LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Thursday, May 10, 1973/Vaisakha 20, 1895
(Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock.
{MR. SPEAKER in rhe Chair)
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to the Government of Pakistan in regard
to the exchange of prisoners as also for
the exchange of the citizens of Bangla
Desh and citizens of Pakistan in Bangla
Desh. What happened to that proposal?
Has Pakistan spurned that offer?

MR. SPEAKXER: It is not relevant to
this question; I cannot hold it relevant.

Development of Port Blair, Andamans
as an Advance Naval Base

T
*1042. SHRI M.
REDDY :

SHRI P. GANGADFB:

Will the Minister of DEFFNCE e
pleased to state

RAM GOPAL

(a) whether Government propose to de-
velop Port Blair, Andamans as an advance
Naval Base; and

{b) if so, the main features thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE (DE-
FENCE PRODUCTION) IN THE MINIS-
fRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI VIDYA
CHARAN SHUKLA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The plans provide for the develop-
ment of infrastructure necessary for the
defence of these islands. The phused de-
velopment of Port Blair as an Advance
Naval Base has been approved. A Base
Repair Organisation is proposed to be set
up at an estimated cost of about Rs. 1.53
crores. A Meteorological Office was sanc-
tioned as part of the naval establishment
at Port Blair. The Honourable Members
will appreciate that it will not be in pub-
lic interest to disclose further information
on the subject.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
There is no further question.

MR. BPEAKER: That is very good; 1
shall give you some opportunity on an-
other occasion.

SHRI P. GANGADEB: In view of the

Bangladesh together made a joint proposal fact that this area occupies a strategic





