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MR. SPEAKER: Are you recognis­
ing these trade unions?

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: As 
far as the trade union activities are 
concerned, under the provisions of 
the Trade Union Act the agricultural 
labour can be organised and can be 
registered as trade union organisation. 
There is no difficulty at all. It is said 
that nearly 48 million of Indian popu­
lation are agricultural labour. Out 
of this about three million or 3.07 
million are organised, under the vari­
ous trade union organisations and it 
is very amorphous state of affairs as 
far as the agricultural labour organi­
sations are concerned. In certain 
States, they are very well-organised 
and in some Staten there is not even 
the formation of such unions.

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI: 
May I know from the Hon’ble Minister 
whether he is himself aware that the 
Indian National Congress and the 
INTUC have tried to organise the 
rural labour in the country for th* 
last one year? The National Women 
Workers’ Federation is also organis­
ing rural labour In the country. 
Whether the Minister is aware that 
in trying to organise the rural labour 
for implementing the major five 
points of the 20-point programme, the 
implementing machinery at the State 
level has to be (Strengthened so that 
the problems regarding fixation of 
minimum wages, abolition of bonded- 
labour, moratorium, rural debt and 
all these things can be fully and 
effectively solved at the State level? 
Therefore, may I know whether the 
State Governments have drawn the 
attention of the Union Labour Minis­
try that the implementing machinery 
for agricultural labour has to be 
strengthened and if so, what measures 
the Union Labour Ministry has taken 
in this regard,, to strengthen the im­
plementing machinery at State level?

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: I 
am lutyy awfftre of the tftbt un­
der the distinguished leadership of 
Shri Bhagvati, the President ot tN- 
fTUC, the agricultural labour and 
what they call the rural poor are be­
ing organised in several States. In 
certain States they have taken some 
forward steps and the organisation 
has come to assume a certain Impor­
tance. About the number of person­
nel to be appointed for implementa­
tion of the minimum wages, this 
question had been discussed in the 
Labour Ministers’ conference more 
than twice. Several steps have been 
taken by various State Governmemts. 
In fact, the Central Government had 
drawn the attention of the State 
ministers to this question. I myself 
have written to the State Labour 
Ministers with regard to this subject.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: It is true 
that you cannot organise trade unions 
as government organisation. But why 
can’t you assist in the formation of 
cooperatives of agricultural labour so 
that financial assistance under the 
Cooperatives Act itself can be given? 
The main hurdle there is lack of 
work Most of the governmental 
agencies, whether they are railways, 
public sector organisations or any 
other institutions, give work to the 
private contractors and not to these 
cooperatives. Will you arrange for 
proper coordination so that the land­
less workers’ cooperatives in rural 
areas can get work by forming co­
operatives?

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY; I 
will examine this aspect.

Pak Security Pact with Franoe

*506. SHRI M. RAM GOPAL 
REDDY: Will the Minister of EXTER­
NAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have seen 
ttet report published in a local Daily 
Wgfcrding *Pak Security Pact with 
WVUmx*; tn i •»
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(b) if so, the reaction of Govern­
ment thereon?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI BIPINPAL DAS): (a) Yes,
Sir. The Government of France has, 
however, denied the existence of any 
security pact with Pakistan.

(b) Does not arise.

SHRI M. RAM GOrAL REDDY: 
This news was announced by BBC 
and reported in the Indian news­
papers. I do not think there is any 
smoke without fire. May I know 

whether the minister is going to have 
detailed investigation about it be­
cause most of these agreements are 
secret?

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS: Our Em­
bassy in Paris contacted the French 
Government and they have denied 
categorically the existence of any 
such agreement.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY: 
May I know whether the agreement 
about cooperation among the Gulf 
States, Islamabad and. France about 
supply of arms and materials also 
forms part of the secret pact or it is 
a separate one? Has any information 
given by the French Government to 
tis about it?

MR. SPEAKER: ITo says there is 
no secret pact.

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS: We are not 
aware of any defence or security pact 
between Pakistan and France. But 
certainly France supplies sophisticat­
ed arms to Pakistan. That is true.

SHRI P. ANKINEEDU PRASADA 
RAO: May I know whether the Pakis­
tan Government has come to an 
agreement with France about supply 
of sophisticated aircraft recently?

SHSI BIPINPAL DAS: I have al­
ready said that France supplies sop­
histicated arms to Pakistan.

Symposium on News Pool decided 
upon at Lima Conference

*507. SHRI RAJDEO SINGH: Will 
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state;

(a) whether the last Non-aligned 
Foreign Ministers Conference held in 
Lima developed the idea further fqr 
News pool and named Tunisia as the 
co-ordinator for organising the sym­
posium at Tunis and scheduled a 
larger meeting of the Non-aligned 
Nations in New Delhi this year;

(b) whether the representatives of 
the existing news agencies in the 
non-aligned nations are expected to 
participate in the New Delhi meet­
ing; and

fc) whether non-aligned blocks in 
U.N. General Assembly is numerical­
ly larger than the combined number 
of two Blocs?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI BIPINPAL DAS): (a) and (b). 
Yes, Sir.

(c) The question <Joes not arise 
since the non-aligned countries do 
not consider themselves as a bloc.
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