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Head Ofiicc diarges, interest, managing fees, 
current dividends that accumulaied divi
dends.

SHRl YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN: 1
iiave given Llie total hguies. I have not got 
tlie break-up of it.

SHRI jVOTIRMOY BOSU: May 1 repeat 
the question? 1 have given notice bccausc* 
tiiese arc tije outlets through which our 
money goes abroad.

MR. SPEAKER: The question asked is 
about tlie total amount and no break-up has 
been asked.

SHRI JVOTIRMOY BOSU: They should 
have the break-up also.

MR. SPEAKER: Now, the Question-Hour 
is over.

Next question is also yours, Mr. Jyotij- 
moy Bosu.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Short Notice 
Question No. 7.

■SHRI SAMAR GUHA: On a point ol 
•rder, Sir. I have also tabled almost a simi
lar question with various parts. . . .

SHRI BHAGVVAT jHA AZAD: You can 
put a supplementary. What is wrong?

MR. SPEAKER: It is not very essential 
that it must be in your name. You can ask 
a supplementary question.

SHRI S. M. BANERjEE: When we rt- 
ferred to the matter under Rule 377, you 
asked the Minister to make a statement. 
Sir, I would only request you not to consi
der only Bengal, but the country as a wliole 
. . . (^Interruptions). '

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I have written 
to the Minister to that effect.

SHRI DINEN BHATl'ACHARYYA: 
Shortage is there in Delhi also.

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION N0.7 
Shortage of Kerosene Oil in Rural Areas 

of South 2i Parganas, West Bengal
S.N.Q. 7. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: 

Will aie Minister of PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether his attention has been drawn 
to the prevalence of acute shortage of 
Kerosene oil in the rural areas of South 
24 Parganas West Bengal; and

(b) if *o, what steps are being taken to 
imeet it?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS (SHRI D. K. BOROOAH): (a) 
and (b). Reports of sporadic .Portages of 
kerosene oil are being received since March 
197S from all parts of the country, includ
ing the rural areas of South 24-Parganas 
of W’est Bengal. The basic reason for these 
L/J{K)7LSS—3

shortages has been the deliberate dccisiou 
taken to reduce commencing from March. 
1973, the indigenous production of kerosene 
oil and to correspondingly increase the pro
duction of diesel oils, TOth high lipe^ 
diesel oil und light diesel oil, with a veiw 
to meeting the sharply increased require
ments ot diesel oils due to widespread 
droughi conditions and extensive power cuts. 
Ih e  increased production of diesel oils wa« 
required initially for lift irrigation and foi 
standby power generation purposes and is 
presently required lor harvesting, thrashing 
and the movement of crops and for power 
geiieraiion. This decision had to be taken 
on account of the prevailing world«wide 
bliortuge oL ci ude oil and refined oil pro
ducts. All pus,sible efforts have been and 
continue to Ix: made to maximise the 
imports ol diesel oils and kerosene oil jointly 
known as middle distillates by deputing 
teams ol oHicers of the Indian Oil Corport- 
tion to foreign countries. This measure bas 
cnubled the import or the finalisation of 
import of 154,IM)0 tonnes of middle dis- 
lilliites since March 1978. The position 
is being reviewed constantly and the cut 
in kerosene production which is being 
presently of the order of 20 per cent is 
j)ropost*d lo be partially restored in June 
and lullv in July 1973.

SMKl JVOriRMOY BOSU: I am glad 
ihat the Minister has covercd a wide ground 
and has taken quite a broad perspective. The 
availability of kerosene oil in I9yl was 55-94 
lakh metric tonnes and the figures for 1972 
and 1973 are 47 and 39.01 lakh metric 
tonnes respectively. During the last three 
years how much oil was imported? Who 
were ihe importers? How much was pro
duced locally? What is the maximum estimat
ed demand in India? May I know whether 
the secarcify is partly due to the dependence 
on imports?

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: Sir, during 1973 
the total demand of middle distillates under 
normal condition would be 11.6 million ton< 
IK'S and as against this the total production 
is estimated lo lie of the order of 10.5 
million tonnes. I'here is the gap of 1.5 
million tonnes proposed to be covered by 
resorting to tmports. The gap has how« 
ever U^en increased and is now expected 
to l>e of the order of 2.1 million tonnes 
on account of the following factors :

(a) Widespread drought conditions 
resulting in increased use of diesel oils for 
lift irrigation:

(b) Extensive powercuts necessitating
lafge scale use of diesel oils for power
generation.

