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very much.  Since at the other end, 
there was control also, many of the 
factories found it uneconomical to run 
the units. So, the utilisation of  full 
capacity was not only with respect to 
this unit hut to a number of units. 
Therefore, I do not think there is any 
need for the Government to intervene 
now when the production has come 
up as a result of the policy decision 
taken by the Government

DR. RANEN SEN: Sir, in the state
ment, it is stated that after the price 
increase the production has gone up 
I want to know whether it is a fact 
that after decontrol, the prices'  of 
Dalda have started going up and (b) 
whether it is <a fract that hey are also 
consuming large amounts of mustard 
seeds and rape-seed oil to  produce 
the Dalda So much so that there may 
be a ciisis in mustard oil all ovei the 
country If it is a fact then I want to 
know:

(a)  What steps the  Government 
have taken to restrict the price  in
crease or decrease the pric© and to 
prevent the  Hindustan Levers  and 
other companies which are producing 
Dalda not to use mustard oil or rape- 

seed oil?

SHRI  ANNASAHEB  P.  SINDE: 
The hon. Member would e happy o 
know that recently the position in re
gard to availability of venaspati has 
improved all over the country; as a 
result of Government  decision, the 
production has started coming up All 
over the country the availability  is 
no problem  The prices have not in
creased in bigger packs  but in  the 
case of smaller ones, there is  some 
marginal increase In prices. But it is 
known to the hon. Member and to the 
hon. House that the prices of edible 
oil in the country are on the decline 
in the last 6 or 8 weeks  and  this 
should not present any cause for an
xiety now. As far as use of mustard 
oil Is concerned, this vear, we expect 
the bumper crop of mustard. Normallv 
we are having production of 18, 10 or 
*14 lakh tonnes but this year we ex
pect a production of 24 lakh  tonnes

of mustard oil. Even if vanaspati fact
ories partly use  it, I do not  think, 
that should affect the general market 
availability. There are already cons
traints of how much groundnut etc. 
dnould be used, how much cottonseed 
oil should be used. There are fiscal in
centives offered for use  of  some 
minor oils.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
ministry of agriculture and
IRRIGATION (SHRI  ANNASAHEB
P SHINDE) (i>) to (ci: A statement 
is laid on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

(a)  Tests and trials conducted  by 
various agencies namely Indian Coun
cil of Agricultural Research,  Khadi 
and  village  Industries  Comission. 
Council of Scientific and  Industrial 
Research and Planning Research and 
Action Institute, Lucknow have estab
lished the success and utility of gobar 
gas plants. Cattle dung or in fact, any 
organic waste when processed through
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a gobar gas plant yields a combusti
ble gas, Jmown u* methane, and man
ure. The manure obtained is rich In  
plant nutrients containing 1. 5 per
cent nitrogen, 1. 0 per cent p20& and
1.0 per cent k20 and is free from off
ensive odour normally associated with 
compost pits. The gas can be used for 
cooking and lighting purposes as 
well as for running engines. The gas 
bums with smokeless flame and has 
the heat efficiency of 60 per cent 
wherease the heat efficiency of dung 
cakes (dry gobar) i* only 11 per cent 
The gas produceed in gas plant of 60 
cubic feet capacity is adequate for 
meeting the daily requirements for 
cooking purposes for family of 5-6 
members.

Futher work on a acceleration of 
fermentation in gobar gas plants, 
devising gobar gas burners for more 
than 60 per cent efficiency, develop
ment of alternative materials and de
rings of gas plants to lower the costs 
and improve working is being done 
by the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Resarch and Khadi and Village In
dustries Commision. The Ministry of 
Industrial Development has also set 
up a committee tor directions on 
gobar gas plant work in all its aspects.

The gobar gas plant has in recent 
years become popular with the far
mers. About 7000 gobar gas plants 
haw  been set up in the contry up to 
March, 1974,

(b) The UNIDO hag submitted to 
the UNIDO Committee on Voluntary 
Contribution (CVC) a project propo
sal to authorise around $ 2000 for en
gaging a consultant in India to pre
pare, as a first step, a detailed techni
cal manual on bio-gag plants develop
ed in India, with due regard to socio
economic factors, which would serve 
as a basis for development of national 
activity in India under XJNDP country 
programme.

The UNIiK> has also intimated that 
it would be render technical assis
tance for initiating a national

level integrated projected in India, 
under 1JNDSP country programme for 
development, manufacturing, promo
tion and extension o f bio-gas plants.

