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SHRI K. R. GANESH: The prices of 

drugs are fixed under the Drug Price 
Control Order which is processed by 
the BICP which is an expert body and 
aH factors such as the increase in the 
raw-material cost, increase in the 
packaging costs are taken into consi
deration before these prices are fixed.

SHRI K. MALLANNA: In view of
the guidelines issued in 1973 may I 
know from the hon. Minister whether 
the investment in the foreign sector 
decreased or increased? If so, to what 
extent and what is the foreign ex
change involved in this?

SHRI K. R. GANESH. The internal 
guidelines which I mentioned have no
thing to do with the growth of the for
eign sector. Historically speaking the 
foreign drug industry has already 
grown in this country and is occupying 
a very important position and, as far 
as drugs are concerned, it is the inten
tion of the Government to reduce this 
dominance and see that the public 
sector as well as the Indian sector 
grow.

Alternate Alignment on Kangra Valley 
Railway

*6. PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA- 
SHAR: Will the Minister of RAIL
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the latest progress made with 
regard to the construction of the alter
nate alignment on Kangra Valley Rail
way; and

(b) whether any target has beer 
fixed about th'e time by which the 
track would be opened to traffic?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
BUTA 9INGH): (a) Overall progress

achieved on this project go far is 
about 70 per cent.

(b) The project is expected to be 
opened by 30-6-1976 subject to ade
quate funds being made available by 
the Beas Dam Authorities.
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SHRI BUTA SINGH: It is true that 
the target date has been postponed 

from tint to tine for various reaaafcft
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which the hon. Member himself has 
elaborated in his supplementary. This 
line will be opened for traffic by the 
30th June 1976, again, I would say, 
subject to the availability of funds be
ing released by the Beas Dam autho
rities.

In regard to the question, how many 
times we contacted the Ministry 'of 
Irrigation and Power, I must add here 
that it is about ten days back that the 
last attempt was made by the Ministry 
of Railways.
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Oil Exploration in Bombay High

*7. SHRI D. D. DESAI:

SHRI RAGHUNANDANLAI 
BHATIA:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there has been complete 
success of the Bombay High explora
tion of oil;

(b) if so, whether this success will 
reduce the country’s dependence on 
imports of crude oil;

fc) if go, to what extent;

(d) whether it would lead to self- 
sufficiency; and

(e) if so, what is the expected pro
duction in the Bombay High currently 
a day?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI K. D. MA
LAVIYA): (a) to (e> In the three 
wells drilled so far in the Bombay 
High structure oil bearing horizone 
have been encountered and the pro
duction tests have shown good flow 
of oil. It is necessary to drill a few 
more wells before making an assess
ment of the full production potential 
of this structure.

While the oil and Natural Gas Com
mission would be able to finalize the 
production programme for the Bom
bay High structure only after asses
sing its full potential, ONGC is taking 
action to set up an intermediate stage 
of production during 1976-77 so as 
to be able to produce oil from Bombay 
High at the rate of about one million 
tonnes per annum.

SHRI D. D. DESAI: In view of
the difficulties involved in the import 
of oil at high exchange cost, would 
the Minister consider drilling of more 
oil wells in the other areas like Kutcfc,




