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*364. SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: 
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government propOSe to 
take over the export of spices; and 

(b) whether a separate Corporation 
is proposed to .be established for this 
purpose? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI 
A. C. GEORGE): (a) and (b). There 
are many varieties of commodities 
categorised commonly as spices and 
Government have been takin.( steps 
from time to time to stren&then mar-
keting of different varieties of spices. 
The question of settinl( up a separate 
Corporation for taking over exports of 
all spices has not been so far con-
sidered. 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: May 
I know if the Government have Rot 
any assessment of the loss in foreign 
exchan&e as a result! of the hotch-
potch and purely proftt-making 
machinations of the private exporter&;? 
If so, how do the government make 
up for the loss In foreign exchBDIe as 
a result of the faulty policy? 

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: As I said in 
the main reply. there are more than 
19 items which are generally catego-
rised as spices. In the case of pepper, 
the export is to the tune of RI. 14.9 
crores and in the case of cardamom 
RI. 8.6 crores. There are certain 
minor items like curries, cuminseed 
and celery seed etc. So, It may be 
diftlcult to formulate a uniform pollcy 
for all these minor items which are 
produced all over the country. About 
the main items we are taking special 
care becaUse any chan&es in produc-
tion aDd 'ftuctuation in prices caUlie 
harm to the producers. THe price 
stablllsatlGln policy is heinl( looked in-
to. . 

5HRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: Out 
of these 19 items the two main items 
are cardamom and pepper where the 
variation in prices may be attributed 
possi)ly to the export market. But 
how do the &overnment propose to 
stabilise the prices of these commodi-
ties? Secondly, how do tlJIi! Ilovern-
ment propose to substitute the pre-
sent pOlicy by its own po:icy to safe 
the foreign exchange loss that is there 
today for the I:overnment? 

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: I agree with 
the hon. Member that there is price 
fluctuation, especially in the case of 
pepper and cardamom. Recently; we 
formed the pepper commqnity of the 
important producing countries like 
Malaysia and Indonesia to pool to(e-
ther resources and formulate policies 
so that we may not be at the mercy 
of the big cartels who are operating 
in the consuming countries. In the 
case of cardamom, the main produ-
cers are Guatemala and Tanzania. We 
are in touch with the Tanzanian Gov-
ernment and they have provisionally 
accepted the idea of a cardamom com-
munity so that the producinll coun-
tries can join tOll:ether and stabil,ise 
the price to avoid unhealthy competi-
tion. I do not share the view of the 
hon. Member that there i8 a lot at. 
racket lIOing on in this market, 
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MR. SPEAKER: The question is 
about the setting up of a corporation. 
The Minister could have said "yes" 
.or "no". But he went out of his way 

• .and gave so much material. Now the 
hon. Member is asking about the price 
and I cannot prevent him. 

o 

SHRI.(\. C. GEORGE: I will be 
happy to supply as much infonnation 
to the House as I can. 

MR. SPEAKER: I am not happy 
because then members will go beyond 
the scope of the question. 

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: About the 
number of exporters for these 19 varl-
·ed items, it will be difficult to give the 
list right now because it is a long list. 
About the quantum of exports, in 
~  the total exports of spices 
were to the tune of Rs. 38 crores and, 
in 1972-73, there was a sliJ(ht short-
fall and the exports were to the tune 
of H2. 36 crores. So, there was a 
cShortfall of Rs. 2 crores combined 
for all thees 19 Items. 
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SHRl A. C. GEORGE: It Is not a 
barter; it is a straight offer and we 
get foreign exchange. 
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN): 
(a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

"'T r_'l.r!l' {if", : nzm .... r, 
~~~ ~ ~ 

"11111 it ~ ~ AilIT ~ j fiIitrr;r 

~ ~ fit; ~ 41r; it ;;ffit t m 
~ iIm ~ fiI; fiIim<Il I!iT m 
~~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ fit; 1971 st\"( 197i it 
~ it ~  ~ it ~ 
<tiT fcr1mr ~ iii fl;rlt ~ 
~~~ ~~r  ~ 

~ ~ ~ '«T, fiRm ~ 
~ ~ iii ~ ~ PT, 1ft ~ 
~ ijlIT 'Ih: fimii'f I!iT lRf qr 
11m? 

SHRI YESHWAN'!'R.\O CHAVAN: I 
have )!ot the Information and I can 
give it to the hon. Member. All to 
what is the finance given to agricul-
turists or fanners In different years, 
I have got the figures ot aD the iCbe-
duled BaDks, public lector Banks. In 
1970, the loans )!iven to agrlculturlats 
were to the tune of Rs. 301 crores. In 
December, 1970, i* became as. 354 
crores. In June, 1972, the latest d6ure 
available Is as. 388 crores. There II 
a sli,ht ·rise. I will not claim that 
there is a big rise. But certainly 
there is a slI.1tbt rile . 
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