Against this total deficit 2.1 million tonnes, 
commitments for in^>orts made so far add 
up to 1.7 million tonnes. There is thus an 
uncovered dc*ficit of 0.4 million t«nnes.
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SHRl JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Who are the 
importjers?

SHRl D. K; BOROOAH: IOC is the main 
imponei, the principal importer.

SHRl JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Who are Qic 
others?

SHRl D. K. BOROOAIl: We have asked 
iiome jOtl companies to import, but tliat will 
be routed through the IOC.

8HR1 JYOTIRMOY BOSU : What por
ticrn?

SHRl D. K. BOROOAH: F.SSO and 
Bumiah'Shell are there. But it is only 
margittal. It is very small. All will bt- 
ro ttt^  through IOC.

SHRl JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Su since Dr. 
Dalbir Singh, tiie Deputy Minister told 
us on 27-2-73 that the total availability 
oi kerosene oil indigenous and imp(»ried is 
adequate’ and also that any quantity ot 
kerosene oil is available in the black market 
and siocc one raid in Calcutta resulted in 
seizure ot 5*000 litres, will the hon. Minister 
tell u» how many raids have beerj conducted 
iat tbc past one year? What has l>cen the 
result achieved so far?

SHRl D. K. BOROOAH: This decision 
to reduce the production of kerosene oil 
and convert into diesel by 20 per cent was 
taken only in March. So far as the distri
bution i.s concerned, distribution is eniirely 
a matter for the State Government and the 
State Goivernmctits are taking steps to see 
that there is proper distribution.

SHRl JYOTIRMOY BOSU: You go to 
State capitals and enjoy their hospitality . . .

SHRl D. K. BOROOAH: No. 1 nevei go 
to State capitals cxcept Cialcutta and in 
Calcutta I do not enjoy the hospitality ol 
the 'Wcs\ Bengal Government.

SHRi A. K. M. ISHAQUE: Ihe  Minister 
told us Chat one ol the reasons for scarcity 
of kerosetie oil in its diversion lor other 
MCK. Kerosene oil is being urcmI for other 
purposes. Tlic hon. Minister knows that 
keTOiene is useil more in rural areas. It 
is a« essential a a>mmodity as food. There
fore, why did the government take the 
decision at tlie cast of the poor people 
fqr production of diesel?

SHRl D. K. BOROOAH: Sir. it was a 
very difficult and a hard choice to make. 
Out of the total procurement of 80 lakh 
tons S4 lakh tons have to be procured from 
Punjab; 13 lakh tons from Haryana and 
18 uikh tons from western U.P. These 
three areas provide 65 lakh tons of the 
tdtal procurement of 80 lakli tons. So, we 
had to make a choice between procurement 
d  food and foregoing the use of kerosene

in rural areas for the time being because 
we thought procurement of food is a 
rnatte;r of life and death and a matter of 
survival for this country.

SHRl BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: While
supporting the decision of the government 
that it is inevitable to reduce the production 
of kerosene and inc:rease diesel oil may I 
know how government proposed to have al
ternative sources for villagers of whom 80 
per cent are still using kerosene oil? May 1 
also know whether this decision is a tem
porary or a permanent one?

SHRl D. K. BOROOAH: At one time 
the idea was it should be 25 per cent cut 
but we made a general (ut of 20 per cent. 
We compensated that by telling the inter
national air companies tliat they will not 
get any oil in India and that they will 
procure from outside. We have curtailed 
other uses by the Indian Air Force. All 
that has given us some relief with the re
sult that instead of 25 per cent cut we 
have only imposed a 20 per cent cut and 
that too from the mf)nth of May.

Sir, we cannot buy kerosene or diesel oil 
from anywhere. They are not available. 
We entered into an agreement with Soviet 
Union and they have given us six hundred 
thousand tons but this* is <oming not in one 
bulk but spread over loiu- to live months. 
We have also bought anoilier three hundred 
thousand tons from Kuwait. That is also 
coming but they do not come all at a 
time, in Japan due to anti-pollution laws 
they are using kerosene instead of furnace 
oil fuel for industrial development. Kerosene 
does not contain any sulphur whereas fur
nace oil contains 8.5 per cent sulphur. 
As the anti-pollution laws have been im
posed in japan they are using kerosene 
as fuel lor industry. That is also one 
reason.

