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Profit to sugar factorieg due to increase
In free sale guota of sugar

*291. SHR!I BIREN DUTTA Wil
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government have
increased the free sale quota of sugar
by 5 per cent from 30 per cent to 35
per cent; and

(b) whether the sugar factory own-
ers will get Rs. 100 crores over profit
due tg this increase?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB P.
SHINDE): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The 5 per cent increase in the
quota of free.sale sugar was decided
solely to avoid an increase :n the
price of levy sugar It is too early
to say whether at all, and 1if so, to
what extent, this will result in the
industry getting additional profits. It
will depend on the average of the
realisations by the industry from the
disposal of free sale sugar over the
full year.
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Increase in prices of vanaspati after
decontrol

2603. SHRI ¢ K. CHANDRAPPAN:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to slate.

(a) whether principal manufacturers
of vanaspati like Hindustan Lever
Limited have fabulously increased
their prices in the wake of ‘decontrol’;

tb) whether despite this price in-
crease Hindustan Lever Limifed are
keeping their capacity idle, and

(c) if so, what steps the Government
propose to take to rectify the s tua-
tion?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB P.
SHINDE)- (a) Following decontrol of
vanaspati prices on the 5fh January,
1975, a number cf factories increased
their prices marg:nally (by 4 to 5§ per
cent), mainly in respect of the product
packed n small containers; the in-
crease 1n the case of Hindustan Lever
Limited was sbghtly higher, averaging
6.0 per cent (with zonal wvariations).
Later, some of them (including Hin-
dustap Lever Limited) reduced thelr
prices of eith2r pack-size.

(L) There has been an appreciable
increase 1n the production of vanaspati
by Hindustan ILever Limited in its
three working units (the fourth is
under sale) from 692 tonnes in Decem-
ber 1974 to 2,214 tonnes in January
1975 and 1,615 tonnes in the first half
of February 1975. A portion of the
capacity in two of these units 15 also





