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hard rock operation. We are drilling 
through -the hard rock and we have 
succeeded in locating water under­
neath very hard rock.

SHRI DHAMANKAR Which are 
the other six schemes In hand?

SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN: In
Coimbatore, Noyil, Ponnani and Amra- 
vati River Basins Projects, elsewhere 
Upper Jamuna Project including Taj- 
wala and Okhla, Ghaggar Project, 
Betwa Project, Vedawati Project and 
Sina Man Basins Project in Maharash­
tra.

SHRI NAWAL KISHORE SINHA: 
Which are these nine States which 
have prepared their proposals for 
strengthening their State organisations 
from matching gran? hard rock areas 
of sub Himalayan ranges io which 
Mr. Painuli referred to a short while 
ago? Are they also being attended to?

SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KIIAN- 1 do 
not have the details of the States which 
have submitted their proposals. But 
in all 9 Stales have submitted their 
proposals. We are awaiting prcposals 
from the other States. In the hard 
rock areas of Himalya terrain the 
problem is of holders and not so much 
of hard rock. We have done some 
drilling work.

MR. SPEAKER: Have you got the
names of those States?

SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN: No.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: I would
like ta know from the hon. Minister 
whether there is a Report by an ex­
pert Shri Adyalkar of the Ground 
Water Division of the Central Govern­
ment on Ihe Deccan Track ranging 
from Viderba region going through the 
Marathwada region upto the west and 
down to the Vindhyas. The survey 
Is virtually complete. The river is 
below a certain subterrain and water 
level and the huge water supply is 
about 1000 dew and then It will be a 
perennial water. From this survey,

What is known to the Government? 
What is the Government doing keep­
ing in view that the entire track is a 
drought prone and dry farming area?

SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN- The 
Central Ground Water Organisation 
has been doing very good work parti­
cularly in the drought prone areas and 
in areas where there is any rock.

MR'. SPEAKER: Have they been
able to locate9

SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN: We
have located in that area and also in 
many other areas. So far, we have 
covered 10 lakh sq. kilometers already 
and we have the proposal to cover 5 
lakh* sq. kilometers during the Fifth 
Plan period. . (Interruptions)

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Let it be
completed.

MR. SPEAKER: They say it has
been located.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Are you
doing something to exploit that v?at*r 
resources or you will wait till certain 
point?

SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN; We 
are merely carrying out the surveys 
and pointing out where water is avail­
able. Exploitation is. —

MR, SPEAKER': It has been locat­
ed and next stage will follow.

Water famine in Gujarat 

,t
*734. SHRI VEKARIA:

SHRJ ARVIND M. PATEL":

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether Government are aware 
that Gujarat is again in the grip of 
water famine;

(b) if so, districts which are facing 
water shortage; and
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(c) measures taken by Government 
to face the situation in regard to agri~
culture?

THE MINISTER OP STATS IN 
THE MINISTRY OP AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI ANNA- 
SAHEB P. SHINDE): (a) Accord­
ing to the Information received from 
the State Government, difficulties are 
being experienced in some pockets in 
the State.

(b) Difficulties regarding drinking 
water are being experienced mainly in 
Amreli and Bhavnagar districts.

(c) The main difficulty which is be­
ing experienced is with regard to sup­
ply of drinking water, for which the 
State Government is taking measures 
like deepening of walls, drilling of 
tube-wells and supply of water by 
tankers and bullock carts to the affect­
ed villages and towns.

SHRI VEKARIA: Every year the
rainial is decreasing in the areas of 
Saurashtra and Kutch and the villagers 
have been facing the difficulty of 
water shortage every year. J would 
like to know this from the hon. Minis­
ter. He says about measures like sup* 
ply of water by tankers and bullock 
carts, deepening of wells, etc. Such 
type of measures do not solve the prob­
lem at all in these areas. I would 
like to know from the Minister whe 
ther the Government has any idea 
to put up a plant for desalination of 
waler from the sea in those areas.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE; I 
would like to contradict his statement 
and say that rainfall was normal in 
Saurashtra this year and excess in 
Gi'jarat. As far as desalination of 
water is concerned I am not in a posi­
tion to make any positive statement 
because experts have not indicated 
any economic feasibility of these desa­
lination projects either for irrigation 
or for drinking water .

SHRI VEKARIA: My second ques­
tion is this. In part (c) of my question 
1 asked -ihout the measures taken by

Government to face the situation in 
regard to agriculture. Whai we find 
is that although dams are constructed 
for irrigation purposes, because of 
water shortage in city areas, tftese 
waters are used for the water supply 
schemes of the city areas. That is 
why I am asking this question. If 
these waters are used for the water 
supply scheme of the city areas, then 
what will happen to irrigation sche­
mes, which is our main purpose? 
Therefore, I would like to know this 
Has the Government any scheme to 
give water supply to the cities instead 
of drawing water from these dams 
which are meant for irrigation purpos­
es?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
As far as that part is concerned, there 
is not much danger of this type of 
diversion of water. Agriculture is 
not suffering by and large. We would 
also suggest to the State Governments 
about alternative schemes where agri­
culture is likely to be very badly af­
fected, but, drinking water must have 
a priority and I am sure, the hon. 
Member would be able to appreciate 
this point.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
Permanent solution is very desirable, 
but in many parts of the Country, there 
are large number of villages where 
this drinking water problems is there. 
I agree that long-term and permanent 
solution has to be found cut We also 
suggest to the State Government that 
they must work out on the basis of 
long-term and permanent arrange­
ments.

Permission to collect Crocodile Eggs 
from Girwa River in Nepal

*735. SHRI RAJDEO SINGH: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a> whether Nepal Government have 
permitted U.P. Government to collect 

(crocodile eggs from the Girwa River 
in that country; and

(b) if so, which rivers in U.P. have 
been selected as a repository and 
breeding ground for crocodiles?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 

•« AND IRRIGATION (SHRI ANNA­
SAHEB P. SHINDE): (a) At the re­
quest of Dr. Bustard, an FAO expert 
on corcodiles assigned to the Govern­
ment of India. His Majesty’s Govera- 
jnent of Nepal have agreed to the col­
lection of 500 gharial eggs at two cen­
tres—at Nayarani adjacent to Gandak 
and Girwa river. The egss are meant 
for breeding purposes in Orissa and 
UP Crocodile project areas.

(b) The following 4 rivers have been 
•elected as a repository and breeding 
ground for crocodiles in UP.

1. Girwa river.
2. Ramganga river.
& 8m river.

4. Chambal river.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 
Sir, the breeding grounds have been 
destroyed because of the indiscrimi­
nate use of river sources and also be­
cause of the ecological changes which 
have taken place. That is why *e are 
trying to get them from Nepal. Our 
subsequent effort would be to creaie 
protective areas for breeding of croco­
diles.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDB: 
They ar« similar species. But, whe­