What we are doing now is we are im
porting from June 1 million tons of crude 
from Saudi Arabia and converting it into 
diesel and kerosene. By this we will get 
about half a million toas. With that ^ e  
position would l)c retrieved around July. 
Also as soon as harvest season is over pre- 
.ssure on diesel will get reduced and then 
we can go back to kerosene.

SHRl S. M. BANERJEE: I am glad to 
know that the hon. Minister has taken 
or is taking all steps to see that the short
age of kerosene is met and the demand 
of the people is met. But I would like to 
know whether he is aware that apart from 
high prices of ker(Mene oil at which it is 
available, it is not available in some of 
the very big cities. 1 am not talking only 
of the 24-Parganas. but even in Delhi it 
is not available anywhere. With great difB- 
culty , I was able to get two litres. If that
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was the case with me, you cai» understand 
what tl»e position of the common man is. 
Instead oL the entire responsibility being 
siiiited to the State Government, i  would 
like to know what mechanism is there to 
sec tliat hoarding at least is stop^ied and 
proper distribution is made.

SHRl D. K. BOROOAH: I am grateful to 
my hon. triend tor raismg this point, be
cause he has discussed this point about 
shortage in Delhi in this House betore. . . .

MR. SPEAKER ; In spile of my vigilance,
I find that it is escaping tiie rule of rele
vancy.

SHRl S. M. BANERJEE: At that time, he 
was sick and he could not make a state
ment.

MR. SPEAKER: Bui what is the relevance 
of that to the main question?

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH; 1 am willa.y 
to answer his question.

MR. SPEAKER: If somebody were to read 
llie proceedings tomorrow, he will ask ‘wlio 
was the presiding ofhcer at tliat time?'

SHRI JOYllRMOV BOSU: If they ask 
me, 1 shall tell them that it was Dr. Gurdial 
Singh Dhillon.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Kindly alhm 
him to reply. He was sick at that time and 
he could not reply.

MR. SPEAKER: I am allowing c\ery- 
body, but it should have some relevancc it» 
the scope of the main question so that 1 
may not be judged as having sat here blind 
and deaf.

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: May I ansuer 
Shri S. M. Banerjee's question?

So fat as Delhi is concerned, there is also 
a cut imposed on Delhi, but Delhi is in a 
very difhcult position. Delhi is surrounded 
on the one side by Haryana and on the 
other side by Western UP, and in lx>th
these areas, there is great demand for
diesel oil and kerosene to be mixed with
diesel oil. Secondly, in Delhi, there is no
sales tax on kerosene and diesel, but in 
Haryana and UP there is a sales tax of 7 
per ctrnt on kerosene oil and diesel oil.
I herefore, in Delhi, there is a tendency 

for both kerosene and diesel oil to slip into 
these two territories . * * .. '

SHRi DINEN BHATTACHARYYA; It 
should be the reverse.

SHRI D. K BOROOAH; Tlierefore. we 
had a conference with the Government 
of Delhi, that is, the members of the Metro
politan Council. Delhi and we came to err- 
tain collusions. One of them is that all 
companies' dealers will be given permitn by 
the Civil Supplies Department of the Delhi 
L/J(N)7USB~-3C)

Administration, and the oil companies will 
give them kerosene only subject to these 
allocations of the Supplies Depkrttnent. The 
Supplies Department will then be able to 
maintain l>etter control over the disposal 
of the supply by the dealers. Secondly, the 
Suppics Department will make special 
cheeks of dealers' trucks to see thmt no 
adulteration is done, that is, adulteration 
of diesel with kerosene. The oil «ompiini« 
will give whatever assistance is rrauired io 
this direction to facilitate this. Tliey 'will 
paint the name of the prcKlucts at the time 
of loading in the truck, tank and lorry. If 
a tank carries diesel, it will be declared, 
and it will be painted that it carries dfesel, 
;md if it canics kerosene, it will be p»tn«ed 
that it carries kerosene.

