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The Lok Sabha met gt Eleven of
the Clock

(Mr. Speaker in the Chair)
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

News Report Captloned ‘Cotton Ex.
port to Avert Glut’

*855. SHRI VASANT SATHE: Will
the Miister of COMMERCE be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether attention of Govern-
ment has been diawn to the news
report appearing in the ‘Economic
Times’ dated the 9th April, 1375,
under the caption “Cotton export to
avert glut”’; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment to the various gbservations made
therein and facts of the matter?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
(PROF D P. CHATTOPADHYAY):
(a) Government have seen the news
report in question,

(b) It has been decided to permit
some limited export of long staple
cotton which will be canalized through
the Cotton Corporation of India.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Sir, the
policy of the Government is like bolt-
ing the stable after the horses have
run away. The long staple cotton pro-
duced in the country is nearly four-
teen lakhs bales more than required.
Sir, today the price of long-staple
cotton has fallen even below what
the Agricultural Prices Commission
had fixed in Andhra and other parts.
I would like to know -in view of the
fact that the mill-ownarg are opposing
the export what is the policy of the
Government? Are you going to pur-

chase this surplus 4lakh baleg through
the Cotton Corporation or are you
going to allow them to export this
surplus and earn foreign exchange?
What is the meaning when you say
that only limited quantity will be
allowed to be exported?

PROF. D.P.CHATTOPADHYAYA:
Sir, the question of mill-owners' op-
position may be relevant but we are
not going to listen to whatever they
say. In this respect although there
was some opposition from some sec-
tiong of industry yet Government have
not accepted their guggestion and
have decided {0 exporting some guan-
tity of long-staple cotton. It will not
be advisable in our own tommercial
interests to disclose the quantity, That
might have an adverse effect on the
price realisation Whatever we can—
consistent with the desired level of
pricc—we will try to export and help
the growers,

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Unfortu-
nately. I have not been able to under-
stand whose commercial jnterest has
the hon. Minister in mind when the
prices have already gone below even
the support price. There is a Punjabi
phrase:

"1 T qE) 4T, 7 e T e R

You are neither purchasing from the
grower nor are you allowing them to
export. I am not really able to under-
stand whose commercial interest you
are talking about. Wili you clarify
what are you going to do about these
4 lakh gurplug bales?

PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA:
Th surplug was estimated to be 4
lakhg or 6 lakhs. The latest position
is that the production has gone upto
17 to 18 lakh bales of long and extra-
long staple cotton, It has developed
a curious situation, While in respect
of medium and short staple cotton
there iy shortage and, therefore, there
is high price, but because of the fact
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that the long and extra<dong staple
cotton has been produced much more
than merely 4 to 6 Jakh aocord.
ing to the latest estimates X 48 8 10 9
fakh bales—I1 think, it.will be an in-
advisable proposition to smsmre & high
price only by exporting mare and
more raw-meterial 8ir, when I sey
it will pot be advisable to disclose
the quantity in the commerical inte-
rest, I have alsp the grawers’ interest
in 'mind, because price realisation of
the country, and therefore of the gro-
wers also, who will be allowed to ‘ex-
port, will come down.

To PN arergw qivw ¢ sy
wEaw 7 o ara s e fear @
aed W N e W ga wfew g
IT B FOT IF FT WTY & o
0 T ARy e ST ¥ O W
aét & fow § Frat & Forely s
%7 FE B o1 wr § AR feael &
T W Ay ® e 9w g e
TET T § | T A A vy Y
T FRA FTORET gOogar @ &)
w1y ¥ @ifgg s 7 fale s Y
a1g #¢t 1 & et =g g e famt
& TR A =T § A1 A AT & et
da ¥ ar 7er Wqw & e § A
foral ¥ 3g ¥ FEA FTORWT T
sy fedt U3 g F9 aw gO7 Y
wradr forg § fr framY &Y ey s
T AFAA TN 7

PROF. DP. CHATTOPADHYAYA:
Sir, the Cotton Corporation is alrendy
purchasing from the pocketg where
long staple and extra long staple
cotton are produced. Ourll a is to
purchase right from the growers. But,
as We have said, because of the limit-
ed credit availability the Cotton Cor-

poration is not in a position t0 go in
for extensive purchases. Buat what-
ever possible ig being pum For-
merly, our idea was to give tHe price,
hualf in bond and half in cash. But.
the growers found it very difficult.
Therefore, in deference to their wis-
hes. we have decided to pay the Mull
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price in cash. The operation is going
on gmoothly.

