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whether any such proposal or sugges-
tion is being considered or not?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION (DR. KARAN
SINGH): With regard to Srinagar, we
are considering the question of pro-
viding facilities there. For the inter-
national tourist attraction, however,
the decision has not yet been taken to
open it to international airlines. In
fact. our general thinking is that even
if it is open to international traffic,
for several years to come, it could be
only Air India that may operate there
for various reasons .

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: I would like to know from the
hon. Minister whether there is a pro-
posal to set up a tourist office in Ran-
goon and whether Government is going
to develop Burdwan which is a his-
torical place where Mehrnisha was
made captive who was betterly known
as Noorjahan, the wife of Mughal
Emperor Jehangir, to attract Muslim
people from Malaysia and Indonesia.

DR. SAROJINI MAHISHI: There
is no such proposal at present.
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MR. SPEAKER: This Question has

very limited scope. I am passing on
to the next Question.
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THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
(PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA):
(a) Yes, Sir. A British Mission spon-
sored by the Birmingham Chamber of
Commerce came to India during the
first week of March, 1973.

x|

(b) The Government of India are
not aware of any precise proposal
made by the delegation to set up joint
ventures with the British collabora-
tion.

(c) Does not arise.
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PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA:
Perhaps, the hon. Member is under
the impression that the Delegation met
the Ministry. It did not meet the
Ministry. It was a non-official Dele-
gation and it met some non-official
agencies and also some official agencies.
It visited Delhi, Bombay and also had
talks with the D.G.T.D, authorities, the
S.T.C., the Federation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry, etc.
They explored the possibilities of
areas of joint ventures. So, they made
an enquiry and out of the enquiry,
some information came up. But no
definite proposals have been mooted
by them or agreed to by the people
who had discussions with them,
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PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA:
I can only inform the hon. Member
that in the discussion with the STC
and the Promotion of Export Council
they enquired about the possibility of
some turn-key projects and supply of
machinery and plant consultancy ser-
vice. In the discussion with the
Federation of I~dian Chamber of
Commerce and. Industry. they enquir-
ed about greater diversification of
Indian exports to Britain, if possible,
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and other non-traditional items, auto-
mobile ancillaries, power equipment
etc.

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: It
was reported in the Hindustan
Standard of 6th of February that the
delegation had proposed to the Gov-
ernment the setting up of industries in
the engineering sector as well as in
power generation sector with British
collaboration. May I know what was
the proposal of this collaboration?

PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA:
I said that they had some exp oratory
talks. They are not, strictly speaking,
proposals. So, the question of Gov-
ernment’s response to these unofficial
exploratory talks does not arise at this.
stage.

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: The
Minister has stated that the Birmin-
gham delegation came in an unofficial
capacity. May I know at whose in-
stance has this delegation come to
India? May I know, further, whether
has it got anything to do with any
proposal of the British Government or
any Commonwealth Agency or was it
at the instance of the Birmingham
Chamber of Commerce itself?

PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA:
They came of their own.
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PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA:
I have already said that the talks were
exploratory, they were not in the na-
ture of proposals, still less of projects.
So, the question of the money value
of the investment does not arise at
present.





