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(Railways) 
demands entered in the second 
column thereof-

Demand Nos. I, 2, 7, II, 15 and 16." 

The motion was adopted. 

[The motions for Demands for 
Suppl-ementary Grants which were 
adopted by the Lok Sabha are repro_ 
duced below-Ed.] 

DEMAND No. I-RAILWAY BOARD 

"That a supplementary sum not 
exceeding Rs. 3,05,000 be granted 
to the Pres'dent to defray the 
charg-es which will come in COurse 
of payment du,ing the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1962, in 
respect of 'Railway Board'." 

DEMAND NO.2-MIscELLANEOUS 

EXPENDITURE 

"That a supplementary sum not 
exceeding Rs. 28,61,000 be granted 
to the Pres:dent to defray the 
chargzs which will come in course 
of payment during the year ending 
the 31 st day of March, 1962, in 
respect of 'Miscellaneous Expendi­
ture'." 

DEMAND NO.7-ORDINARY WORKING 
EXPENSES-OPERATION (FuEL) 

"That a supplementary sum not 
exceeding Rs. 4,91,32,000 be grant.. 
ed to the President to de­
fray the charges which will come 
in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 
1962, in respect of 'Ordinary 
Working Expenses-Operation 
(Fuel) '." 

DeMAND No. 9-ORDINARY WORKING 
ExPENSES- MIscELLANEOUS 

EXPENSES 

"That a supplementary sum not 
exceeding Rs. 3,02,25,000 be grant­
ed to the President to de­
fray th·e charges which wiII come 
in courge of payment durilng the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 
1962, in respect of 'Ordina:'y 
Working Expenses-Miscellaneous 
Expenses'." 

DEMAND No. 15--CONSTRUCTION or 
NEW LINES 

"That a supplementary sum not 
exceeding Rs, 3,00,000 be granted 
to thi! President to defray the 
charges which will come in course 
of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1962, in 
respect of 'Construction of New 
Lines'." 

DEMANo No. 16--0PEN LL'<E WORKS­
ADDITIONS 

"That a supplementary sum not 
exceeding Rs. 1,00,000 be granted 
to the Pres'dent to defray the 
charg·es which will come in course 
of payment ducing the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1962, in 
respect of 'Open Line Works­
Additions'." 

13,20 hrs, 

MA.TOR RA~LWAY ACCIDENTS 

Shri Rajendra Singh (Chapra): Mr. 
Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I beg to move: 

"That this House takes note of 
the statement made by the Minis­
ter of Railways in the House on 
th" 20th November, 1961 on major 
accidents which occurred recently." 

The day this Session began the hon, 
Minister of Railways made a state­
ment on three major accidents in 
which several lives were lost with a 
heavy heart. While initiating the 
debate on this matter I assure you 
that it is equally with a heavy heart 
that I am doing so, 

In the course of his statement the 
hon, Minister also recapitulated many 
steps that he decided to take at the 
time he assumed office and subsequent 
to that. A close perusal of the entire 
statement discloses that all the en_ 
deavours Or attempts that the hon. 
Minister or the Railway Board had 
made have proved an utter failure, 
The situation today remains what it 
was when his predecessor resigned, 
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When he S:lys that things may im­
prove I look at the matter with a 
dep sense of pessimism. I do not say 
that . these accidents in any way rf'_ 
fleet On the pe .sooality of the han. 
Minister or even on the 'administration 
of the Railway Board. But if a man 
of his stature, intelligence and imagi­
nation could not be able to improve 
the situation even to a significant eX_ 
teo:>t, what the future would be is diffi­
cult to envisage. 

The most painful thing in this re_ 
gard to my mind has been the state­
ment of the Chairman of the Railway 
Board. The Chairman is a man of 
science. To hear from a man of 
science that it has been his bad luck 
to have this series of accidents is pain_ 
ful in thoe sense that he has exhibited 
an unscientific attitude. Much as I 
deplore this attitude I would now like 
to proceed to tell you that the country 
is disconcerted at these three acci­
dents. Not only that, in fact the acci­
dents on the railways have been so 
numerous and pathetic from the point 
of view of property and time lost that 
it takes ooe's breath away and one 
wonden; how it will at all be a going 
concern. The figures which have been 
giv'2n to us by the hon. Minister in 
the course of his statement reveal that 
in one year there h!l.Ve been ..... . 

Shr; Shahnawaz Khan: Which year? 

