LOK SABHA DEBATES

2

LOK SARNA

deay March 18, 1078/Phalguna 27,
1808 (Saka)

“e Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Cilock

‘. [MR SPEAKER in the Chasr]

JRAL ASNWERS TO QUESTIONS

' Decision on underground Rallway
System in Bombay

-+
*38¢ PROF MADHU DANDA-
VATE
SHRI BHAOOSAHAIB
DHAMANKAR

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
V¢ pleastd (& ctlate whether Govern-
ments dectsion not te  undertake
underground ratlway  scheme for
Bombay 18 final and 1rrevocable”

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRT MOHD SIHAFI QURESHI)
No such decsion has been taken by
tre Government

PROF MADHU DANDAVATE Wil
not the capital intensive rate of the
underground raiways in Bombay,
which 15 expected to cost only Rs 240
crores at the present price level is
likely to go up in 3990 to over Re 600
¢rores? Wil the implementation of
siich a project not defeat the purpose
of dispersing the busiresg and industry
In the ity of Bombay? Also, will it
not defeat the purpose of the Mahs-
rashtra Government to bring about
de-conpestion in the city of Bombay?

SHRT MORL: SHAF! QURESHI- All
thess projects in Bombay, Caloutta,
:ﬁmmmmmwn

s

the mstance of the State Governments,
It 1s true that the capita]l cost would
be going up from year to year For
instance, Corridor Six, which has
been planned at an orginal cost of
Rs 60 crores, at the present level of
prices 15 likely to cost Rs 160 crores
If the State Government and the hon
Member desire that we should not
take up such projects, we shall be
happy not to go aread with them.

PROF MADHU DANDAVATE Al-
1eady there is one project twin Bom-
bty which iz likely to cost Rs 2000
crores  This 15 an additional project
which will cost Rs 240 croieg at the
present price level You are thinking
of these projects at a time when you
arg aetually discauding or gong slow
regarding the implementation of the
Konkan railway project, which 18
ltkenn 1o cost only Rs 270 crotcs at
the 1972 price level Will you not
give precedence 10 suct backward re-
glone i the matter of rmlwnay hnes,
lixe the Konk i raslways “ather than
harpmg upon underground rals
Bombay whuh is also not reguired
bv the civic orgamsatinn of Bombay”
Will von take 8 concrete decision and
advise the authorities concerned not to
#o ahead with this project®

SHRI MOHD SHAFI QURESHI As
1 have already said if the State Gov-
crnment wants to change the prion-
ties and they do not want underground
railways in Bombay, certainly, we
shall consider this matter We realise
the mmportance of developing the
backward areas About the Apta.
Mangalore line a part of 1t has been
surveyed and, upto Dasgaon, some
preliminary work has alsp been done,
But the question is of availabulity of
funds If the hon Member, the State
Government of Mabharashira and other



invest money in some other priscis;
we shal] certainly consider it.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: You

say that, in view of the resourcey to
be made available to the backward re-
gions of Konkan and other areas, you
not spend such a huge amount on
city of Bombay alone which will
prevent dispersa] of industries?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFT QURESHI: A
decision has already been taken that
we go in for underground railways in
Bombay. To change the decision, it
can be done only by the State Gov-
ernment. We cannot change it our-
selves. Despite all this, our ides is to
optimise the present system on the
central and Western Railways entail-
ing expenditure of about Rs 158

T, we will be able to run train every
five minutes on Central Raiiway and
with the completion of Phase I7, every
four minutes on western Railway.
With the completion of the lust Phuse,
we will be able to run trains every
three minutes. Inspite of these it
has beep found necessary that Corri-
dor Six has t0 be constructed, If the
State Government wants to give up
the preject, we will be too happy to
reconsider.

BOME HON. MEMBERS rose—

m mm: mrﬁdk, 10!!
shoula have paid that you we oot
from BDumbay.

%
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putting forth the argumrent of lack
of resources when it comes to  the
backward areas, Tike, west coast of
Tndis

MR SPEAKER- What is your
guestion about this? I am sorry your
question is not relevant top this.