I'hen, we are distributing kerosene oil in 
retail by lank wagons at 12 points in Delhi 
ill dilierent localities such as Gandhinagar, 
Shahdara, Vinaynagar, Ramakrishnapuram, 
Sarai Khalil, Jama Masjid. Basti Harphool- 
singh, Sadar Bazar, Teliwara and Bara 
Hindu Rao etc. I'hese areas have been 
li\ed ill (onsultation with the Delhi ad
ministration and tank wagons go every day 
to these areas and sc‘ll oil in retail, and 
e\ery man is entitled to get only 2 litres.
I hai is how we are trying to make kiero- 
sene oil available to the c'ommon man.

wto wTTo ^ : iTwnsT ^

I  -3^ ^  ^  ^

3T|rT T nfti? f  I *R VT

(InterrUptiom)
MR. SPEAKER; Mr. I.akkappa will kindly 

sit down . . . (luierruptions). May 1 
make it dear to those memliers who are 
not called, who sometimes stand and start 
speaking simiiltaneouidy that thc>’ cannm 
expect me to listen to them? How do they 
expect me to do that? I am not a super
human with seven or eight ears lo be able
Io lihtcn to earh <me of you speaking at 
one and the same time.

vh  fiffT : m m  iTfwnr,
^  'HHHI WTjpiT 

frr ^  ^  ^  ^  ^
fnfV ^  TO ^  f̂ iWT
^  vTpft t  • ww f^TPrf^ n  ^  60

5TPT ^  sYTPT
^  3**TT ^  TTvrtt
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^  f̂ T![ ^  ^ I ^4*^^
J f r f ^  M m  I  I TO
1^  t  I HWTT I  1

TTwfTTir f r ,  ^  q r  ^  
cTtPf ®FT ^  ^rtr ^  ^ ^
fW  ftr^ ?  *TFT W  f̂rr?T ^  T^ ^ ? . . . 
(zstm fR ) . . .

^  I  I q ^
^  5w fW  ^  I  ^
^sF^imr ^  t  I

SHRl D. K. BOROOAH: The problem is 
not as simple as has been made out by my 
hon. friend. For every million tonnes of 
crude oil, one can produce, according to 
our refinery pattern, only 48 per cent of 
middle distillates which consist of kerosene, 
LSD, HSD etc. Therefore, one cannot have 
increased production of diesel oil or kerosene 
at the cost of petrol.

SHRI PILOO MODY: You can, at the 
cost of tar.

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: 1 will come to 
that also. If hon. members want a discussion,
1 am agieeable.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: We want 
a discussion.

MR. SPEAKER: A dicussion is already 
fixed on this, on all essential commodities.

SHRI K. P. UNMKRISHNAN: This year 
the Demands of the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Chemicals were not discussed in the 
House. At least we must have some time to 
SCTUtinise the aspcct of policy.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DAS MUNSI: As 
Shri Unnikrishnan said, we have not dis
cussed the Demands of the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Chemicals. During the dis
cussion on essential commodities, a lot of 
things will be said in regard to many com
modities. We have tabled a call attention 
motion in this regard on one important 
point. Apart from other things, a lot of 
adulteration is takinjj place every day in 
petrol, including aviation fule, including 
kerosene. I submit that there should be a 
discussion on the scarcity of kerosene and 
petrol and abo on adulteration. The whole 
thing is linked.

^  t  I ^  m m  f t  
5T^ I ^  ^  wfk
^  I I ^  I

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: As I have said, 
tliere has been no shortage of petrol, hut 
there has been shortage of middle distillates 
which consists of only 40 per cent of the 
total production.

MR. SPF.AKKR: Please l>c brief in your 
replies.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA; The hon. Minister 
has attributed the reason to the diversion 
of production to diesel oil. I think that 
very recently, perhaps a week before, he 
has asked tlie international airlines not to 
have aviation fuel from our country and 
the Air Force also. I do not understand how 
these arc linked.

Secondly. 1 want to know from tlie hon. 
Minister whether it is a fact that due to 
certain hostilities between the foreign oil 
companies and certain vested interests they 
are purposely creating a shortage of kerosene
oil by lelusing to import more.

Thirdly, I want to know whether ration 
ing would be introduced for the distribu
tion of kerosene, particularly in tlie non
electrified areas, that means in the rural 
areas*?

SHRI I). K. BOROOAH: His first question 
was wiiether the oil companies are not pro
ducing enough kerosene. It is not a fact.
I hey are producing according to the pattern. 
So for as the import is concerned, as I 
said earlier . , . (Interruption). . . .

MR. SPF.ARER: Let ilie Minister give his 
reply.

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: According to the 
pattern scl by the Government, that is to 
say, produce 25 per cent more diesel oil 
and H5 per cent less kerosene oil. That is 
the pattern I have mentioned.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: You arc the 
i;overnment.

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: In this case, 
I happen to be so. The oUier question was 
whether they are not importing. Marginallv. 
some diesel oil has been imported by tiiem, 
but it has been distributed by us and not 
through them.