Shri Rajendra Singh: I am talking 
of 1960-61. 

Even if you claim that there has 
been some reduction in the percentage 
of accidents, the fact remains that 
every day, according to this calcula­
tion, you are having more than 30 
accidents on your railways. 

An Hon. Member: Every day? 

Shri Rajendra Singh: Yes, 8.808 is 
the total number of accidents in one 
year. Divide it by the number of days 
and you will find the result. Similarly, 
if you calculate it in that manner you 
will find that on every three or. say, 
four miles to be exact of your railways 

you are having one accident. Look at it 
from any point of view. The situation 
is really pathetic and abnormal. 

The Minister of Railways (Shrl 
lagjivan Ram): What is the definition 
of an accident? 

Shri Rajendra Silll"h: I am coming 
to that. 

Sh.-i Tanpmani (Madurai): He is 
now talking ooly about major acci­
dents. There were about 1,500 minor 
accidents also. 

Shri Rajendra Singh: The han. 
Railway Minister neither at the time 
when the Budget i.s presented to this 
House nOr on any other occasion has 
taken the trouble of giving the real 
state of affairs. Although he has said 
in his statement that he presented to 
this House a review of the accidents 
which took place during the last 
twenty years, if you look at that pam­
phlet you will find that enough of 
shrewdness has been shown by the 
Railway Board in not disclosing the 
real state of affairs. For the benefit of 
this House I would like to read out 
the exten t, the 1.~u1!lber and the types 
of accidents which will reveal the true 
and actual state of affairs. To that 
extent I would beg of your indulgence. 
Please let me read out the different 
type of accidents which have happen­
ed a'ld are happening with a venge­
ance on the railways. 

During the last six months there had 
been 1,883 accidents. The break-up of 
these accid'ents is as follows:-

"The break-up of the accidents 
which took place during April_ 
September this year shows that 
there were 61 collisions, 763 de­
railments. 37 ave:"ted collisioos, 70 
cases of trains ignoring danger 
signals. 30 b",aches of block rules, 
787 instances of trains parting and 
135 instances of fires in train&. 
While it is true that a considerable 
number of these accidents was in 
the nature of minor mishaps the 
rest not less numerous were po_ 
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tential major disasters. Though 
there has been a small decrease in 
the number of fires in trains, the 
number of train accidents has in­
creased in all zones. The rise in 
the number of accidents can be 
traced in the main to more cases 
of train partings ...... .. 

I want to underline it. 

" ...... as well as trains passing 
signals at danger." Two aspects are 
there, namely, mechanical failure 
when the train parts and very serious 
negligence of duty on the part of the 
individual or a set of individuals con_ 
serned when they take or allow to 
take the train against signals. Then it 
says: 

"The category causing the 
greatest anxiety is train derail­
ment particularly mid..section de­
raHmen ts." 

Most of all, one thing which cannot 
lead to any reasonable squaring up is 
the mid-section derailment. The hon. 
Hinister, or for that matter the Board, 
might say that this is because of the 
weak track or because of some defect 
in the rolling stock. That might be 
so. But when the hon, Minister 
assumed office he assured this House 
that all possible steps would be taken 
to improve the equipment· of all varie­
ties, types and nature. I want to 
know what steps have been taken to 
see that the equipment was improved. 
I fear he might say a lot of things. But 
so far as results are concerned. we feel 
and are convinced that no improve­
ment has so far taken place. One argu­
ment that he might advance is that 
there is rapid development of the 
railways allover the country. That is 
as it should be. But, none-the_less, 
safety cannot be ignored. This can 
"ever be an eXcuse to tell the country 
ihat since development works are 
going on, therefore, the country should 
be prepared to suffer losses in life and 
suffer loses in property. That cannot 
he an argument in an age when 
science and reason are predominant. 
Ta that extent I teal that the Railway 

Board has not functioned with a sense 
of efficiency and responsibility whim 
it should have. 

