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An Hon. Member: Sir, it is already 
past 5 P.M. (Interruptions). 

Shri Hem Raj: If I am elected, 
shall speak on this resolution in the 
next Parliament. 

Shrl Sa4han Gupta (Calcutta-East): 
But it will lapse. 

ferr Backwardness 

17.02 hrs. 

VALEDICTORY REFERENCES 
Mr. Speaker: I am extremely happy 

that the House is full Mr. Prime 
Minister, and Members of the Lok 
Sabha, this is the last day of the sit-
ting of the Second Lok Sabha. We 
have completed the proceedings to-
day. Before the House is adjourned 
sine die, I wish to express my grate-
ful thanks to the hon. Members of 
this House for the kind co-operation 
that they gave me in getting through 
our work during all these years har-
moniously. 

In particular, I must thank the hon. 
Leader of the HOUSe for his kind good-
will towards me throughout. His 
great regard for parliamentary demo-
cracy, for parliamentary procedure 
and conventions has been a source of 
strength to all of us. He is one of 
the tallest men of the present day, jf 
not the tallest. It is our good fortune 
and the gOod fortune of the country 
and the Parliament that the leadership 
has been entrusted to his hands. 

I am equally thankful to the 
Leaders of the various Opposition 
GrouPs and other Members un both 
sides of the House for having contri-
buted in no small degree to the suc-
cessful functioning of the Second Lok 
Sabha. It is a pity that the Leaders 
of the various Groups, or most of 
them, are absent, and will be absent 
from the next Parliament. 

I am thankful to my hon. friend 
the Hon. Deputy-Speaker, the Panel 
of Chairmen, and the chairmen of the 
various co'mmittees, and all the offi-
cers of the Lok Sabha for having 
worked with me in a harmonious rela-
tionship and contributed to the growth 
of democracy, 

Freedom itself was won in a unique 
manner in our country from a mighty 
Empire by Pf!I8ceful means without 
shedding Ii single dTop of blood. We 
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ha~e achieved this by bringing about 
Ulllty among all sections of our coun-
try. 

There are, unfortunately, fissiparous 
tendencies rearing up their heads here 
and there now. Emotional and other 
integra,tion is, therefore, the need of 
the hour. 

Following closely upon our success 
in OUr struggle for freedom, other 
countries in Asia and Africa have also 
become free. As in the case of fight-
in~ for fr~om, we are making a 
umque expenrnent in democracy also 
in this country. We have adopted the 
parliamentary system of Great Bri-
tain and adapted it to a federal struc-
ture. Many conflicts can easily arise 
between the States and the Centre. We 
have in this Parliament been able to 
resolve all such conflicts and have 
allowed autonomy to the States to 
grow cOMistent with strength in the 
Centre. 

Parli~ent has also ,been vigilant in 
the disl'hargf' of its dutie& in main-
taining and safeguarding the Consti-
tution. Though in a few cases now 
and then it had to assume charge ..,f 
the government of States, it tried to 
avoid doing so as far as possible. 
When a conflagration was likely to 
occur and there was a likelihood of 
the comtitutional machinery breS-Ir-
ing down, Parliament handled the 
situation carefully by entrusting the 
Speaker with the task of appointing 
a Committee of Members of Parlia-
ment to investigate and rePOrt to the 
House the causes for that conflagra-
tion, the situation then and the reme-
dies to ce adopted to avoid a recur-
rence. The supervisory jurisdiction of 
Parliament was exercised with great 
caution and the autonomy of the 
States was never interfered with. 

Further, to spread the spirit of 
democracy decen1rialisation of pow .. r 
has been undertaken and the pancha-
yat rap, as it is called, has proved 
successful. We are glad to see that 
parliamentary practice .and procedure 
is adopted to a large extent in the 

deliberations of the panchayat samitls 
and zilla parishads. 

Three elections have gone --~ 
successfully and peacefully in ou;: 
country and the voting strength has 
been ste&cllly increasing during these 
three elections. During the last elec-
tions, in February 1962,. as many lS 
210 millions were the voters and 60 to 
70 per ce!:t went to the polls, and 
there was not a single unhappy inci-
dent. The elections revealed that the 
Parliament is a truly representative 
body having representatives drawn 
from all shades of political thought. 

