3 Oral Answers

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
At the moment, there is no proposal

SHRI D. N. TIWARY: May I know
whether due to the experience of tak-
ing over the foodgrains trade last year,
the Government 1s now hesitant to
take over the foodgrains trade? Are
the government aware of distress sales
by small farmers due to necessity at
lower prices? Have Government de-
vised any scheme to buy foodgrains
from them at proper prices?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE.
Government would not hke the small
farmers to effect distress sales. In fact,
our policy is very clear. We would
like to purchase foodgrains from small
or any farmer not only at support
price but even at procurement prices,
which have alicady been announced

SHRI D N. TIWARY What about
the first part of my question?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P S.INDE
Aboul {aking over the toodgramns irade
I have already replied to the otber
member who put the same gquestion.

SHRI C. K CHANDRAPPAN The
minmster had stated that at the moment
they are not considerang any new
change 1n the policy. In view oi the
lact that severa]l States are 1iacing
tamine and the public distiibution
system in Kerala has collapsed due to
the failure of the Centre to send the
promised quantity of rice, why 1s the
Government so adamant fo pursue a
policy which has alteady tatled?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE.
I do mot understand the implication of
his question. He 15 over simphfying
the problern I taking over would
hate provided a solution {o all the
problems, Govelnment would have been
very happy, but Goveirnment does not
accept that assessment. About XKerala,
1t would be tolally incorrect t{o say
that there has been (oial dislocation
of supplies to Kerala. There has not
been dislocalion because the total level
of allotinent to the State Government
has been maintained at a much higher
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level. About 87,000 tonneg of food-
grains are being supplied to Kerala.

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: The
State Chief Minister has said that thus
month instead of 80,000 tonnes of rice
promised, they have been given only
25,000 tonnes.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
In respect of rice, the shortfall has
been made up by wheat. Thus, the
total quantity of foodgrains has been
maintained. There has been no dis-
location. I do not think the conditions
m the country are such that we can
ask for the foodgrain of our cholce.

FAOs warning regarding pesticide
shortage
+

*83. SHRT ANADI CHARAN DAS:
SHRI PURUSHOTTAM
KAKODKAR.

Will the Mimister of AGRICU LIURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state*

(1) whether the Food and Agticul-
ture igant ation has warred of scri-
ous pesticade shortage in the world
and

(b) 1f <0, the reaction of the Govern-
ment ihereon?

TIIE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MIN'STRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SIHRI ANNA
SAHEB P SHINDE; (a) and (b) A
statement 15 placed on the Table of
the Sabha

Statement

(a) Yes Sir The Food and Agn
culluie Orgamsation has given a
warning ot a likely global shortage of
pestuiides 1n tie coming year

(b) To meet this Lkely global short-
age of pesticides, the Government of
India are taking speaial steps {o max.-
mise 1ndigenous production and bulk
import of pesticides through the State
Trading Corporation. The Government
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of India have also taken steps to ra-
tionalise the internal distribution. of
available pesticides within the country.
To minimise the use of pesticides, the
Government of India have.taken steps
to establish pest surveillance forecast-
ing and warning systems so that pest
epidemics could be controlled before
it assumes large proportions. The ‘Gow
ernment of India is also paying in-
creasing attention to the biological con-
trol of pests, and thereby minimise the
use of psticides.

1 FATIR 9T I WeqR A 1<,
39 & w2 fagdy qedvars € «r sea
2 I T ST A § FL | AT Ffe—
gt § ? AqAT FAeAwAr & QarfaT
qEdTaTE & SCqArET FAT gl grav g ?

SHRI° ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
Many of the pesticides are petro-
chemical based and because of the
-energy crisis, some of the basic raw
‘materialg are scarce all over the world.
But as far as the general programme
:0f production is concerned, we &are
very much ahead. We are vproducing
within the country large nart of our
reguirements. Our future aproach is
also to see that to the extent passible
we succeed in organising production
programme in our country itself. But
‘there are certain basic raw materials
which are not available. That has
been the difficulty, not the technical
knowhow. In fact, we have enough
technical knowhow.

ft ATl =ew I\ S Sfawew
FAANI EATGLE 3 FIeT g AT F
21 & AT Sy g ?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
‘The chemicals are many. For instance
BHC and DDT mainly we manufac-
ture in the country and only a small
portion is imported from USSR,, USA,
Poland and a number of other coun-
tries. Endrine, Carbaryl and Endosul-
far we import from USA. There are
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a few other chemicals which are im-
ported from Western Europe.

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN: What 'is
the tetal requirement of pesticides ‘n
the country and what is our produc-
tion? What is the total value of the
imports? When are we going to be-
come self-sufficient in pesticides?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
There are different plant protection
materials. BHC is a very important
chemical where our requirement is
30,000 and we produce 24,000 tonnes.
So, the shortfall is 6,000 tonnes. In
the case of DDT our requirement is
7,500 tonnes and we produce 4,000
tonnes. Endrine is an item we import.
In the case of carbaryl we import 5,000
tonnes - and Endosulfar about 800 to
1,000 tonnes. Roughly, our broad re-
quirement is 56,000 and we manufac-
ture about 35,000 tones.

SHRI BISWANARAYAN SHASTRI:
Just now the hon. Minister said the
shortage of pesticides and raw materi-
als is mainly petro-based. May I know
whether any effort will be made to
find out an alternative raw material
for production of pesticides

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
It is a very difficult proposition. If
such a raw material or feed stock is
easily available, we would be very
happy. Some research effort is going
on but it is not that easy.

Committee on Development of Urdu

#85. SHRI S. N. MISRA: Will the
Minister of EDUCATION, SOCIAL
WELFARE AND CULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Gujarat Committee on
Development of Urdu in the country
has since submitted its report to the
Government;

(b) if so, the findings of the Com-
mittee; and

(c) Government’s reaction in regaru
thereto?





