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Supply of Rigs to UP,
*725. SHRI B. R, SHUKLA: Will the

‘Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:
(a) whether Central Government

have failed to provide the requisite

number of rigs to the State of Uttar
Pradesh;

(b) whether boring of tube-wells in
the Parganas of Bhimga, Tulsipur and
Chards of District Bahraich (Uttar
Pradesh) is being held up due to non-
availahility of rig machines; and

(c) whether the Central Govern-
ment propose t0 send rigs to these
areas?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(PROF, SHER SINGH): (a) No, Sir.
The responsibllity for groundwidter
development through drilling of tube-
wells or boring of wells and for
acquiring suitable rigs for this pur-
pose rests with the State Govemn-
ments. Ceniral Ground Water Board
operates rigs in the States primarily
for exploratory purposes.

(b) No such report has been receiv-
ed from the State Government.

(c) Does not arise in view of (a)
and (b) above.

SHRI B. R. SHUKLA: May I know
whether it is a fact that the rigs are
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exclusively supplied by the Central
Government to the State Government
and the State Government has no
agency through which they can have
their own rigs? Becondly, how many
rigs have been provided to the State
of UP? Thirdly, is it a fact or not
that representations have been made
by the State Government for taking
up exploratory construction of tube-
wells? Because, Sir, in the area men-
tioned in part (b) it was stated by
the State Government that deep
boring machines were not available
in the State and therefore it was not
in a position to bore the tubewells.
This is my point. Therefore, the res-
ponsibility of the Centre comes in.

PROF, SHER SINGH: Several types
of rigs are there which are manu-
factured indigenously. They are all
avallable and the State Governments
purchase those rigs and if I am correct,
in UP, mn all, there are about 110
rigs of varioug types which are need-
ed. As for the district Bahraich,
hydro-geological survey is going on
and it is only after that results are
made available that one can say about
these things definitely. It is only after
the results are known that work
relating to exploratory tube-wells
could be taken up. But it is not held
up because of the paucity of rigs. Higs
are available,

SHRI B. R, SHUKLA: Since when
hydrological survey has been going
on in the areas mentioned in part ()
of my question? This statement is
being made on the basis of whelly
incorrect datg because no team of
investigation has actually reachied the
spot and started work.

PROF. SHER SINGH: As I have
already stated work iz going on—the
work of hydrological survey—and it
is only when we have located the
points where we have to dig these
exploratory tubewells that the work
will be taken up.

SHRI A. K. M. ISHAQUE: The hon,
Minister has told us that it is the
State Government who has to secure
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the rigs. Will the Minister tell us
about the availability of rigs in the
country? Are there sufficient rigs in
our country {o meet the needs of the
country? If not, whether the Centre
has provided facilities to the State
Governments to import rigs from
abroad?

PROF. SHER SINGH: At present
we have no request from the State
Governments for import of rigs.
There was a demand from UP, and
we have provided foreign exchange
for that. From other States we do not
have any request. Rigs are available
in sufficient number in our eountry.
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SHRI P. M. MEHTA: I would like
to know from the hon. Minister as to
how many rigs were demanded by the
State of Gujarat?
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MR, SPEAKER: The question is a
specific one. It is not relevant here.
Please give a scparate notice.

SHRI M, RAM GOPAL REDDY:
The monsoons are failing year after
year. I want to know whether the
Government is going to have more
rigs so that we may have more tube-
wells in all the States?

MR. SPEAKER: It is a very specific
question about Uttar Pradesh.

SHRI M, RAM GOPAL REDDY:
The Minister has made a general
statement. I want to know whether
it is correct.

PROF. SHER SINGH: Sp far as U.P.
is concerned, in Bahraich and the
olher areas it is not that the work is
not going on because there is shortage.
Rigs are available in U.P, As for
hard-rock areas, we had to import
some rigs of that type. For hard-
rock areas. and for areas where there
is not sufficient water available for
drinking and where there is hard rock
below., we have to import. We have
imported some rigs, and we shall
import rigs, if we require more

Orders placed for Ships by Shipping
Corporation of India
+
*726. SHRI P. GANGADEB:
SHRI K. LAKKAPPA:

Will the Minister of SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORT be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the Shipping Corpora-
tion of India has ordered 38 ships this
year; and

(b) if so, whether they are expect-
ing only 17 ships this year?

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORT (SHRI RAJ
BAIIADUR): (a) As on date, total
number of ghips on order are 43, out
of which 6 ships were ordered prior





