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LOK SABHA

Tuesday, April 24, 1973/Vaisakha 4,
1895 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Agitation by DESU Engineers

+
*821. SHRI SHASHI BHUSHAN:
SHRI MAHADEEPAK SINGH
SHAKYA:

Will the Minister of IRRIGATION
AND POWER be pleased to stat::

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has been invited to the news
item appearing in the ‘Hindustan
Times, of the 24th March, 1973 under
the caplion “D.E.S.U. engineers pian
direct action”; and

{b) it so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto and steps taken in this
regard?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER Iy THE
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION . AND
POWER (SHRI BALGOVIND VER-
MA): (a) and (b). The main demand
of the DESU Engineers Association is
with regard to the implementation of
the revised pay scales of various grad-
es of engineers as recommended by
the Sivasankar Commititee. The
Delhi Electric Supply Committee have
recommended the revised pay scales
to the Delhi Municipal Corporstion
for their eonsideration. The other
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recommendations of the Sivasankar
Committee relating to service condi-
tions etc. of engineers are under
examination by DESU.
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THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO): In
regard to the first question, the im-
plementation of the recommendation
of the Sivasankar Committee regard-
ing scales of pay has to be done by
the Delhi Municipal Corporation
because this bpdy is under the Cor-
poration. The Committee's report 1s
now being translated into Hindi and
Urdu. It will take another one month
and thep it will be considered by the
Delhi Municipal Corporatijon. Then
they have got to give their final
approval. At the moment, the Delhi
Electric Supply Committee have
accepted the recommendation of the
Sivasankar Committee with respect
to the increased salaries for various
grades. But this cannot be imple-
mented unless the Delhi Municipal
Corporation also accept it, That is
awaiting translation of the report.

As for the second question, the
scales recommended by the Siva-



3 - Oral Answers APRIL 24, 1973

sankar Committee are fairly gond.
I only hope it will be possible for the
Delhi Municipal Corporation to accept
them. The existing scales of pay are
no doubt comparable to what are
obtaining elsewhere in the country.
But in view of the rising costs and so
on, the Sivasankar Committee have
recommended scales of pay which are,
in our view, quite suitable.

As regards the taking over ¢! the
body by the Government, the matter
is under discussion. No final dect-
sion has been taken. I would say
the matter is still under considera-
tion.
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DR. K. L. RAO: The final report of
the Committee was received in Janu-
ary, 1973, and so far as we are con-
cerned, we immediately tramsmitted it
to the Delhi Electricity Supply Under-
taking, and’ théy have taken ‘about. tWo
months to finalise théir recommén-

- dation and send them on to the Dethi
Municipal Corporation. 1 presume
those miembers read Hindi or Urdu
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(Interruption) and I think it is now
only a matter of translation which
takes about a month’s time. As I
have sub;m y it is not a matter
concerned with us; it is a matter con-
cerning the Delhi Municipal Corpesa
tion, and so = we have got to allow'
them the time required for them for
translation.
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DR. K. L. RAQO: It is true that the
power engineers are playing a very
good part in this country and they
deserve recognition and their pay-
scales must be properly fixed. But
I would not agree that they should
threaten to go on strikes and adopt
an attitude of agitation. The pawer
sector is a very sensitive sector,
where the equipment one damaged,
will not be able to function again for
nearly six months or oné yeaf or
even more than that. I -would rny-
peal to the power engineers in ' {1his
couniry mnot to resort to any plih
for strike. In this particulap vase,
we had a discussion with the con-
cerned engineers and I do not -hirk
they will no on !trike.
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DR. K. L. RAO; There is no official
body as such, There ig an All India
organisation in which the engineers
from yarious States are members. At
the moment, for example, the power
engineers in Rajasthan have gone on
strike ahd that has given a lot of
trouble for the Rajasthan State Gov-
ernment. I understand that lhe Presi-
dent of the assoclatlon Has coqt\sel!ed
patlenice dng ‘catled for ‘fhe e¢dssation
of the strike. I would apbeal {Rrough
this House to tHe power e rs of
the country at ldrge that they should
not résort {o ghy strike, WPI will go
inl:o 1ev£qcxs. m:ld ‘H:le 'Mmis—

ad Power will ‘be
“@ ﬁmﬁ hoft
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do not ming even the other sectors,
but the power sector is a very sensi-
tive one.
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DR. K. L. RAO: These power
failures are due to other reasons than
the strike in Delhi, Power failures in
Delhi are somewhat less compared to
the rest of the country; there is enough
of power to go round in Delhi We
shall ask them tp take steps to improve
the position so that such failures do
not occur, I ghall remind once sgain
the Delhi Electric Supply Corporation
to be more careful and see that Mem-
bers are not put to inconvenience,

X. L. thank the hon.
Member fyq- he sun‘estion we shall
try to -adupt it