«<J) The Government has planned a 
comprehensive programme envisaging 
to set up 1,00,000 gobar gas plants in 
the country during the fifth five Year 
Plan period. To start with a seeding 
programme, for setting up 20,000 gobar 
gas plants during the years 1974-
75 and 1975-76 has been taken up for 
which purpose the Government will 
give 25 per cent subsidy on capital 
cost to the beneficiaries. The remain- 
ingcost will be met by the bene
ficiaries on their own or by raising
loans from the nationalised banks.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
As far aa Gobar Gas Plant is con
cerned, about 700 have come into ope
ration upto March* 1974. The num
ber of applications received by var
ious agencies including the Khadi & 
Gramudyog is 22,460 and the number 
of proposals referred to bank* is 9354 
and the number o f approvals by the 
banks is 2896.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
Government of India gives  25  per 
cent subsidy on capital cost of the 
plants coming into operation.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P.  SHINDE: 
As I have mentioned just now, as far 
as nationalised banks are concerned, 
they have sanctioned about 2,396 ap
plications. The others are being pro
cessed. Normally, plants are  sanc
tioned to those persons who own  at 
least three to five heads of  cattle. 
If in any case it has been sanctioned 
to those who do not have cattle, the 
hon. Member can bring it to my no
tice, and we shall take it up,
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SHRI ANNASAHEB  P. SHINDE: 
It is true that, during the last  20 
years, we did not make a big push, 
though about 7,000 gobar gas plants 
were established  in  the  country. 
They were also mainly in the south, 
in Gujarat  and  Maharashtra.  In 
other parts of the country, the num
ber was very negligible. T!tie reason, 
perhaps, was that its acceptability in 
practice was not very much  appre
ciated. The extension services  also 
did not make a dent Credit was not 
available to the farmers who wanted 
to set them up. Government assist
ance also in the way of subsidy, etc., 
to the extent needed, was not there. 
Now all these things are being made 
up, and large programmes are being 
taken up, in the background of en
ergy crisis, in rural areas, etc.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P.  SHINDE' 
The State Governments can take init
iative in this  Even private parties, 
farmers, etc., can  take  interest 
There is no bar that they should ne
cessarily come through the Khadi and 
Gramodhyog Commission. Bui some 
institution has to supervise whether 
the particular project is coming up 
in the field or not. If  anybody  is 
having any difficulty m Orissa,  the 
hon. Member can bring it to my no
tice and we shall take it up.

SHRI JAGANNATH MISHRA- Go
bar gas plants are very popular with 
the farmers, and as many as 7,000 go
bar gas plants have been set up in 
the country. In view of this, may I
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know whether steps are being taken 
to Bee that it assumes the same air 
of importance and popularity with the 
industrialists also and if so, what are 
the steps being taken or that  are 
likely to he taken?

SHRI ANNASAHEB  P. SHINDE: 
I could not correctly follow the hon. 
Member’s question. Now, during the 
current year and the next year, we 
are taking up programmes to  have
20,000 gobar  gas  plants. Research 
studies are being  extended;  apart 
from CSIR and ICAR, one more Res* 
earch Institute is also taking interest, 
so that it becomes more popular.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P.  SHINDE: 
On the basis of the experience  we 
have gained in the last two  years, 
this large-scale programme has  been 
taken up,

I have also mentioned the fact that 
apart from financial subsidies,  res
earch support, etc., raw materials like 
cement, iron, etc., are also being 
made available to those who would 
like to set up this plant.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB  p. SHINDE: 
The exact amount has to be worked 
out, but I have mentioned the num
ber of plants which have been set up.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: I find from 
the information supplied by the hon. 
Minister that atfter November 1974, 
856 gobar gas plants have been com* 
pleted in 15 States of the country and 
2400 gobar gas plants are under cons
truction.  But, strangely I find that 
there is not a single gobar gas plant 
in West Bengal. I want to know the 
reason for it.  Is the West Bengal Go
vernment completely apathetic? Or 
the Central Government is apathetic? 
If not, what is the reason for not hav
ing a single gobar gas plant in West 
Bengal as gobar gas plant is necess* 
ary both for manure purposes as also 
for the purpose of energy?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P.  SHINDE: 
It is true that West Bengal does not 
figure in the list which I have got 
with me. Obviously, it is not get
ting popular there  We shall take it 
up wiih the West Bengal Government.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: How do you 
know that it is not  popular?  What 
happened to the West Bengal peasan
try  when it  is  popular  with  the 
peasantry in other States?  Will you 
check up with the Government over 
there?

MR SPEAKER: No  controversy, 
please.

Shri Birendra Singh RaOKabsent.

•Shri Ramavatar Shastri—absent.

Shri Bhagirath Bhanwar—also ab
sent.

Shri M, Kathamuthu also not here.

Shri Onkar Lai Berwa,

MwHitm of Instruction in Delhi 

Schools

*196. SHRI ONKAR LAL BERWA: 
Will the Minister of  EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 

be pleased to state:

(a)  the total number of persons aim* 
the percentage thereof speaking Hindi,