In the membershlp of the Second 
!.ok Sabha. the youngest Member was 
25 years old and the oldest 73; the 
average age worked out to 46 years. 
The new entrants numbered 263 m 
membersblp with an average age 'Jf 
42 year,. In the Second Lok Sabha 
lawyers <'ClIstituted 30 per cent of th~ 
Members, agriculturists 29 per cent; 
the t>et"'entsge of traders and indns-
trialists v:as 10 and that of teachers 
11. There was a happy blending of the 
old with rEW and the vigour of the 
youth combined with the experienc<' 
of the older members. 

We hav~ passed as many as 325 
Governm,=r.~ Bills. As many as 70 
Private Members' Bills were discus-
sed. T!l~ most outstanding enactment 
in the fieU of agriculture during the 
Second Lok Sabha seems to be the 
Delhi Land Ceilings Act: In the field 
of social lcrislation, the anti-dowry 
Ad Wll:; the most outstanding one. 
For the 1"11'st time ir. the history of our 
Parliament, we had a joint sitting of 
both the Houses on that Bill. 

The increasing ~!mount of intere.<t 
taken by Members on matters of pub-
lic iInJJN"tar.ce pertaining tc- various 
governmental activities has been N-
fleeted in the number of questions that 
has been tabled. The total number 
of questions admitted during this pe-
riod was 63,641: 107 half-an-hour 
discussions were also held. I must 
congratulate all On having strengthen-
ed demo~racy in our land and mad" 
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[Mr. Speaker] 
it the object lesson for oth(>rs to copv. 
In the worc!s of President EisenhowGr. 
who add!'€ssed a tr..ass gath.ering in th·c 
Ram Lina Grounds, our democracy is 
the foremost democracy in the 
world, and even the USA comes only 
next to:t. We must, however, be 
very car"ful in dealing with this del:-
cate mechanism as in all palts of A~ia 
and even in som~ States in Europe. 
democracy has since become a casu-
alty. 

During these fiVe years. I have 
constantly attempted to enhance the 
power andprestig~ of Parliament and 
make i: the supreme for:Jm for the 
expres-;:on of the J.l'Ople's wlll. I hope 
and trun that in the years to come, 
our Parliament will be a model for 
others tc copy nm only in our land 
but in the rest of the W')t"ld as wel~' 

It must be said to the credit of the 
Government that during this period, 
we have added to our territory by 
the aequisition of Goa. 

In the field of economic activity, 
we have successfully gone through the 
Second Five Year Plan and have 
embarked Upon the Third. I hope 
that the Third one will also be 
equally successful and that Parlia-
ment and every Member thereof will 
contribute his mite to national con-
solidation and to the growth of eco-
nomic prosperity. 

Let us· remember that in addition 
to having won freedom by peaceful 
means, we hav" liquidated the Rajas 
and Maharajas equally peacefully. 
We have also removed the zamindari 
system peacefully; and we have in-
troduced the socialist pattern of so-
ciety peacefully. Our contribution, 
therefore. not only to ourselves but 
to the rest of the world, is the mess-
age of peace. Let all the proceedings 
in Parliament be conducted with 
decorum and absolutely peacefully. 
That is the one thing that we can 
contribute to the rest of the world. 

I thank you once again for the 
heartly co-operation that yOU gave to 

crown the activities of the second 
Par1i!l'ment with success and benefit 
to the community. 

The Prime MInister and Leader of 
the Bou.'i~ (Shrl Jawaharlal Nehra): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf ilf the 
House I venture to olfer you our 
grateful thanks for what you have 
said. But, it Is something more tha."1 
that. We have become acCustomed 
to you for so many years as the Spea-
ker of this House that if we speak of 
the Speaker, inevitably your picture 
comes bofore our minds; and it will 
continue to come, whether someone 
else occupied this high office or not. 

You have been Speaker here at a 
very important and formative period 
of our Parliament; and we have learnt 
much from you; and sometimes taken 
mild exception though, naturally, it 
has to be a silent exception to what 
you decided. 