It is again a regrettable fact that the 
Railway takes all possible care to hide 
away from the sight of the general 
public all these accidents. If they fail, 
then, they try to minimise them. Just 
I am quoting the figure for six months. 
One thousand eight hundred and 
eighty three accidents took place from 
April to September this year. The law 
is that as son as an accident takes 
place, within three months, an en_ 
quiry report should be submitted to 
the Board. Now, 60 per cent of the 
cases have not yet been covered by 
the Inspector's report. Final reports 
have not yet been given. Things are 
lingering on. There is a basic defect 
in the Inspector's enquiry. The Ins­
pector does not have the power to call 
witnesses and to cross-examine them. 
No enquiry-whether judicial or quasi­
ju'dicial or technical~anbe possible or 
can be adequate or can ,be acceptable 
to a reasonable man unless the en­
quiring man has the power to do all 
that a Jlldge has the power to do. All 
these reports, whatever be their find­
ings, are full of doubts and full of de­
fects. The manner in which the en­
quiry IS conducted and the final re­
ports that are given to us are such 
that that they take away from the 
sight of the actual state of affairs and 
to that extent, I think, we remain 
ign'orant of what is happening. 

There is another aspect of it. It 
has been whispered sometimes very 
loudly, that quite a few of the acci­
dents are because of sabotage. Well, 
Sir, I know a bit of the railways, and 
I do not think that there is any 
reasonable evidence to support it. 
Even suppose you admit it for a 
minute as a hypothesis, the Railway 
Minister, at the very outset, when hI' 
assumed office, said that he has {)ut­
lined certain measures which in 
collaboration with the respective 
States he wanted to be taken so that 
sabotage could be detected, minimised 
and if possible, stamped out But, Sir, 
with what results? I have not eome 



Ma;or DECEMBER 2, 1961 

[Shri Rejendra Singh] 

acro~ubject to correction by the 
Minister and his Board-a single case 
of derailment, other than the report 
of the Inspector, proved to be the 
result of sabotage by many judicial 
body or by even intelligence. Railway 
disaster is a great matter. It is much 
more than a case of an individual 
homicide. If homicide cases could be 
detected and the offender could be 
brought to book, is it not thinkable 
or believa:'le that sabotage, not in one 
case, but all over the country, could 
not be detected? The fact is, there 
is nothing to be detected. If the Rail­
way does not find any other excuse 
or cannot hide its own faults or its 
failures and shortcomings, they jump 
on one proposition that there has been 
sabotage. One example is Ghatsila. 
The Minister is smiling. Of course, 
you will have your turn. Why are 
you smiling at me? I am saying what 
my feelings are and my feelings are 
shared by a large number of millions 
in this country. 

:\Ir. Deputy-Speaker: Why should 
he object to a smile, because it is 
innocent? 

Shri Rajendra Singh: I am not 
objecting. 

Shri Jagjivan Ram: I am not inter­
fering. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He feels that 
even a smile would interfere. 

Shri Rajendra Singh: 
object .... 

cannot 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Instead of 
',oticing him smile, the hon. Member 
should look at me. 

Shri Rajendra Singh: There is 
Ghatsila. I had a number of talks 
with people who had been on that ill-
fated train. They told me-thiS is 
something on which you have to 
depend. I have not got the papers at 
the moment before me. I can vouch­
safe what I am saying. In the 
Calcutta, the papers, Amrita Bazar 

Patrilca and Statesman, many of the 
people who had been travelling iD 
that train, came out with statements 
and Letters to the Editor that the fish 
plates which were not found in the 
track were found inside some of the 
carriages and they told us that it is 
not a case of sabotage. It was just a 
case of negligence, because, if I am 
not very wrong--subject, again, to 
correction,-half an hour before . . 

Some 
minutes. 

Hon. Members: Fifteen 

Shri Rajendra SiDgh: .... fifteen 
minutes before the train met with the 
accident, another train had passed 
smoothly and safely over the track. 
Within fifteen minutes, a miscreant 
would come and take away the fish 
plate, and derail the train-is it 
believable? 

Then, again. d2-~'ai lmcilt must be a 
purposeful derailment, must have a 
certai" me:ming. What eQuId be the 
meaning? The m0aning could be loot. 
The meaning could be venge:lnce. 
Meani"g could be wreaking certain 
natio""l revenge. For example, some­
body may be an agent of some country 
hostile to us and they would try to 
put us to loss. I have not come across 
even a single instance where such a 
thing could be supported by evidence. 
Then, when the train was derailed, 
there would have been looting. I am 
told that for fourteen hours, the 
rescue party Or the medical party and 
those things which are needed on such 
an occasion, could not go to the spot. 

Shri Jagjlvan Ram: Fourteen hours? 

Sh~i Rajendra Singh: That is what 
am told; again, you will correct me. 

