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SHRI JAGANNATH RAO: We must pro· 
duce more cloth for the poor. 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY (SHR! C. SUBRAMAN· 
lAM~: We shall take into account the reo 
quirement for mass consumption and shall 
see that we concentrate on the production of 

,theae. 

SeU·Su8iciency in Paper and Paper P,'odults 

°1026. SHRI R. K. SINHA: Will Ule 
Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be 
pleased to state the proposals under the 
consideration of Government to make the 
country self·sufficient in paper and paper 
products? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOp· 
MENT (SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MU 
KHERJEE): A statement is laid on the 
Table of the House. 

Statemet,t 

The current production of paper and 
paper flroducts, by and large, meets the de· 
mand III the country. 

n,e demand is expected to be of the 
order of 15.5 lakh tons by the end of FifU, 
Plan for which an additional capacity of 
5 lakh tons will need to be created. Some 
of the important steps taken in this regard 
are:_ 

(a) A Crash Programme has been launch· 
ed which is expected to yield an additional 
production of I lakh tonnes per annum. 

(b) The Hindustan Paper Corporation has 
been set up for the establishment eli follow· 
ing Pulp and Paper Projects. 

Ca~'ty 

I. Nagaland Paper 30,000 tonnes per annum. 
& Pulp Projeo •. 

2 Nowgong Paper 80,000 tonne. per annum. 
a: Pulp Project. 

3. eaohar Paper & 50,000 tonnes per annum 
Pulp Project. likely to be revised 

to 80,000 tonne. per 
annum. 

(c) Licences/letters of intent have been 
iuued for a capacity of over 10 lakh ton. 
of pulp and paper which are in various 
stages of implementation. 

Frnm the above it would appear that 
steps are being taken 10 meet the demand 
of paper and paper products. 

SHRI R. K. SINHA: The statement 
relers to current production of paper and 

aper products and is meeting the demand 
of the country. In view of the shrinkage in 
the supply or manufacture of the products. 
i. there not need for greater production? 

SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE: 
We ha\e already made schemes for raIsing 
the ,production targets in the Fifth Plan to 
the extent of 5 lakh tonnes. We have issued 
lit.:cnct!s to certain private parties. The 
Hindu.tan Paper Corporalion, a public 
sector corporation, is coming in a big way 
wiLh the establishment of certain paper and 

'I>ulp projects in various parts of the country. 

SHRI R. K. SINHA': The Corporation is 
establishing such projects in Nagaland. Now· 
gung and Cachar. But thert! are other areas 
in the country also, for example, the fOOl
hills of UP. Kumaon and other areas, which 
have ueen clamouring for some units for 
the production of paper. Then there are 
other areas which arc near jungles like 
Gonda and Bahraieh in UP where also 
there has been a demand for the establish· 
ment of paper producing units. Will the 
Ministry examine this in view of the short
age ol paper in the country? 

SHRI PRAJI(AB KUMAR MUKHERJEE: 
We have alreadv issued 68 licences and 

leiters of intent io private parties which 
have not fructified into production. If these 
fructify, the production would be of the 
orcler of 10 lakh tonnes. Apart from this, 
there is the Hindustall Paper Corporation 
which is having three paper projects in the 
eastan part of the country wbich will have 
a total production capacity of 1.90 lakh 
lonnes. 

Regarding the other areas, Ule suggestion 
may be considered. 

SHRI R. K. SINHA: But fue other areas 
have not been mentioned at all in the state· 
ment. Only one arca has been mentioned. 
Details have not been given of the areas 
covered by the 68 licences. 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI C. SUBRAMAN· 
lAM): We cannot take up all fue areb at 
the same time. We shall 'make a pro!>,:r 
.urvey of the availability of raw materials 
and then have a phased programOle of uti· 
lising them. 

SHRI S. A. KADER: There is a large 
number oC hand-made paper factories on a 
smal1 scale basis in the country. In view 
of the shortage of paper, do Government 
think that by properly oJl!llnising them and 
helping them they could also solve. to a 
certain extent. the paper shortage prol/lem 
that is before the country? 
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SHR} PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE: 
Sir, at present the shortage in paper is not 
much substantial, and with the capacity 
which is going to he created during the 
fifth five year Plan by enlarging the private 
sector by giving licences to undertakings and 
the projects being started by the Hindustan 
Paper Corporation, I think our requirements 
will be met during the fifth Plan. 

SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM: The question 
was with regard to the cottage industries 
wherein paper also could he made. The cost 
of production is very high there, and there· 
lore they could do on I)' certain specialised 
paper and not the general paper which is 
required for printing books, etc. Therefore. 
Ihey will ha\e to be confined to that area. 
and it is only in the larger production 
IImts that these varieties could be produced. 
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SHRI PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE: 
Sir. in fact. the licences issued to lome 
private parties have not fructified i~ pro· 
duction because the rale of return In the 
paper industry is very low and it takes • 
long gestation period, ,,:nd so, many of these 
licences have not fructIfied. 

Regarding the actual sho~tage and other 
things, I have already rephed to them ID 
my earlier answer. 

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN: Sir, there i. 
a great deal of raw material available in 
Himachal Pradesh for lhe production ot 

paper. Will the Government consider a pro· 
posal to set up a plant in the public sector 
In Himachal Pradesh? Secondly, the hon. 
Minister just now said that many licences 
have not been utilised. Will the Govern· 
lIIent consider the proposal for cancellin", 
those licenoes and settmg up factories in 
Ihe public sector? 

SHRI I'RANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE: 
have already mentioned the projects whi<:h 

are going 10 be set up in the public sector 
under the H industan Paper Corporation. 
Regarding licenrcs if those licences do not 
fruclil\'. naturally in course of lime thev 
will he ('am.cUcd.' 

Rc~arding tht' raw material avaiJabIlity 
ill Hunachal Pradesh, as ho, been already 
pointed out by my scnior colleague, it will 
rcquir,' a ,uncy in respect of the availability 
lor a smtaincd supply of raw materl.al {or 
Ihe paper industry. 

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS rosc-
MR. SPEAKER: I will try to spread over 

the. opportunities during the week to all 
'~'ftl()IlS of the House. but not, the same 
memUcrs shollid Itct up every day. 

Delay in TranamialioD of TelegralD8 From 
Delhi 

+ 
'10<7. SHRI SHASHI BHUSHAN: 

SHRI M. M. JOSEPH: 

Will the Minister of COMMUNICA
TIONS he pleased to state: 

(al whether there were serious delays In 
tran,missiun of telegrams ill the capital 
during 'he month of April, 197~ d"e to 
the ·'go·slow" of Telegraphmen; and 

(b) if .'0, the reason. for the same and 
Il:'aclion of Government thereto? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI 
JAGANNATH PAHADIA): (a) and (b). 
A section of the telegraphs in lOme Cir· 
cles induding Delhi, arter resorting to go 
slow for about two weeks allegedly to ex· 
pres..; their resentment against recommen· 
dations of the ~Td Pay Commission in an 
aggressive war' have slOce resumed normal 
functioning. n consequence of this, there 
have heen case, of delay in tranlImission 
of telegram. in certain cities. However, 
the situation now ill normal. In ordr.T that 
the public i. not unduly inconvenienced, 
notice that telegrams were liable to delay. 
were puhlished in the newspaper. for 
information. 
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