the general question
that has been asked t said the
attention of the police has been drawn
and the police are investigating;
because It almost amounts to a theft
under the IJP.C., they are investi
gating. At this stage I do not have
any information whether the police
hare arrested anybody; the scope of
the investigation and the stage at 
which the investigation remains

3n*Tir*r Thrc : wnfhr
*TFHT £ fa t t  ^  % ttft- 

37 % 3T? f^TFTR if ITT#
s #  gpir fr f*rr fsprff 8
J t  fa
fa^?r m  £ wrfa
unft *fr JTT | ? W
*PH*rrr k  zw vTTspy if frti viwrgt"
ITT STTWt TstFTiTSR rTT-
f*nr fa n  fa m  tfvn

w ? r r  t  ? srr̂ ffr wxrw- 
tJR ?RfTn fw r  ?rt m

trw#r f̂ nrr ?rk w fa s
^  t  m*r wt, wr weir

$ f^r tfz  ?̂r gw ht%
<rrc ir *ftt 5TPT h; Trjr m i
m r %TT f?TT fsR-fc? w m  Tm

JTt 51̂ T5TT tfT  ̂ !

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: I
am only concerned with this accident.
If it is about some other incident,
I require notice,

SHRI NARSINGH NARAIN PAN- 
DEY: I also asked whether the State
Government has furnished any
380o LS.—2.

information to the Central Govern
ment about these illegal minings and
what preventive measures have so far
been taken to prevent such illegal
minings?

SHRI DAMADAR PANDEY: On a 
point of order, Sir. Death of 5 persons
or more In any mine is considered
to be a disaster. It is a very
important matter. How is it that
when more than 8 dead bodies have
been recovered, the Minister is not
having knowledge of it and is saying
that he Wiants separate notice?

mfhaR : *TFT 3T3" if m

^  gprr t  i

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY:
If the hon member had given some
indication to me in the morning,
I would have come with some
information about the other incident

< also. As soon as I go back, I will
find out if any information is avail
able and pass it on to him if it is
available. With regard to illegal
mining, the Director-General of
Mines Safety informed the State
Government and has also drawn the
attention of the concerned Ministries.
Labour Ministry is not directly
concerned with illegal mining On a 
report dated 30th September 1974 
from the Director General of Mines
Safety about unauthorised and illegal
mining on a large scale that was
going on in different areas, the
matter was brought to the notice of
the Department of Coal on 15-10-74.
The Department wag reminded
subsequently on 10-12-74, 10-1-75
and 22-2-75. We have been reminding
the concerned authorities and the
State Government was aslW to look
into this matter. If any information
is available, I will supply it to the
hon member.

TTRrnSWTT 5TTF9ft ‘ TTThSTT,
TRfr #  ?f̂ 7T ^  -5t| f  fjr^
^  3ft ?f§ 6 STFTtft *JT |
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t »̂f'TT ^  ff %  fa$TK %
w w r  sfare ^ r r  | f% 40

*r* | wr?r$ **
f t  ^  irofr «nr % $*r 8 wwp: t t
*tt$. . (sqw ^r). .  .sffrs^wrcr r«r̂ r 
if f t  |, isnfft *wst $ z w  srr t,
m^R sfcc i *ft $  ^
flOfRT ^ T T  |  f*F WT 9 W R  «£* W  
<trt #  arR*Ffd| fa fsfrr «r v ^ r  *tt- 

<31# fartft ■ #  I  sfa  Tr
*r spw ^  3i% ^  *rw

tfRFftt?
^  zff «rnr 3pr̂  | f% f̂ rsft *h:- 

3spT?j?ft jgn# |, fw p r  Uti w iw  *tm»k
% ^  m  ^ r t  it *nm 37% *nr-
^ct sffr ti^ w  % H'^^d % 
aiTRT trsr̂ Kt r̂ft f t  r̂rwt | fr«rr ^t%

l^rft ^  *fr gr-<5r*sr
| m j  ^  wt?t ^  | <t> inr̂ rr
% fPFT ^  f|^RT *TT% v
% sr^ r  v rw ft | «ftr ^r% wm 
f̂cfrir f  ? *wrfa*)rd ^

