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Dearth of Post Boxes in Villuges

*217. SHRID.D. DESAI : Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleascd
to state :

(@) whether he is awarc that the rural
population, in villages with around (000
inhabitants, are not even provided with a
Post Box, clearance of which could be
casily done by daily delivery Postman ;
and

{b) the steps contemplated to be taken
by Government in this regard ?

THLE MINISTFR OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA) :
(a) and (b). A statement 15 laid on the T'able
of the Lok Sabha.

Statement

According to the standards of the P& T
Department, 2 letter box is formally pro-
vided in a village which receives on an
average 2 letters a day and which is situ-
ated at a distance of onc mile from the
ulearest post office or letter box.  Provision
of letter boxes to villages s thus dependent
upon the letter traffic generated mn  the
villages and the distance fiom the nearest
post office or letter box and not upon the
population  of the village. In villages
where lctter boxes are not installed, colec-
tuon of letters is cven now being done
by the delivery agent or village postman
and the frequency of such collection de-
pends upon the frequency of delivery in
village. Therefore, the fact that the deli-
‘ery postman or delivery agent can easily
clear a letter box cannot be a standard
for planting of a letter box in a village
when collection facilitics through the delivery
agent are already available. It may, how-
ever, be mentioned that while there are
1,62,282 fetter boxes in the villages of the
country as on 1,1.1971, there are only
95,953 villages having a population of more
\l}an one thousand in the country accor-
ding 10 the census of 1961. It con thus
be _presumed  that most of the villages
having a population of one (housand have
alrcady been provided with letter boxes.
however, steps  to  extend the facility
of collection nand delivery of mail to
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more villages and to increasc their frequency
arc under constant review by the P& T
Depariment.

SHRI D. D. DESAT : Will the Minister
consider providing letter boxes in villages
which have facilitics of school or at least
Panchayatgarhs, in view of the resolu ion

fiom District Panchayats that such faci-
hties should be provided ?
SHR1 . N. BAHUGUNA : The

fising of a letter box depends upon  the
number of letters received by or despatched
from a villuge. If it is two lctters received
by them on an average a day, w: fix a
letter box there.

SHRI D D. DESAI : Without a test
survey  being  carried out, how would it
be possible 10 determine the letter traffic,
In view of the Government's interest in the
rural populition and since lteracy 1s in-
creasing, some facility could be made avail-

able on the basis of the 1971 censuy  of
the village population.
SARI H. N. BAHUGUNA : The po-

pulation of a village is no index of the
need of a village for a letter box  Actually,
1t is the dak that goes (o and from the
village which dctermines the need for a
letter box. The Government 15 very liberal
on that, and as I have smid in ny statement
most of the villages with a popula jon
of 1.000 arc covered by lcetter boxes because
their number is hardly 95,000 while we have
1,62,000 letter boxes all over the country.
The Government is always reviewing that
and the Postal  Department, wherever
the facility is needed or called for, does
provide a letter box,

SHRI T. BALLAKRISHNIAH will
the hon. Minister consider appointing re-
gular postmasters in the place of Branch
Postmasters in the willages, taking into
consideration the unemployment problem pre-
vailing among the educated youth in the
rural aress and alsa in the urban areas ?

SHRI . N. BAHUGUNA : My hon,
friend has spoken about the post masters.
The question is hardly connccted with them ;
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the main question is connected only with
the provision of letter boxes.

ot mywolt wif ;. sremer Wevew, X
QY g SrandY Ay fraw i @ faAs
qre-arfee Agr &, fowa ase & ud 39
yfamy &7

oft guadiaeaw agaon ¢ WTAET, O
&Y $TT-aHT FT IS 9T, TGN AT
af §, ™ F fou Afewy afim

Assistance by 1. F. C. for Modernisation
of Jute Industry

*219. SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : Will
the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be
pleased to state :

(a) whether the Industrial Finance
Corporation had sanctionced assistance for
the modernisation of the Jute industry and,

if so, the amount sanctioned till March,
1971 ; and
(b) whether the amount has been

utilised by the Jute Industry ?

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE
(SHRI L. N. MISHRA) : (a) The LF.C.
had sanctioned loan assistance to jute mills
for modernisation/diversification, to the extent
of Rs. 64595 lakh< upto the 3ist March,
1971.

(b) Loans totalling Rs. 261.53 lakhs
have so far been availed of by the industry.

SHRI INDRAJT GUPTA : From the
reply given just now it seems that the
amounts which have been sanctioned are
not being fully utilised by the industry.
May I know from the Minister whecher
in view of the fact that due to the disloca-
tion of the Pakistan jute industry at the
moment, favourable conditions had been
created in the export markets for selling
our goods and for sometime to come there
can be suspension of financing or lending
for the jute mills as it is not required
because they can sell easily now wilhout any
fear of effective competition ?
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SHRI L. N. MISHRA : Modernisation
of the jute mills is a must for us, A
special situation has arisen because of the
developments in Fast Pakistan ; that is a
fact. But we have to maintain our own
market ; we cannot depend upon the
difficulties of our competitor or on some
other factors. Therefore, I still feel that
we should go ahead with modernisation
programme of the jute mills. As Mr.
Indrajit Gupta knows, we have not the
necessary co-operation from the jute mill
owners ; they should come forward 1o
modernise the mills if this industry has
to survive.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : s the
hon, Minister aware that the benefits which
are supposed to accrue from modernisation
in the form of lower cost of production and
therefore more competitive selling  price
are being offsct by the fact that the owners
are going in for speculation so “hat instead
of going down the prices arc being boosted
up. That will Icad to loss of markets
jute carpels and bags. What is he doing
to curb speculation ?

SHRI L. N. MISHRA : 1 am not likely
to go into the speculative aspect ; this s
mainly conccrned with export of jute goods
It is a fact that the demand for jute
carpet had come down considerably last
year and it is picking up at this point of
time in the United Siates market and the
Western European market. For that pu-
pose we want to provide other facilities alwo
to this industry because this is the time
when we should enter the market I should
request  Shri Indrajit Gupta not to g0
into the other aspects, speculative activities
etc. I am concerned with the cxport of
my goods to European countrics and the
American markel.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : My point
is that speculation is hindering your expot!
potentialitics. What is he doing to chech
speculation ?  The possibility of selling
goods in foreign markets is ruincd because
of speculation. What is he going to do
about it ?

SHRI L. N. MISHRA : He is a member
of the jute advisory commitice. We were
in Calcutta. 1 have said that speculation





