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STATEMENT RE: RAILWAY ACCI-
DENT AT SONARPUR STATION

The Deputy-Minister of Railways
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): Sir, I very
much regret to inform the Housge
about an accident which occurred at
Sonarpur station on the Sealdah Divi-
sion of the Eastern Railway this mor-
ning.

While 8. 241 Up Canning to Cal-
cutta local tramn was moving out from
the branch platform line at Sonarpur
Station across the Down main-line, S
370 Dn local train which was appro-
aching from Calcutta, collided with
the fourth bogie coach of S 241 Up at
6 AmM. .

As a result of this accident, five
passengers were killed, ten received
grievous and J37, minor injuries,
Seventeen passengers with minor
1mjuries were treated locally and dis-
charged. The injured requiring hospi-
tal attention have been removed #io
the N.R. Sarkar Hospital and the B.R.
Singh Railway Hospital at Sealdah.
27 have been admitted into the former
and three into the latter.

The cost of damage to Railway pro-
perty is estimated atabout Rs. 87,500.
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The General Manager is making
immediate arrangements {0 make
. some ex-gratic payments to the per-
sons or the families of those involved
in this accident.

It is difficult at this stage for me to
say anything about the cause of this
accident which will be fully enquired
into by the Government Inspector of
Railways.

Shri S. M. Banerjee (Kanpur):
May 1 enquire whether the hon. Min-

ister is ‘oing to make a further state--
ment tomorrow?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: When he has.
some more information, he will in-
form the House certainly. Now....

SLrl Braj Raj Singh (Firozabad):
Has any enquiry body been set up?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The House-
will now stand adjourned.
17-62 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till.
Eleven of the Clock on Thursday the-
27th November, 1958.