fa  ̂ r fr  ?tp7 ^ t  ?rr w r srfc TPf 
w r f m q r ’m ^ T l t c n T r
sfarcr r̂fnfT̂ ff *ft f̂cr T̂T«r | 1 ^pt 
w p t  wt ift ^  & *rfr to?t |,
% 1 1 & W  ?r^ wt
nd«n  ̂ j|t ^  1 1 wfww #  w<ww 
•f *fh *^$<1 %■ ^  f^urw 5?>t
sm — i?*i% ftp* srm  *frtarcfr +nw $

t  ?
SHHJ RAGHUNATHA REDDY.

The question, is one at illegal mining,
not legal mining. If the hon.
Members want me to regulate all
mines, legal and illegal, no legis
lation could do that. To prevent
illegal mining certain action could be
taken For that purpose, I have
already said what could be done. I
had written to the concerned depart
ment and also to the State Govern
ment. t-nder the Mines Act we

contemplate (appointing a court of
inquiry. We sh»U examine not
merely the particular accident but
also the question of illegal mining.

SHRI RAMAVATAR SHASTRL
What about the workers in such 
collieries? How are you safeguard
ing their rights? Thousands of
workers are there in mines sprmd
all over the Sjtate,

MR. SPEAKER: They should not
work in illegal mines.

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY:
I may respectfully submit one point

MR. SPEAKER: The question is
about workers working in the; illegal
mines. If you are not reddy for this,
you may examine it.

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY
How are we to protect the workers
engaged in the illegal mines? That
is the question, if I understood him
correctly The question of illegal
mining has to be gone into in depth
because it is not a question of legal
mining. That is why we said that
we are appointing a court of enquiry
not merely to go into the question
of this particular accident but also 
to examine the question of illegal
mining and to see what preventive
steps could be taken, in spite of the
illegality of the mining.

SHRI RAMAVATAR SHASTRI- 
What measures are the Government
taking to safeguard the rights of the
workers who are working in the 
illegal mines? They are not paid
their wages and salaries.

DR KAILAS: It is very unfortu
nate The hon Minister says that
the Director of Safety had informed
the State Government that illegal
mining is going on there. Is it not
the moral responsibility of the
Central Government and the officer
concerned with safety, whether it is 
legal or illegal, to protect the lives
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of those persona who are being
exploited toy persons who bribe the 
officers. The Minister answers here
that he is expected to^only inform
the State Government and he is not
thinking of appointing a court of
enquiry. That is fall ununderstand- 
able. 1 want to ask him whether it
is the moral responsibility of the
Central Government, especially the
Labour Minister to protect the lives 
of persons who are working in mines
legal or illegal. He should have 
acted promotly when it came to his
notice. He is replying the same way,
repeatedly. He does not understand.
He is morally responsible for the pro
tection of the life of the workers for
which he has been appointed as 
Labour Minister.

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY:
I do not want to go into the question
why I have appointed as the Labour
Minister That is not for me to
answer. 1

DR. KAILAS: It is not for the
person I am talking of. I never
said so. A Labour Minister at the
Centre is more responsible to look
after the interests of labour. You
oannot take protection under the
word “illegal miming” . (Interrupt
1 iow a I know his heart bleeds for
the workers. But he* is not replying
1o that and take, my remarks as 
personal, which is again an unfortu
nate reply.

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY:
1 would respectfully submit to the
House, through you, Sir, that acci
dents take place not only in the 
1 !1<'gaily-worked mines but also in 
legally-worked mines. This is a car,e 
■>f illegally-worked mines. That the 
nines have been working i’ legally.
lias been brought to the notic > of the
authorities concerned. The Direolor- 
f?enq|ral of Mines (Saff'ty) has no
power to stop illegal mining No
notice is given to him that on a 
rnrticular day a particular mine is 
going to be worked illegally, a 
Particular excavation is going to be
done, particular coal is going to he

removed and all that. But, in this 
case; discharging t̂h* full responsi
bility, as soon as the matter came
to the knowledge of the Director*
General of Mines Safety, the autho
rities concerned rushed to the spot
and took necessary steps to prevent
further damage. That is why they
saved further damage to the mines.

