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Unemployment

*280. SHRI VASANT SATHE: will
the Minister of LABOUR be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the unemployment of
educated and uneducated is rising at
an alarming rate and that the em-
ployment targets in private and pub-
lic sectors have remained largely un-
fulfilled over the past three years;

(b) whether Government have for-
Tulated an integrated and coordinated
plan uf action on the recommendations
of Bhagavati Committee to meet un-
employment problem; and

(c) if so, the facts and achievements
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR
(SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY): (a)
to (c). A statement is lald on the
Table of the House.

Statement

Precise estimates of unemploymen?
in the country are not available. How-
ever, the number of job-seekers borne
on the Live Register of Employment
Exchanges (all of whom are not
necessarily Unemployed) has been on
the increase over the past few years
but the rate of increase hag slowed
down since 1973. No employment
targets, as such, were fixed for the
public or private sectors over the past
three years.

The recommendations in the final
report of the Bhagavati Committee
were examined by an Inter-Ministerial
Working Group set up by the Plan-
ning Commission and the recommen-
dationg of the Committee alongwith
the views of the Working Group
thereon were forwarded to the con-
cerned  Ministries/Department  for
necegsary action. So far the final
views of the concerned Ministries on
the recommendations and details of
action taken on the recommsendations
have been received in respect of 178
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out of a total of 221 recomimendations
made by the Committee in its report.
It has been reported that the gteps
being taken or proposed to be taken
as part of the Fifth Plan are gene-
rally in line with the recommenda-
tions of the Committee, subject to the
availability of financial rescurces,

The remaining recommendations are
being vigorously followed up with the
concerned Ministries by an ‘Empower-
ed Committee’ consisting of represen-
tatives of the Planning Commission,
Ministry of Industry and Civil Sup-
plies (Department of Industrial Deve-
lopment), Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation (Department of Agricul-
ture), Ministry of Finance (Depart-
ment of Economic ‘Affairs) and the
Ministry of Labour,

SHRI VASANT SATHE: I would
like to know this. In view of the fact
that unemployment both of educated
ang uneducated categories is growing,
what are the steps taken particularly
in view of the 20 point programme 10
have agro-service centres? Thig was
the scheme which was thought of for
some time, agro-service centres, where
educafed people could be employed as
well as uneducated people, but skilled
personnel, which would provide ser-
vice to the people in the rural areas.
provide employment as well as serve
as catalytic agent. What are the
measures taken in this regard?

SHRI RAGHUNAHTA REDDY:
One of the pomnts in the 20 point
economic programme is to find em-
ployment for these apprentices and
now about one lakh and odd places
were found for them and more than
98 per cent of the seats are being
filled up by thig apprentice program-
me. This is one of the aspects of
relieving unemployment in respect of
educated young men. The hon. Mem-
ber is fully aware about the generil
problem of unemployment. While
there is increased economic activity
in defferent sectors as a result of
execution of various development
schemes in successive 5 year plans,
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we have taken steps~yo provide more
and more. empioyment to .wprentices
in various catagories..

SHRI VASANT SATHE; T asked
abgut agrp-servize centre schemes,
aimed at providing employment to
both educated peaple, people in tech.
nical spheres as well as uneducated.
but skilled people. What has happen.
ed to that?

SHRI RAGHUNAHTA REDDY:
I will collect the ixyformation.

MR. SPEAKER: You now ask your
second question.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: My second
question is: in the light of the ex-
perience which the Maharashtra Gov.-
ernment had 1n providing the em-
ployment guarantee for the unem-
ployed people which was so highly
successful even during the drought-
affected period, I would like to know
whether he w11l take some advantage
of that pattern and extend it to the
other States also? If so, what is your
opinion about this?

SHRI RAGHUNAHTA REDDY:
No doubt, Maharashtra Government
hag come forward with a very well-
meaning scheme. But this scheme
cannot, immediatcly, be implemented
in the other States. This is a matter
to which govecrnment’s attention has
been drawn.

