5 Oral Answers

Loss suffereq by Indiap Airlines as a

result of Suspension of Flights to

Tirupathi, Vijayawada and Visakha-

patnam due to Agitation in Andhra
Pradesh

#3462, SHRI MUHAMMED SHE-
RIFF: Will the Minister of TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to
state the approximate loss suffered up
to the 31st December, 1972 and being
suffered at present by the Indian Air-
lines due to suspension of flights to
Tirupathi, Vijayawada and Visakha-
patnam  because of agitation in
Andhra Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION (DR. KARAN
SINGH): Indian Airlines suffered an
estimated loss in passenger revenue of
Rs. B5,000/- due tosuspension of flights
to these points up to 31st December,
1872. The loss in passenger revenue
{ncurred during the first twp months
of this year was about Rs. 8.67,000/-

SHRI MUHAMMED SHERIFF. My
‘question was a general one about the
loss suffered. But the answer giveb
by the Minister is about loss of pas-
senger revenue. He has not rn.ention-
ed about cargo loss.

DR. KARAN SINGH: When we
talk about loss over a certain period
the only way it can be computeq is by
taking the loss of passenger revenue;
in other words, the loss in tickets that
would have been sold. Of course, it
may be argued that fuel was saved by
not flying. We cannot work out those
details easily, but these details are Im-
mediately available. Pagsenger
revenue is the major revenue, I do
not think on these particular routes
cargo booking has any very major
financial impact—that ig my under-
standing.

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN: If there
iz a beneficiary because of the Andhra
agitation, §t is only IA. What was
the surplug amount IA earned in the
last four or five months due to cancel-
lation of trains to Bombay, Delhi and
Calcutta? *
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DR. KARAN SINGH: There is no
way at present of computing exactly
how much we earned. This I do
know that when the trains were
cancelled, our ‘planes went extremely
full’,

Progress made in putting up Camp-
ing Sites :

*363. SHRI SUKHDEO PRASAD
VERMA: Will the Minister of TOUR-
ISM AND CIVIL AVIATION be pleas-
ed to state the progress made so far
in putting up a series of camping
sites along the routes where the densi-
ty of tourist traffic is relatively high?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION (DR. KARAN
SINGH): Some preliminary work in
respect of the prépasal to construct a
series of camping sites on road routes,
where the density of tourist traffic is
high has been started, and plans of a
type design fo be suitably adaptéd to
meet environmental characteristics of
individual locations  have already
been furnished to State Governments
for preparation of estimates, Cost
estimates received so far are under
examination.
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SHRIMATI M. GODFREY: May I
know whether there is any proposal
to have a camping site at Hyderabad
in Andhra Pradesh?

DR. KARAN SINGH: Yes, Sir. In
Andhra Pradesh, the place selected is
the Mir Alam Tank.

SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH: May
I know from the hon. Minister whe-
ther any survey has been conducted
to ascertain the wvolume of tourist
troffic on the main national highways
and, if so, what is the result? I
would also like to know on what basis
these 19 sites have been selected and
why no ‘site has been selected on the
G.T. road in Bihar and on NH 28
which is also in Bihar and which is
the main thoroughfare from India to
Nepal?
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DR. KARAN SINGH: Generally, of
course, the flow of traffic is known.
I do not know whether we have very
accurate filgures, but it is well known
which are the main areas where traffic
flows, and it is keeping that in view
that the sites have been selected. I
have just received information that
the Bihar Government has not replied
to our communication asking for the
suggestion of sites for camping.
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SHRI PRABODH CHANDRA: Just
now the hon. Minister said that be-
cause the Bihar Government has not
replied to the Government of India,
they have not been able to.decide
about the location. May I know from
the Government if it suo motu takes
decisions about the welfare of States
which have come under the Governor's
rule quite a number of times or they
are left to those Governments?

DR. KARAN SINGH: Whether 1t is
Governor's rule or not, camping sites
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are obviously things which have got
to be chosen in co-ordination with the
State Governments becuuse the land
belongs to them, not to us. It is the
State Government which has to make
land available and obviously they have
to be consulted.

SHRI K. RAMAKRISHNA REDDY:
Are you thinking of any site in the
MNagarjunasagar area?

DR, KARAN SINGH: There is no
proposal for a camping site at Nagar-
junasagar.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: Is it
not a fact that the 17 and odd cen-
tres are more for demonstration and
are not part of the larger complex In
the country because the Government
ot India policy is atuned purely for
foreign exchange earning tourists? If
it 1s not so, how do the Government
propose to deal with tourists with only
19 1n this vast country?

DR. KARAN SINGH: Though we
have suggested 19 camping sites to
cover the entire country, we shall
obviously require a coupe of thou-
sands camping sites ultimately; this
is only the beginning. It is a new
project which we have initiated and
the hon, Member is quite right when
he says that this is not sufficlent and
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we want to expand it very much in.

the Fifth Plan.