They did not go there for at least a 
few hours. When there is a mid­
section derailment, news has to go to 
a bigger station, a breakdown van has 
to be brought and it takes time. If 
there had been a case of sabotage 
with the purpose of looting the pas­
sengers, there would have been such 
accidents. No such accident has so 
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far been reported. Similarly, when, 
elsewhere, it is said that at Katihar 
there have been cases of sabotage, 1 
take it with a ton of salt-not with 
a pinch of salt but with a ton of salt. 
I refuse rather to believe everything 
that the Railway Board would like us 
ttl believe. It is really a serious 
matter. 

There are all types of accidents­
not one type of accident, but all types 
of accidents-sometimes, coupling 
giving way, etc. The most surprising 
thing is which takes one's breath 
away is that a few days before, the 
Railway Minister's own coach caught 
tire. If the Minister's saloon can catch 
fire, then what to speak of the carriage 
in which a poor man like me travels? 

J\lr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. 
Member's saloon would go all right. It 
would not be touched. It is only the 
Minister's car which would be touched. 

Shri Rajendra Singh: I am coming 
to that, and I shall point out what 
the difference is. The Minister's 
saloon is something which does not 
move constantly; it moves only when 
a very high officer or a Minister has 
to:> go from one place to another. So, 
its life is very much preserved. 
Further, whenever it is to go on the 
line, many checks are made. If, after 
all th~se checkings, axle tire takes 
place, then, can it be' denied that it is 
because of the sheer negligence on the 
part of the railways, whosoever it 
may be? It does not matter whether 
the person concerned is an ordinary 
employee or an officer; both of them 
",." equally responsible. If this kind 
of thing happens with the Railway 
Minister's car, then I do not know 
what will happen to the ordinary cars 
·or carriages. 

have COme across several 
employees who have told me that the 
train examiners who are responsible 
for checking the wheel, the tyre, axle 
etc. and seeing whether they are in 
o"aer, are not given enough time to 
check the carriages, with the. result 
that the carnages roll on and on, . at 

the mercy of God, and when God wills 
otherwise, there is an accident. This 
Is not the way in which such a huge 
organisation which has taken upOB 
Itself such a tremendous responsibili17 
of carrying people safely from one 
place to another should behave. 

About a month before, I was cornine 
in a 'crack' train, and the train came 
to a halt at the outer signal at DobaeL 
It stopped there for fifteen minutes, 
and it was then about to berth itself 
at the station, when it collided 
against an empty engine. What are 
we to call it? 

Shri D. C. Sharma (Gurdaspur): 
Was my hon. friend there? 

8hri Rajendra Singh: Unless it 
collides against my hon. friend's head, 
he cannot understand it. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: That will be 
a head -on collision. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Heads should 
not collide against one another at 
least here. 

Shrl Nath Pal: Head-on collisions 
are very dangerous. 

Shri Rajendra Singh: The point that 
I am driving at is that such colossal 
negligence cannot be excused. My 
information is that the Railway Board 
are ignoring it. If that is the case, I 
do not know to what extent they will 
carry us to our tinal extinction. 

Having said all these things, I would 
like to make a few suggestions. These 
are the things, bad as they are, but. 
after all, human efforts must be put 
forth to redeem and fo improve. 
According to me, the tirst thing that 
the Railway Minister has to do is to 
order at once a judicial enquiry. 
Whatever be the extent of the acci­
dent, whether it be a goods train 
accident or a passenger trains acci­
dent, it should be reported to the 
people at large, or throughout the 
country, and judicial enquiries should 
be made with full right to the pre­

. siding officer of the enquiry to call fw 
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any witnesses, to call for records, and 
. to report not to the Railway Board 
first but to Parliament; I· want that 
such reports should be made avail­
able to Parliament first, and then only 
they should go out elsewhere. Unless 
thi& kind of thing is done by the hon . 

. Minister, the Railway Board cannot be 
inspired, and cannot be whipped into 
the proper attitude. This is my first 
suggestion. 

My second suggestion is that when­
ever there is even an averted acci­
dent, whosoever is responsible, 
whether he be a locoman, or a man 
in the loco-shed, or a man on the car 
Or the man who has been deputed to 
check or the man somewhere higher 
up, should be dealt with mercilessly. 
One of the correspondents of a news­
paper-I do not vouchsafe for what 
he says; I do not vouchsafe for its 
accuracy-says that many of the 
offenders have not only not been pro­
perly dealt with, but have been 
excused. If such sort of encourage­
ment is given to the employees, I do 
not know what will happen. 1 have 
my sympathies for the urges of the 
employees, but none-the-Iess, the life 
of the nation, the property of thp 
nation, and the safety of the travelling 
public are far more important than 
the grievance of this section or thai 
section of the railway employees. It 
is from that point of view that I wish 
that deterrent punishment should be 
meted out. 