SHRI H, M. PATEL: To the Minis-
ter the question that was put was
whether unemployment is rising at
an alarming rate but the reply given
in his statement simply says that a
precise estimate of unemployment
figure is not available. The number
of job seekers is increasing. This Is
all that he has to say. I would like
to know why is it that he has no
idea whatsoever regarding the quan-
tum of unempioyment in the country.
Is it not running in terms of millions
and is on the increase? Is that not
alarming? If so, how rapid is the rate
of the increase?
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SHRI W'} REDDY:
Why I said that precise figures are
not -wvaildBls arer Bébause -of « these
reasons--the Unemployment Commit.’
tee which had been appointed for the-
purpogse to go into this question said
thet the Comimittee could not ascer-
tain the figures precisely; in the:
same manner, cven the Dantwals
Committee said that it was not 'pos-
sible to ascertain the figures in terms
of mathematical exactitude. There-
fore, T do not like to make a state-
ment which would go contrary to the
very learned statements made by
various Commuitiees. Nevertheless,
in the year 1972, the number of em-
ployment exchanges was 4563 and 68.98
lakhs were on the live register; in
1973, the number of employment ex-
changes was 464 while 82.18 lakhs
were on the live register; in 1974, the
number of employment exchanges was
481 while the number of the live
register was 8483 lakhs. Tn 1975,
upto June, the number of employ-
ment exchanges was 500 while the
number on the live regisier was 87.92
lakhs These would give an indica.
tion of the figures. If the figures are
needed by the hon Member, I can
give them.
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SHRI RAGHUNAHTA REDDY:
Of the techpical training centres,

very few are under Central Govemn--
ment; quite a number of them are-
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yader the State Governments. Never-
thelosn, as 1 sumbiited in the begin-
ning iu my reply, one of the im-
portant points in the 20-point eco-
ppmic programme is the apprentice-
ship scheme and the employment for
apprentices was considered and these
people have been trained in the
technical institutes and "are being
given places in various factories as
apprentices and we have done a good
job of it

SHRI 8. M. BANERJEE: As far as
this information is concerned, the
magnitude of unemployment 18 assum-
ing such a position that it has now
gone over one crore. Even in the
Employment Exchange it has gone up-
to 40 Jakhs. I would like to know
one thing. Whenever we raised a
question about unemployment doles,
we were told that a huge amount was
required and Governmeni was not in
a position to do so. I wish to know
whether the Labour Minister would
recommend to government thai at
least a portion of the money—the
huge amount of black money--which
they have unearthed now—should go
towards solving the unemployment
preblem if given as unemployment
doles.

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY- At
present there is no such proposal with
Government

SHRI M RAM GOPAL REDDY: I
want to know from the Government
whether the unemployment number is
rising or the number of new persons
that are entering this field is rising:
the population 1s rising and, if the
population is rising at this present
rate. is he in a position to solve the
unemployment problems at leaft in his
Ufetime?

MR. SPEAKER: He has answered
that question.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY: Not

MR. SPRAKER: Next guestion.
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Eye Diseatieg in the Rural Areas of
the Couniry

*240. SHRI P. GANGADEB; Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
PLANNING be pleased fo state:

(a) whether there has been high
incidence of eye diseases in rural

areas of the couniry, particularly in
children;

(b) if so, whether any fresh steps
have been taken recently to fight
blindness; and

(e) if so, the salient
thereof?

features

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING (DR. KARAN
SINGH) (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) and (c¢) A statement containing
the required information 1s laid on the
Table of the Sabha.

Statement

Steps taken to fight Blindness and the
salient features thereof

1 In order to reduce the incidence
of blindness in children due to nutri-
tional deficiencies, a programme for
the distribution of Vitamin ‘A’ has
been launched. It will cover about 8.7
mllion of the 100 m:llion children at
risk by the end of March, 1876.

2, A national Trachoma Control Pro-
gramme has been in operation since
1963. About 140 million population 1n
1805 blocks of the various States and
Union Territories has already been
covered under that Programme. The
programme has eliminated about 5 per
cent of blindness in the population
covered by avoiding blinding compli-
cations of Trachoma,

3 Government have been success.
ful in bringing Smallpox to the ‘zero®
level in July, 1975. This has taken
care of about 3 per cent of the blinds,

4. Cataract operations have been
conducted by various medical institu~
tions. About 5.8 lakh operations are
being done annually.





