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THE MINISTFR OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (SHRI K. R. GANESH):
(a) to (e). A statement is placed on
the Table of the House. [Pluced in
Library. See No.LT-8946/75].

Import of six million tonnes of
additional crude

*112. SHRI SHASHI BHUSHAN:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have de~
cided to import 6 million tonnes of
additional crude annually for the next
five years;

(b) if go, which are the countries
being approached or are likely to be
approached for additiona] crude sup-
plies; and

(¢) what will be the total foreign
exchange involved in the transaction?

TIIE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI K. D.
MALAVIYA): (z) No, Sir

(b) and {(c). Dn not arise.
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Plan for production of drugs in
Indigenous Sector

*114. SHRI VASANT SATHE:
SHRI DHAMANKAR:

Will the Ministe: of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS be pleaced to state:

(a) whether any plan for produc-
tion of vital drugs in consultation with
the indigenous sector of the drug 1u-
dustry is being worked out so as to
meet the 5th plan targets for drujs
and pharmaceuticals;

(b) whether any steps are being
taken through cxpansion of jndigene
ous chemical industry to mimmise
our dependence on foreign supplicrs
for wvital life saving drugs, basic and
intermediate chemicals and thus
help the rural population; ang

(c) whether any time-bound na-
tional drug development programme
is contemplated so as to step up pro-
duction and take the medicines {o a
large percentage of our rural popu-
lation?

THE MINISTER Oi' STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS SHRI K R GANESH):
(a) to (¢) According to the draft
Fifth Five Year Plan, the drugs turn-
over in the country would increasc
to Rs. 500 rrores per annum by 1978-
79. This would involve production of
Rs. 150 to Rs 200 crores of bulk drugs.
In the context of the approach to the
Fifth Five Year Plan and with a view
to step up production, Government {n
its industrial licencing policy of 1973
has consolidated the core in-
dustries of importance to the
national economy. Industries having
direct linkage with such industries
and industries with long term export
potential have been identified as of
basic, critical and of strategic impor-
tance for the growth of the economy
have been fncluded in Appendix I
of the said policy. Drugs and Pharma-
ceutical Industry is one of the indus-
tries included in Appendix I. For the
production of vital drugs, the draft
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plan also makes provision for expan-
sion of the role of the Public Sector.

Government have appointec a Com-
mittee on Drug; and Pharmaceuticals
Industry under the Chairmanship of
Shii Jaisukhlal Hath; and the terms
of ieference vf this Committee inter
aha include:—

“To recommtnd  ™measureg neces-
sary for encunirg that the  Public
Sector attains a leadership 1ole 1n the
manufacture of basic drugs and formu-
lations, and in research and develop-
ment”,

“To make recommmendations for
promoting the rapid srowth of the
drugs industry angd particularlv of
the Indian and small scale industries
sector. In muking its recommenda-
tion the commuitice will keep in view
the need for a balanced regional dis-
peisal of the indusiury”

The Commutte: is evpected to sub-
mt its report by April, 1975. It has
fuinished 10 Government a st of es-
sential drugs and common house-hold
medicines whict: will be required to
be manufactured in large quantities
The detailg are being worked cut for
ensuring adequate production. Diecus-
sions have been heid with the repre-
sentatives of Indiin Mledical Associa-
tion and the Iandian Drug Manufac-
lurers Association regarding the role
which the indigenous sector of the
drug industry should play in making
available drugs in adequate quantities
to meet the requirements of the
Country. The Indian Sector has agreed
to submit a blue print shortly. This
sector has also been asked to prepare
a scheme for production of mass con-
sumption drugs at cheap prices and
to identify such drugs out of the list
of the Hathi Cornmittee. Further con-
sultation with them will follow to
draw up time bound programme of
productionfexparsion of such drugs.
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Survey for Petroleum in Arabian
Sea touching Karnataka State

*115. SHRI P. R. SHENOY: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether any gsurvey has been
made to see whether petroleum is
available jn the portion of Arbian sea
touching the State of Karnataka; and

(b) it so, the results thereof?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI K. D.
MALAVIYA): (a) No, Sir

(b) Does not arise,

Complaints about the functioning
of Election Commission

*116. SHR1 MUKHTIAR SINGH
MALIK: Will the Minister of I AW,
JUSTICE AND COMPANY AF-
FAIRS be pleasel to state:

(a) whether any complaints have
been received about the functioning
of Election Commission;

(b) if so, the nature of comp'aints
received; ang

(c¢) Government’s reaction thereto?

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUS-
TICE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS
(SHRI H. R. GOKHALE): (a) No
complaints nave been received.

(b) and (c). Do not arise

Second Sagar Samrat

*117. SHRI M. RAM GOPAL
REDDY:

SHRI R. S. PANDEY:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Japan has been
approached for second Sagar Samrat
recently; and