As far as the general question
•about illegal mining is concerned, as 
to what action will have to be taken,
I cannot immediately say because in
the very nature of it, how to deal
with illegally-worked mines, is e
matter to be dealt with by the
authorities concerned. That is why
I have gone a step further saying
that we are considering the question
of appointing a court of inquiry and 
we are considering whether ^uch a 
reference can be made to it. These
are the steps we have taken.

Whether it is illegally or legally
worked mines, we are certainly
concerned with the welfare of human 
beings. If a proper notice is given
about an accident taking place iri 
an illegally-worked mines on a 
particular day, that the accident is 
taking place, steps could be taken to
prevent the accident.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: If such
a court of inquiry is likely to be set
up to go into the whole question, T 
welcome that.

My information is that on the
particular day when the accident
took place, the attendance Register
was changed. They keep an Atten
dance Register. Generally, after th  ̂
accident, the wives and children of
the persons who are dead come and 
check from th0 Attendance Register
whether they attended the mine on 
that day or' not. In this particular
case, to hide the dead bodies, tn 
lessen the number of persons who
died, they changed tha Attendance
Register. May I know whether this 
matter will also be referred to the
court of inquiry so that tin Teal
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number of those persons who died,
those who attended the mine but did
not return to their homes, is 
correctly assessed?

SHRI RAGHUNATHA llEDDY:
In the case of illegally-worked
mines, I do not know whether the
Attendance Registers are maintained
by them. Anyway, I hope, this aspect
also will be kept in mind and further
investigation will be done

Our information is that aa soon as 
the accident had taken place, the
villagers had removed the dead
bodies. As to how many persons had 
been working, who were the persons
who were working and who actually
died, how many dead bodies had been
removed by them i<? still not known.
The police are investigating the
matter. As far as our information is 
concerned, so far six bodies have
been recovered and three j- ]i > ed
have been removed from tor d'-’n's.
The police are still investigating If
any information is provided, I would
consider it to be my privilege, honour
and duty to como "before the House
and inform the House about it.

SHRI DAMODAR PANDER. The
Director-General ot Mines (Safety)
was very much there, day befr.-rr 
yesterday, in the mine How ip it
that you do nort have th« informa
tion. He was very much on tho snot
T was myself present there

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD It 
is very good, and I appreciate it, mat
the hon. Minister is setting uo the
court of inquiry for this aendfnt.
But how is it, when the accidcnt has 
taken place and eight pert,on'- cxre 
already dead—the number of dead
persons might be more—what steps
the Government from including ihis
one also in the court of inou ty?
How is it that eight persons ore
dead? There may be more in the 
debris How is it that Crovemnvnt
has not been informed about it?
Government is moving in such 0

snail’s pace that they do not have
ful information on this. If they know
then what is the objection of the
Government to include this one ialso 
in the Court o f Inquiry?

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY:
As I said, we are awaiting a proper
report cm this. As soon as I go back
to office, I will check up whether the
report has come. We got some
cryptic message, but a proper report
must come. Certainly the suggestion
made by the hon.. Member be treated
with utmost respect.

SHRI AMBIT NAHATA: Is it a
fact that there is a provision in the
Mines Safety Act that, if there is 
a fatal accident anywhere, the
management must immediately
inform the mine safety authorities?
In this particular case, did the
Management inform the mines safety
authorities about the accident? If
not, here at least is a clear violatior
of the law. Will Government prose
cute the management for thi
violation? The Court of Inquiry will
go into larger questions, will take
its own time. But, here, obviously,
there has been a blatant violation of
the mine safety regulations Why
should the Management not be
prosecuted for this violation?

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY:
As I said, this is a case of illegal
mining. In the case of illegal mining,
nobody is likely to report about what
had happened.

AN HON. MEMBER: It amounts
to murder.

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY:
It amounts to many crimes under
the Indian Penal Code. I am not
snyir'T that no offence has been
committed We are trying to initiate
proceedings under the Mines Act.
But the question is who is the real
owner, who is behind it. This will
have- to be discovered first.