Democracy. as you have just now 
said, 'is the halhnark of India at 
present. But democracy does not 
consist of 210 million people voting. 
Democracy, ultimately, is a way of 
life, a way of reacting to circums-
tances, a way of thinking and a way 
of putting up with the things We dis-
like even. And, I think, on th.' 
who I!', we have done fairly well. t 
cannot say that we have not erred. 
That would be too much to ~ay. But, 
considering everything, We have done 
rather well; and considering the state 
of the world today when every other 
day we read about coup d'etat, in 
variOUs countries, it is surprising how 
we have carried on OUr normal way. 

We come here at 11 o'clock and 
you are in the Chair; the Marshal 
announces that you are coming; we 
stand up to respect you and you take 
up questions and so the conventions 
go on. There is something in conven-
tion; something in the repetition of a 
certain procedure. It shows a certain 
stability; it shows what is going to 
come next. And so, we have fuunc-
boned in this way and presumably, 
we shall continue to function in this 
way. 
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In this matter, you Sir, and your 
predecessor Shri Mavalanirar, han 
laid down these conventions and 
moulded them. And, we are, there-
fore, very grateful to you for this. It 
may be that this is the last time that 
you preside over Parliament as 
Speaker. It is always a little difficult 
to say words of parting. Partin!! can-
not ·be, of course, because, whatever 
high office you may occuPY, you will 
be near us; you will be working for 
the sante cause for which you have 
worked throughout your life. Only 
you will be working in a difte-
rent way. Still, we have become so 
used to your sitting in that high Chair 
that we shall miss you very greatly 
and miss even the things which we, 
in private, sometimes criticised, be-
cause whatever you have done here 
you have done in goodwill and friend-
ship, meaning ill to none in this 
House and that is an important thing. 
Whenever we shall think of Spea-
kers, your name will always come up 
before us, first of all. And so all we 
can do now is to offer you our thanks 
and our congratulations on your 
period as a Speaker of this 
Parliament and to hope that you 
will continue to serve the cause that 
you have at heart and we have at 
heart for long years to come and to 
hope that your successor, whoever it 
might be, when the time comes for 
him also to retire trom that high 
office, would also carry the abund-
ance of goodwill such as you are do-
ing. So, on bebalf of this House, I 
wish to convey to you our good 
wishes for tbe future and our hope 
that you will be long spared to serve 
tbe country and to co-operate with 
us in Parliament or elsewhere in the 
great works We have undertaken. You 
have mentioned some of these in your 
closing remarks. They are no doubt 
very big tasks. The mere size of 
India makes whatever we do big. But 
what is more important is tAe quality 
of what we do and I believe that 
whether we may have erred or not 
now and then, we have aimed at 
quality and if We have Dot succeeded 

ia the full measure that we would 
like to succeed, we have succeeded 
in a fair measure and in the world 
as it is today that success is something 
to be proud of. So, we shall have 
with us your good wishes and if you 
are not sitting in that Chair 1 have 
an idea that your shadow ~ill be 
somewhere near ahout it, guiding us, 
and wherever you may be, you will be 
thinking of how the Lok Sabha is 
functioning. 

I hope, Sir, that these few words 
that I have said-they are simple 
words and I have not endeavoured to 
say anything in rich language-will 
convey to you th~ warmth of fe('1-
ing and warmth of heart that goes 
with it. not only of some of Us but of 
all of us here. And I hope that you 
will whatever high office- :;ou may 
adorn. keep the ideals you haVe had 
before you and train our people to 
live up to them. 

So, Mr. Speaker-perhaps for the 
last time I address you as Mr. Spea-
ker, it is rather sad. 

Every kind of parting has an 
element of sadness in it. It breaks 
continuity. As they say in a French, 
saying. to part is in a seDSe to die a 
little. We die. put an end to some-
thing, and so, in a sense, we are putt-
ing an end to a phase of our existence 
which has stood up because of your 
presence here as Speaker. 

We shall go on, of course, because 
men may come and men may go, but 
Parhaments and countries go on. That 
is how we have looked UpOD it. In-
dividuals count, but ultimately, it is 
not the individual but the nation or. 
the institution that counts. We shall 
go on, and others will come after us. 
But, I think. whoever may come after 
us will remember this period of our 
early years and you, our guiding 
spirit. Mr. Speaker. 
17.!%hrs. 

Mr. Speaker: The House is adjourn-
ed sine die. 

The Lok Sabha the" adjourned 
sine die. 




