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LOK SABHA

Tuesday, January 20, 1976/Pausa 30, 
1897 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock

[Ms. S p e a k e r  in the Chair] 
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) to
<C). The Revised Estimates for th e  
curretat year and the Budget Estimates 
far the next year are in the process of 
flnalisation. It is too early to indi
cate the precise position of end finan
cial results for 1975-76. Full details 
will be submitted to the House when 
the Railway Budget for 1976-77 is 
presented.
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SHRI M. C. DAGA: Sir, it will be 
seen that while the unit cost has gotoe 
up from 62 per cent to 136 per cent 
over the period 1961-62 to 1973-74 the 
unit earnings have increased by only 
about 47 per cent during the aame 
period.
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SHRI P. M. MEHTA: I would like to 
know from the hon. Minister whether 
it is a fact or not that because of 
slump in certain industries the traffic 
has considerably declined resulting 
into probable losses and because of 
the contracted purchasing capacity the 
consumer goods are not moving from 
one place to another causing decline 
in the traffic.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: The 
traffic trends as indicated in December 
1075 indicate that railways have load
ed 17 million tonnes which is an all- 
time record. So, it is wrong to say, 
there is recession and goods are not 
moving. There is another all-time 
record, namely, 25,000 broad-gauge and 
about 6,000 metre-gauge wagons were 
loaded everyday in December.
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SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
The Minister has told us that he is still 
in the process of computation of the 
total expenditure that has been in
curred or will be incurred by the rail
ways. May I know from the hon. 
Minister whether any scheme was put 
into force by the Ministry of Railways 
to give an increment or reward to the 
so-called loyal staff during the May, 
1974 strike? To how many persons 
such awards were given and what is 
the total amount which has been spent 
on that and the recurring amount in
volved and also whether the sanction 
of the Ministry of Finance was taken 
for making those awards or incre
ments?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI; 
This question does not arise from 
this question, but I would certainly 
say that loyal employees have been 
awarded and they will be awarded for 
their loyalty and the question of find
ing money is not a problem for the 
railways.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEEi 
The question arises out of the losses 
of the railways. We understand Rs. 11 
crores have been spent like this.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:
I do not have the information avail
able with me now. I  will supply the 
same later on.

Agreements witb O.P.8.C, for Jotet 
Venture* in Oil Exploration

•192. SHRI P. NARAfilMHA 
REDDY: Will the Minister of PET
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