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of tribals and weaker sections, The
economic and other legislative mea-
sures which are being implemented
will have further impact in thig direc-
tion. In the meantime, the possibility
of such exploitation in gome areas or
other cannot be ruled out. Govern-
ment are alive to this situation. Re-
plies received from Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradegh, Assam and the Union
territory of Pondicherry indicate that
broad-based Committees have been
constituted for watching the imple-
mentation of these measures and
special cells have also been set up to
collect information and detect and
check cases relating to social and
economic exploitation. Replies from
other States giving details of the
machinery set up by them are awaited
and will be laid on the table of the
House.

House Sites for Harijang under the
20-Point Programame

1340, SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS
MUNSI: Will the Mimster of HOME
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether under the 20-point pro-
gramme, the houge site distribution
policy did not favour the Harijans and
tribals in 'most of the States; and

(b) whether equal amount of finan~
cial support has been given to the
landless Harijans for house gites?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI F. H. MOHSIN): (a) No, Sir.

(by Yes Sir. The scheme aims at
providing house-sites, free of cost, to
families of landless workers in rural
areas irrespective of the fact whether
they are Scheduled Castes or Sche-
duleg Tribes,

According to the information re-
ceived upto 31-12-1975, about 583
jakhs of families have been allotted
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house-~sites by the various State Gov-
ernments and Union Territories, More
than 20 lakhs of these families belong
to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes.

Declaration of Sant Ravidas’y Birthday
as a Holiday

1841. SHRI PRIYA, RANJAN DAS
MUNSI: Will the PRIME MINISTER
be pleased to state:

(a) whether several appeals have
been made to Government to declare
a holiday on the birthday of Sant
Ravidas, the great humanist and guide
of the people in genera] and Harijans
in particular; and

(b) if so, the steps taken by Govern-
ment in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS,
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL
AND ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS
AND DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI OM
MEHTA): (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) Guru Ravidag’s Birthday is al-
ways includeq in the list of Restricted
holidays for the Central Government
Offices at Delhi/New Delhi. Pursu.-
ant to the recommendationg of the
Third Pay Commission ,the occasions/
festivals to be included in the list of
Closed/Restricted Holidays have al-
ready been fixed.
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