SHRI R, 8. PANDEY: Sir, the bon.
Minister hag now stated that m the
commercial interest, he jg not able to
mention the quatitum, how much is
going to be exported. We had squan-
dered foreign exvhange to the tune
of Rs. 100 crores in the last fow years.
We have potential in the country for
producing long staple cotton. Now, I
would like to know, gre you going to
ban the import of long staple cotton?

PROF, D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA):
Sir, long gtaple cotton is not being
imported. It is being exported.

SHRI R. S. PANDEY: I am telling
you that vou had squandered foreign
exchange to the tune of Rs. 100 crores
in the last few years. Ig it not a
fact? It is good that you are export-
ing now, But, earlier, vou have been
importing long staple cotton.

PROF D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA):
I have already said that we used to
import long staple cotton formerly
from Sudan and Egypt when we did
not produce enough to meet our own
internal requirements, 'Therefore, to
say that we have squandered away
money for importing cotton for our
own requirements. I think, is not a
right way of describing the situation
which obtained at that time,

Wl (1PN WAAT ¢ Y qATH qgT
9% 91 @ & 97 ¥ ag v 9oy & fF
guTR qgr ¥ sqrer & ¥ W 3y adr
20O ef q e & wud
agt W g ?

PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA:
Sir, I think there is g little mis-
understanding. Perhaps, 1 could not
make myself gufficiently clear. The
Cotton that is being imported from
Pakistan igs of medium variety, which
is in short supply in the country to
the extent of ten lakh bales. We are
importing only 2 lakh bales. The ex-
port that we are talking about is of
lonig staple and extra long staple
variety.
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‘}'omr«!“ﬁ: mw&
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PROF. D, P. CHATTAPADHYAYA:
This technical aspect is being looked
into.

Terminal Building at Civil Aercodrome,
Ahmedabag

*858. SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR:
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the existing terminal
building at civil aerodrome, Ahmeda-
bad is at present being renovated,
expanded and modernised with a
view to making it serviceable to a
decent minimum expected level fcr
the increased air trafic in Ahmeda-
bad and Gujarat;

(b) if so, the full details thereof;

(c) when will the said develop-
mental work be completed and at
what total cost; and

(d) whether the area in the vici-
nity of the said terminal building is
also being developed and if so, how
and when?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION (SHHI RAJ BAHA-
DUR): (a) to (c). The terminal build-
ing hag already bheen extendeq and
renovated. The areas for passenger
facilities have been increased from 4031
sq. ft. to 13,685 sq. f£t. Further minor
modifications are also in progress for
providing a separate area for security
cleared passengers. Arangements are
also being made for providing addi-
tional furniture. The cost of the
entire scheme is expected to be
Re. 6.5 lakhs.
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(d) Yes, Sir. This includes dust
proofing of certajn areas, improvement
to gardeng etc. . Instructions have been
issued for taking up these works
quickly.

SHR]I P. G. MAVALANKAR: While
I do appreciate some of the steps
taken by Government with regard (o
development of the existing terminal
building at the Ahmedabad airport,
are Government satisfieq that this
has been done with a view to making
the awrport at Ahmedabad come up to
the decent minimum expected level
about which I had specifically asked
in my question? He will kindly see
that this is in terms of certain faci-
litieg like quick disposal of baggage,
provision of a conveyor belt, certain
air-conditioning facilities—because
Ahmedabad almost all the year round
except for the winter months js full of
heat--and some allied facilities, In
al] these matters, have Government
satisfied themselves that the present
building has come up to the decent
minimum expected level?

Also, he has not fully replied to
part (¢) of my question, ‘when will
the said developmental work be com-
pleted and at what total cost?” He
bas given the total cost but has not
indicated the date by which this will
be completed?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: Taking the
last question first. I have stated that
the termina) building hag already been
extended and renovated. I can give
the various items. For example, the
arrival concourse, departure concourse
and baggage delivery have been ex-
tended and completed; depariure
holding is alse there which was not
there before; reserved lounge of 224
sq. ft, hag been given; then the res-
taurant has also been extended. Sanc-
tion has already been accorded for
additional furniture to be provided in
the VIP room, extended protion of the
lounge etc. These are in the process
of being given.

Ag for the first question about what
he callsg a decent, minimum expected
level, while the ideal is alwayg to be





