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Inquiry by Chairman, F.C.I into Cheating of 
Farmers with the Connivancc of 

Officers of F CM.
4-

*922. S11R1 N1HAR I.ASKAR :
SHRI ISHWAR CHAUDHRY :

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to s ta te :

(a) whether the Chairman, Food Corpo- 
lation of India has inquired into the allega-
tions that some wheat Inspectors of Food 
Corpoiaiion of India, in collusion with private 
wholesalers, are systematically cheating local 
farmers by undei pricing their produce and 
re-purchasing it at higher rated from the 
dealers la te r ;

(b) if so, the results thereof ; and

(c) the steps taken to stop this cheating ?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI F. A. AHM ED): (a) to (c). Some 
such complaints came to the notice of the 
Chairman of the Food Corporation of India. 
Under his specific direction, these were 
immediately inquired into by the senior officers 
of the Corporation. The inquiries did not 
reveal any instances of cheating of local 
farmers.

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR : Only today we 
find in the press that farmers are being cheated 
by thousands of rupees by u'ing defective 
units of measures. In view of this, I would

like to know from the Government whether 
they have found out anything about it ?

SHRI F. A. AHMED : Information 
regarding this is available in the newspapers 
and also from the complaints reccved from 
some persons that there has been some cheat* 
ing. We made enquiries through the Pood Cor* 
poration of India. They sent their General 
Manager and also an Inspection Team. The 
report of the Team is that in many cases, the 
report is exaggerated and motivated.

It is true there have been some difficulties 
in Delhi and in Uttar Pradesh So far as 
Haryana and Punjab are concerned, the 
operation is going on very smoothly. The 
difficulty in Uttar Pradesh has been due to 
the fact that three agencies are functioning 
for the purpose of procurement, that is, the 
Food Corporation of India, the State agency 
and the cooperatives with the result that they 
have not been able to make airangements. 
Also, this tmv, the purchase is made directly 
from the cultivator. There has been some 
initial difficulty That ha* also been over-
come I can only inform the House that as 
regards piocurcment, the figure upto three 
days ago was over IB lakh tonnes of wheat. 
That compares very favourably with what was 
piocured at about the same time last year— 
that was about 11 lakh and a few tonnes of 
wheat
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I  i

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO : I under- 
stand from the reply of the hon. Minister that 
all the complaints received were looked into. 
1 would like to know how many complaints 
were received and if all wcic inquired into 
and found false, what action was taken against 
the complaints. Secondly, I would like to 
know whether the complainants were given an 
opportunity to substantiate their charges at
tbe time of inquiry.

SHRI F. A. AHMED : As far as my 
information goes, they were given opportu-
nities for the purpose of proving their 
complaints, and after full inquiry it was 
ascertained that either the complaints were 
exaggerated or in some cases where the 
complaints were found correct, action has been 
taken.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO : The 
hon. Minister stated that the complaints were 
found false. I would like to know how many 
complaints were received, in total, and in how 
many complaints inquiry was ordered. He 
has not replied to that.

SHRI F. A. AHMED : I have not got the 
figures with me now.

*ft sffapriT snrc* • 4  'JTRirr 
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