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India, Bengal hae some difficulties;
rice yields are not at the desirable le-
vels. He himself was good enough fo
point out about the availability of
water ; that is not being uged in full
and the infra-structure has not been
fully developed; extension wmethods
are not effective, But even in Bengal
some areas the rice yields are quite
high. That means that if the neces-
sary inputs and supplies are there,
one could expect better results. But
pecause of the poverty of the farmers
and the weakness of credit institu-
tions we are not in a posaition to make
mputs available to a large number of
farmers in time and in sufficient qu-
antities, These are some of the weak-
ness and we are f{rying {o remove
them,

SHRI P R SHENOY: According to
the recent Economic Survey published
by the Government of India, though
ihe area of produciion has been in-
creasing 1 respect of rice, produc-
tivity as such has not gone up. This
15 so in spite of the excellent reseaich
that has been taking place i1n the
country. May I know the reason why
productivity has not gone up in the
tountry ?

SIIRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
Though the average rice yield in the
country 1s not upto expectations, re-
cently there have been encouraging
trends in regard fto productivity. The
only difficully 1s that there are some
imhalances In certain regionhs 1l 1s
o111 low while in certain other re-
mions 1t 1s almost upto international
levels, though as I said the average is
not satisfactory, But next to wheat, it
1s 1ice production that is coming up
in the country and the view is not

as discouraging as the hon. Member
thinks.

TaurE gfaaeedt & g fasr de &
wEra
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SHRI KARTIK ORAON In the
Statement referred to in reply to
parts (a) to (¢) of Starred Question
No 109, it has been stated that the
World Bank leams are wisiting seve-
1al 1irrigation projects in our country
in UP, Orissa, Maharashtra, etc with
1 view to agsess thewr suitability for
credit assistance Here, ] want to
know whether the word ‘etc’ inclu.
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des the State of Bihar with specific
reference to Chotanagpur and San-
thal Pargana region. This region 1s
the richest area providing 1/3 of mi-
neral wealth of the country and hav-
ing 1irmigation potenhialities of about
2 percent of cultivable areas and
that they are the most backward
areas I would like to know as to
what are the projects in Bibhar that
are being flnanced by the World
Bank? What are the guidelines
adopted for selecting the projects for
the purpose of financing by the World
Bank”

SHRI KEDAR NATH SINGH
have already mentioned that in Bihar
Gandak project has been taken up
for being financed by the World
Bank But the region which the
Hon Member has mentioned, has not
been mentioned by the Bihar Govern-
ment as yet

SHRI THA KIRUTTINAN Sir, re-
cently there was an announcement
by the then Tamul Nadu Government
that the World Bank had agreed to
take up the work of constructing a
regulator on the niver Vaigar and to
modernise the Periar Canal System
I would hike to know whether this
announcement was factual If so
what are the details and whether the
Government has received any repre-
sentation from the people of Ramnad
District to the effect that this scheme
will affect their interests?

SHRI KEDAR NATH SINGH The
project mentioned by the Hon Mem
ber has not been brought to our notice
and no representation has been sent
to us mm this regard

New device for storage of foodgrains
by Food Corporation

¢116 SHRI P GANGADEB Wil
ithe Mimster of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state

(a) whether the Food Corporation
thas developed a new and cheaper
device for storage of fogdgrains,