SHRI B V. RAIK: I am asking
shout regional imbslance, Whatever
statistics may be .. (Interruption) He
is from north-eastern area; [ am com-~
ing from west cosst area. If this is
rejected. what are we 1o do?

the hon. Minister has saig that the
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go under the da in Bomday
train has %0 go underground, it will
bave to go under the sea also. I would

SHR! MOHD, SHAF! QURESHI:
The Rallway Metropolitan Transport
Project wag sel up at the instance of
the Planuing Comimismion. It is the
planning Commission which has to
give the money for this project as well
as for Apta-Mangalore railway line.
If the money is made available, then
the question of priority can be fixed
But whatever little money we have
been given so far, is spemt on these
projects.
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done for Bombays population. Bom-
bay is the heart and soul of Maha-
rashtra and also India. It was after
great persustion that the Planmung
Commigsion have agreed to thiy I
cannot understand this propossl of
stopping the construction of under-
ground railway and demand for
diverting the funds....

vy e xerdowgfr ow
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DR. KAILAS: Other members have
linked thus guestion. I have to reply
to them. 1 would not have rased
any question had they not taken guch
an attitude about Bombay in this
House, May I know from the Minis-
ter-~can any one direct the Plannming
Commussion s well ag the Minmster
for Railways to divert the funds
which are available for the under-
ground railway in Bombay? But I
would plead and usk the Minister of
Railways as to when is he going to
press that Maharashtra Government to
give priority for tre Konhan ratlway
wnd that i should also be taken in
hangd eerly.



7 Qral Answers
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PROF. MADHU DANDBAVATE:
Bombay and the Konkan are very
much lLinked up.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: It i
all right provided you do not allow
it to be takem out of the countiry.

SHR! MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: So
far as the rauilways are concerned, we
have no plan to mive up either the
Konkan Railway or the guburban sys-
tem in Bombkay. The views expressed
by the hon. Members may be diver-
gent but our poliey is consistent and
will be followed.

SHRI R, 8. PANDEY rose.

MR. SPEAKER.~ I am not going out
of Bombay.

SHRI R. S PANDEY **
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SHR! DINEN BHATTACHARYYA-
Just now the hon Mnister samid that
the Calcutts underground railway will
be completed 1n eight years' time. My
quegiion is: actually, what 15 the
amount atlotted for this whole scheme”
Now if you have allotted s particulsr
amount, after 8 years, at the comple-
tion stage, the cost will go up and the
amount will not suffice. In that case,
how does the railway propose to
obviste this dificulty? What is your
decision in the matter?

SHRI VASANT SATHE: It will
take sixteen years then.

SHRI MOHD, SHAFI QURESHI: It
iz trae that the cost  escalation ele~
ment will be there and the problem

‘.r\ W.‘lsg m’: + e Oral Mﬂ‘l ]

can be golved by asking the P!
cwwwm-‘mm

AN HON, MEMBER: The Mahs.
mmmmmmm.

MR. SPRAKER:
others to jump .
]

I never wanted

Introduction of
Katni-

assenger Traing om
-Chopan Bection

*386 SHRI NARENDRA SINGH:
Will the Mintster of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Katni-Singrauli-Cho-
psn Secuon of the Central Railway
was prnmarily constructed for running
passenger trains but so far no such
passenger traing have been introduc-
ed in thig section,

(b} if s0, whether construction of
station buuldings, platforms and other
mstallations are complete for the pur-
pose in thig section, and

(¢) if o, the reusons for not mntro.
ducing the pussenger truing in this
section”

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
BUTA SINGH:'. {(a) No, Sir.

(b and (¢} Do not arise

SHRI NARENDRA SINGH: I am
surprised to hear the answer given
by the Minmister to my cuestion The
construction of this Katni-Singragli
line was staried in 1962 angd was
completed long ago. Goods train ser-
vices are in operstion since lorg but
passenger services hiave not yet been
started on this section. A decigion
was taken te start running s pessenget
train on this line and work of cons-
tructing the necessary platiorms, ate,
started. Why was this platform cons.
tructed at that time? I want to
know,

N0t recarded.