We have received a telegram from our 
embassy in Japan regarding kerosene. They 
say that the Japanese have regretted their 
inability in effecting any supply of kerosene 
due to increased local demand caused by 
the switch-over by users of heavy oil for anti
pollution control measures.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: What about ration
ing of petrol and kerosene and distribution 
through fair price shops?

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: This proposal 
was al&o considered and it was thought 
that because the shortage is going to be of
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a short duration it will be a very big strain 
on the State administration. It is not going 
to be there for quite a long time to come; 
it will be for a couple of months.

SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA: Sir, while I 
fully agree with the Minister in his approach 
and 1 fully support and appreciate the 
steps that have been taken to divert from 
one product to another, 1 do request you 
to consider that some time might be allotted 
(or tlie discussion of the distribution and 
production of petroleum products, apart 
from the discussion iliat has been decided 
upon about the price rise in essential com
modities. If you sri apart a separate time 
for this, perhaps i( will be doing justice to 
this House.

MR. SPEAKER I think so. but it all 
depends upon you all.

ISHRI D. K. BOROOAH; In fact. I m\ 
self was thinking that a di.'cussion on this 
subject will enable us to elucidate a lot of 
facts. But I only want your indulgence lo 
point out to Mr. jvotirmoy Bosu. I have 
to replv to the question that he raised- that 
so far as the kerosene supply in West Bengal 
is concerned, in 1972—|anuarv, February
and March—76.111.

MR. SPEAKER; I thought you were re-
phing to Mr. Malaviya, because Mr. |yotir- 
moy Bosu’s question was over.

^  TO f?nT7 : ^

’R' ^  fVrRT
5FT ^  fsr̂ TT S ^  ^  5TTT

^  ^  ^fhft ?FT PhdHI Vt2T
TF»ift ?ift f̂ TciT WT t  ^

^  ^rnr^ fn»ft i
^  f ,  m

it ^  ^  ^ rm n r t
^  ?

^  iT!5? n  : T m  if»TP=T

fifinr % t  ■ .

sft T̂fiT TTsft i

^  n fc n  fw frr
i^WTt ^  t  . . .

WWW : IR  W?? fJf’T f

^  I  I

iW R T  VWT : ^  ^

^  ^  ^  t* —

1972 fanuary—15,274.
1972 Februar>~l 2,851.
1972 March—12,948.
197.’J Ja n u a ry -15,997.
1973 February—11,669.
1975 M arch-12,086.

For May last year the hgurc is not avail
able; for thiN year it is 10,872 tonnes.

WT HTUT? : *n?rT ^  ^ I

«ft TOTT : 10 ^
20 f m ,  ^  ^

^  ^  f  I

SflRI RAJA KULkARNI: About kero
sene shortage it is necessary that the hon. 
Minister clarihes ihe position. To what ex
tent is the shortage ilue to less imports of 
crude and lo what extent the dealers are 
exploiting the shortage which is creating 
more (!ifru’ultie*s lo the citi/en?

.SHRI I). K. BOROOAH: There is short
age of crude and we arc frying to get a 
minimum of a million tonnes. \Ve have ins
tructed all the Stale Governincnts: we have 
sent a message to all the oil companies ar»d 
IOC that tbev must produce more and dis
tribution mu.st be done judiciously of these 
prrxlucts.

«ft v o p m : v rv m
W M ^  ^  ^  ^  sivtI ^
^  iTrTFTT «rr ^  ^  ITnfr ^  ^  'V 

fMr t  ^  ^
STTT ^  t  ^  ^

%rrw fwH - m  ^  ^  w  M  ^
^  I  ^  JfTTR 

w j i^  i  I «rr3r % ?fr^ w m  ^  frr
4 0^?ft3T «T T , 1971 ^  S O ^ fH ^ T flT T  
^  1 9 7 2 ^  60 ^  f?T2T f t  « /\t «rr^ 
t f  VPTT ^T T T  r*FT?rr k  I #  ■jfR^fT WTE?TT

V W’pTTT 1% t  ^  WTT % THT ^
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?rrT ^ ^  ^
^  ^ ?rnr cfVr 't t  ^nr

F̂TtT ^ c(l  ̂1 T̂ CfJT̂ — 
^  fro  WT ’T̂ T ^  ê T̂ T̂T jTT

f  «mr«PT irf ^  'T^ 1 1^ ^
gfr f , t  ^  ^ ^
firj^ 3f:T ^  f w  t |  t ,  TO

iTT^ ^  I  ? ^  ^  ^  ^
t  ’ E T F T  WTT f r o  ^ f e r  l - T O  w

^  t |  f  ?

