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under examination and active con-
sideration of the Government. One
of these works is: Guntur-Macherla
Conversion to Broad Gauge and
Nadikude-Bibinagar—New hroad
gauge line. May I know whether the
‘South Central Railway had submitted
any scheme and if so what are the de-
tails of the scheme?

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: This does
not relate to Maharashtra. I have ex-
plained in detail the position regard-
ing the proposals received, surveys
completed or going on. If the hon.
Member goes through paras 41 and 42
of my Budget speech, he will find
where that line stands.

SHRI S. B. GIRI: I ask whether the
Railway Board has received from the
‘South Central Railway any proposals
regarding Guntur-Macherla line and
if so what are the details of that
'scheme?

MR. SPEAKER: You are asking a
specific question; try to remain on the
main line.

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH:
The hon. Minister has made a state-
ment that this particular part of the
work has been sanctioned because it is
a drought-affected area. It is a good
departure from the old policy that
even though they are not in the re-
gular plan they will be taken up be-
cause of the drought conditions and
several other factors. May I know
whether the hon. Minister has in mind
any such works in other areas and, if
s0, whether he has received any pro-
posal from the Andhra Pradesh Gov-
ernment?

MR. SPEAKER: It is beyond the
scope of the main question.

SHRI RAJA KULKARNE: All this
confusion has been created because of
a statement made by the Chairman of
the Railway Board.

MR. SPEAKER: Next question.
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SHRI MUHAMMED KHUDA
BUKHSH: May I know from the
Government whether this cut in the
supply of electricity will not drive ?he
industrialists to resort to generation
of power by themselves, which will re-
sult in less demand for power from

the industry?

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO): We
are having power shortage and uny
industry , which wants to set up
power geperation for its use is being
allowed to do so.

DR. H. P. SHARMA: On the face of
it, the curtailment of power appears
to be very marginal, but when viewed
agaipst the fact that 24 out of 28
districts are under grave famine con-
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ditions—it is the Government’s assess-
ment, not mine—will Government as-
sure this House that at least 1ihis
power shortage will be made up by
Madhya Pradesh supply and the func-
tioning of no water supply scheme
will be curtailed due to power short-
age?

DR. K. L. RAO: It is true that short-
age of power produced in Bhakra is
not so alarming that it should have
caused all this cut. But in these two
years the load in Punjab and Haryana
has gone up by about 24 per cent and
so the shortage has become so much
more marked that it is not possible
for us to see how we can make up this
shortage except by expediting pro-
jects like Bhatinda and Badarpur.
These are the two projects which will
be able to make up the shortage in
the immediate future. About Satpura,
it is very difficult to say because after
all a very small quantity is produced
in Madhya Pradesh and whatever
power is being generated now is now
used for Rajasthan. Rajasthan itself
is about to make a cut in its own
power supply.

DR. H. P. SHARMA: Will Govern-
ment assure that no water supply
scheme will be affected by the power
shortage?

DR. K. L. RAO: The power for
drinking water is never cut down.
That is the case all over India.
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. DR. K. L. RAO: If the hon. mem-
ber is referring to the additional ther-
mal unit, the project report is yet to
be received. If he is referred to the
atomic power plant at Ranapratap
Sagar, one unit has been installed and
is now under commissioning. It is ex-
pected that in the next one or two
months, the supply of power will
start.
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DR. K. L. RAO: What I said was in
the context of the demand, the power
produced in Satpura is not very much.
Satpura is producing quite a good
amount of power. Actually it has a
surplus of nearly 6 to 8 lakh units,

but in the context of the demand, I
said it is not very much.
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DR. K. L. RAO: The atomic power
station takes a much longer period for
generation of power. It will take at
least 10 years. The real remedy for
making up the shortage in Puanjab,
Haryana and these areas is not an
atomic power station, but to expedite
the projects that are undertaken, bnth
hydro and thermal power stations.
Then, there will be enough power
supply. As I said, an atomic plant
will take a longer time. Already,
one project has been sanctioned and
that power will be distributed among

rthese regions also. But we do not
know whether it will really come up..
It may take 10 years.
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DR. K. L. RAO: The hon. Member
is evidently thinking of the silting,
that the silting will occur and the
storage capacity of water will go
down. But the silting does not come
for many many years. The shortage of
water is not due to the silting. It is
‘due to the fact that the rains have
not been in adequate manner. I
-agree with the hon. Member that we
should take all the soil conservation
measures to ensure that silting does
not take place in a very accelerated
manner. We sre already doing it.
“The soil corservation is being done in
‘the catchment area of the river.

‘Setting up a Committee to remove
Power Crisis

*108: SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Will
the Minister of IRRIGATION AND
POWER be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have set
up any Committee to review the situ-

atipn arising out of power crisis in.

the country;
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(b) if not, whether Government
have taken any other steps to assess<-
the nature and extent of the current
power crisis and its effect on induscry;
and

(c) if so, the outcome of the assess-
ment made by the Committee or
through other methods?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND
POWER (SHRI BALGOVIND
VERMA): (a) to (c¢). A statement is
laid on the Table of the House

Statemeng

(a) and (b). In view of the situ-
ation arising out of power crisis in
the country, a group of Ministers has
been constituted to advise on the sveps
which need to be taken to bring about
an urgent improvement in the power
supply position. This Group consists
of the Minister (Planning) (Deputy
Chairman of the Planning Commis-
sion) as Chairman with Minister of
Finance, Minister of Industrial De-
velopment, Minister of Steel ‘and
Mines, Minister of Railways and Minis-
ter of Irrigation and Power as Mem-
bers.

The Minister, Irrigation and Power
held detailed discussions with the
Chief Ministers of the States in each
Region and worked out urgent meas-
ures for improvement and wmutual
assistance. Minister, Irrigation and
Power also convened a meeting of
eminent power engineers in the coun-
try and availed of their advice in re-
gard to the power crisis.

(c) Action is already in hand on an
emergent basis. Experts in the field
of power have been appointed as Con-
sultants to suggest ways and means of
improving the performance of exist-
ing power generating units and ex-
pediting the completion of power
stations under execution; and their
suggestions are being implemented.
Adequate supplies of coal, oil and





