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th e  m in ister o r  p e tro le u m  
and ch e m ica ls  cshri d. k.
BAROOAH): (a) and <h). Of the four 
foreign oil companies owing refine
ries m India, the Assam Oil Company 
had earlier applied lor the expansion 
of its refinery at Digboi. The Govern
ment did not accept this proposal m 
the extern of the consideration of the 
overall question of setting up of addi
tional refinery capacity in Assam cul
minating in the decision to put up a 
new refinery at Bongaigaon, The 
other three foreign oil companies i.e., 
Burmah Shell, Esso and Caltex claim
ed that they have between them spare 
capacity of about 3 million tonnes per 
annum. The question of utilising the 
additional capacity claimed to be avail
able at these refineries will be con
sidered by the Government at the 
appropriate time when the demand for 
products in the economic supply areas 
of these refineries justifies such utili
sation.

Estimated Power Requirements in 
North Bengal Districts

*596. SHRI R N BARMAN: Will
the Minister of IRRIGATION AND 
POWER be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have made 
any survey of the power requirements 
in North Bengal District; and

(b) if >,0 the mam /retire thereof 
and hov\ Government propose to meet 
the demand ’

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION 
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO):
(a): Yes, Sir. The West Bengal State 
Electricity Board had earned out a 
quick survey in July/August, 1972 of 
North Bengal area regarding the power 
requirements.

(b) The main features of the survey 
are given m the statement enclosed.

The following steps are proposed to 
be taken to meet the demands:—

(i) The State Elactricit\ Board 
have installed/are installing 
some second hand diesel set*, 
to meet the immediate shor
tage. The derated capacity of 
these is about 3.5 MW.

(ii) E/torts are being made to get
about 10 MW power from 
Bihar and 3 MW from Assam 
State Electricity Boards.

(iii) 2x3.5 MW sets have been per
mitted for import to reinforce 
the power supply position in 
North Bengal.

(iv) It has b?en proDosed to set up 
a new thermal power station 
at Dalkhola with an instated 
capacity of 2 x 120 MW units 
to ‘.uooly power to North Ben
gal and North B'har.

Statement
r<rT--2 1973-74 I <)-1--5 19- 5--76 1976-

Installed capacity (M\X' > 36 8 49'5 49* 5 49*5 51-5 M -5

Peak capacity (MW> 21-5 32*1 35-5 T7-" 39*7 40*7

Peak Load— MW lt>-9 34-0 46*0 56*0 66-0 77-0

3ross Margin— % 13-7 5 '6 22-S 32*7 40-0 47-0

Energy potential—MkWh 47*9 87-6 130-5 144*0 *49“« 140-8

Sner«?v requirement—  
MkWh 44' 5 89*6 IU9-0 i 6i*o 196*0 235-0

Surplus (Deficit)— 
MkWh 3 '4 (2‘ 0> 1-5 (17) (46*2) (85*2)