^  ^V FR f q«5^l : ^  ^  ST9̂  4*1^ *-«li
ipr ^  <snTT ?T  ̂«|cfef̂ 1 %, ^  f̂PT

’»fR w m f t  w  t ,  ^
t  I ^  ^ f i F # ^

t ,  ^  ^  5RfinnT I, ^  ^ ^  ^ -
^ »T ^  ^  ^  ^  f e n  ^  I 

WFT-^^ ^ f^  fsT3f?ft 
’pft % T̂̂ ft ^  ^

^  I Hf%?T iTWfft ^  ^TTW ^  ^  f f  
’̂ T ^  ^ ^  ^ ? f f

H ^  V tfw  I c f t ^  H
* x t ^  f^mrt t - ^  f
<TR# ^  ’fTT ^  w p ft ^  wft ?ffTR ?r^
V ' C ^ f T  W T ^ ^ T  I H f f ^ H  ^ T d  t i ^  ^

’Ŝ f w  ^JT T fn t^
f r o m  | ,  ^ f?rt ^R !̂J ^srrf^ ,
^  ^  1 ^  «r^ % f^^TT ^ t  I

f5«l<nn : ^f^?T ?T*n TT 
^ ^Trap^sqrr * T T ^  '3TT ^  ^  I

i?wwf : *71  ̂^
« T T , W  ^ ^  ^ ^ t |  f  I

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Apart from ihc 
Khort«gc> the neces!»ittes of life have boon 
CQm]?)€toly paralysed due to ihe shortage oi 
kermene bit. So far. millions of people .ire 
ustfift ii^ But, this scarcity ban been pur- 
poseh created hv certain dealers in various 
5<«fes. No action has been taken against the 
dealers Kho are indulging in adulteration of 
cemeM. petrol and diesel. On the contrary. 
thC' same tlcalns have iMien given licemc î. 
1 want to knou from the Govcrnmetit as to 
H'hai action has been taken hv them in. re

gard to the fair distribution. What is the 
action proposed to be taken by Government 
for creating this artificial scarcity by the 
dealers?

jsft ^oTto ^  m m  | f jn r t
sm ro ^ 4 .K  ^  ^  ^rf I  ^
^ W T I

?TWI8R : T̂ ?nft »T  ̂^  ^+ni—

^ ? t t  %

^ T ^ J T H T  W!T f  I

MR. SPEAKFk: You better ask the Minis
ter to find time for the discussion.

SHRI K. D. MAI AVIYA; 1 can ask him 
only through you.

MR. SPEAKER: Your request, 1 am con- 
\_eying through me to the Minister to find 
lime. Mr, Lakkappa, will you kindly sit 
down? Or do you want to reply it yourself?

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: There is a re
duction in production of kerosene according 
to the policy laid down by the Govprnmcnt. 
P>ut. Sir, the reduction he mentions is at 
the lower level—at the level of distributors. 
W'e have asked the oil companies to see that 
the distribution is done equitably. We have 
;ilso advised the State Governments to take 
stringent measures which, they are authoris
ed under the law.

MR. SPEAKER: Now, Mr. Piloo Mody 
will be the last but. not the least.

SHRI PII.OO MODY: I would like to 
know from the hon. Minister whether there 
is or there is no excess production capacity 
in the country for the petroleum products. 
If there is an excess production capacity in 
I he country, why the Govcrrmicnt, in view 
of the fact that the shortage was apparent 
<ir has been apparent for some time, has 
not made a strenuous effort, if necessary, to 
have the necessary etude so that these com-
panie.s could work in full capacity and pro- 
\ide the goods that the people demand?

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH; There is a 
shortage of petroleum products in, this coun
try and this has been there for quite some 
time. It is also a fact that crude is very 
diflicidt to obtain. The price of crude has 
gone up considerably. The pricc was Rs. 128 
per barrel. Yesterday a message came from 
Saudi Arabia stating that the crude is avail
able only at Rs. 265 per barrel.

It is a question of availability <>f crude. 
We are buving 1 million tonnes at fairlv 
high price. We will convert it info diesel and 
kerosene upto 48 per cent, which is the 
production pattern. We are goinii' to utilise 
it in the excess capacity available in this. 
rcfincr\.




