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tabonjipropoted 4o be tglen to
p\-&m intwests of potate growers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRIOULTURE
& M%’I‘ION (SHRI ANNASAHEB
P. : (a) Yés, Sir. The Govern-
ment has seen this report.

{b) The Government is scized of the
problems of marketing of potato following
a bumper <crop of potato this year.

(c) The following steps have been taken
to poatect the interest of potato growers in
Uttar Pradesh :—

(i) N. A. F. E. D. has entered th®
market for the purchase of potato
both for domestic market and ex-
port, They have already purchased
ahout 1860 bags in Farrukhabad
District and this had a salutory
effect on the muarket,

(ii) A quantity of 500 tonnes of potato
has been exported to Mauritius.

(iii) The State Government of Uttar
Pradesh has bzen requested to set
up a Potato Dehydration Plant at
Farukhabad.

(iv) The State Government has also
beent requested to take necessary
steps for the construction of addi-
tional cold sterages.
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*730. SHRI MOHINDER SINGH
GILL :

SHRI SAT PAL KAPUR:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state :

(a) whether the execution of major and
medium irrigetion projects proposed 1n the
draft Fifth Plan will cost 50 per cent more
than the original estimates; and

(b) if so, whether the share of the
burden will be passed on to the States
also where such projects are to be executed ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI KEDAR
NATH SINGH) : (a) The Draft Fifth
Five Year Plan envisages an outlay of
Rs. 2401 crores in the Major/Medium
irrigation sector to Create an additional
potential of 6.2 million ha. It has now
been assessed that in order to achieve the
target laid down, the Fifth Plan outlay will
have to be increased to Rs. 3750 crores
due to increase in project costs as a result
of price escalation.

(b) Irrigation is a State subject and
irrigation schemes are planned, investi-
gated and executed by the State Govern-
ments within the frame work of their
dcvelof\mmtal plans. The cost of all
irrigation projects would, therefore, be
borne, by the State Goyernments
themselves.