The han. Minister has said in his 
statement that he has a measure to 
educate the people. I am not aware 
of what measure of education he has 
devised and how it is being inj ected 
into the minds of the railwaymen 
wherever they may be in the hier­
archy. According to me, there is no 
such thing. 

Therefore, 1 want that there should 
·be swift and deterrent punishment; 
even before the report of the inspec­
tor or the report of the judicial 
enquiry is out, such men should be 
~hed and til",. should be given .. 

much punishment as is possible within 
the framework of the railway rules. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon, 
Member wants that even before the 
report is out, the punishment should 
be given? 

Shri Rajendra Singh: What 1 mean 
is that the man must be suspended. 
Otherwise, it becomes very difficult. 
Supposing, I am out of this House, 
and a man comes and says that Shri 
Rajendra Singh has committed murder, 
then, before I am ... 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. 
Member wants that the punishment 
should be given before the guilt is 
proved? 

8hri Rajendra Singh: What 1 am 
saying is that the man must be sus­
pended. 1 say that the punishment 
should be within the framework of 
the rules. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Supposing the 
man commits murder and he is 
executed straightway, then of what 
benefit would the enquiry be? 

Shri Rajendra Singh: Excuse me, 
Sir. You have not cared to listen to 
the full sentence. 1 have only said 
that the punishment possible within 
the framework of the rules should be 
given, I do not say that the punish­
ment outside the rule should be given. 

8hri S. M. Banerjee: He may be 
released on bail later on. 

8hri Rajendra Singh: There is nO 
question of bail here. 

8hri Vajpayee (Balrampur): There 
should be summary trial. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. 
Member's time is up. He has already 
taken about half an hour. 

Shri Rajendra Sinch: Have 11 
Then, I would conclude in a minute. 

I feel that at least in the matter of 
enauring safe travel for the pasaen-
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1&8, and in ensuring the safety of 
the railway properties, the Railway 
Board and the Railway Minister have 
severally and jointly failed and failed 
miserably. I do not think that any 
word would be strong enough to pull 
them up. Swift action is needed. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Motion moved: 

"That this House takes note of 
the statement made by the Minis-
ter of Railways in the House on 
the 20th November, 1961, on major 
accidents which occurred 
recently." 

The hon. Mover has already taken 
about half an hour. I believe the 
hon. Minister also would require about 
half an hour. 

Shri lagjivan Ram: Yes. 

Shr; Natb Pal (Rajapur): It is our 
turn to discuss; his is to look after the 
safety of passengers, ,and to avert acci­
dents. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Do hon. 
Members not want a reply from the 
Minister? 

Shri Natb Pal: We want him to 
prevent the accidents. 

ShrlS. M. Banerjee (Kanpur): We 
want the reply also. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The reply 
would take about half an hour. So, 
we have got only one hour left for 
those who want to participate in the 
discussion. May I know how many 
Members are desirous of speaking? I 
find that there are eight Members 
who want to speak. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: At least those 
wh have tabled the motion may be 
«iven a ch,ance. 

Shri Vajpayee: I have an amend­
ment also to this motion. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I believe the 
hon. Member 8hri Vajpayee also 
wOIlld like to speak. 

So, we have 60 minutes to be 
dil'ided between eight MemberS; so, 
each 'Member can take 7 minutf'8. 

Shri Vajpayee may move his amend­
ment now. He may take about ten 
minutes. 
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~ ~ f"" .. ~ ~ ~ lfTifT ;;rr ~ 
~ ? 

00 C(*i[;q 'foT !~ifT ~ qft if 
'I>~ ;;rrdT ~ f'l> ~ CI'i~ 'fi[~ <fi"T 'lhurTIf 

~ m<: ~ ;r, fori{ ll'fI1l:T ,,1 ;;rr('lT ~ m~ 
~~:r<m: 'li"T I ~ mcrr ~ f'I; 'toro1 
~l'fn m~ ~ #i1'imr ~ ~, .<rQ ~ii 
~'h: 'fiI'qf~if flIT~ ;r, ~ I li 
~T ifl'l"ffi"~. if>QiIT t:TWfT ~ f'I; ~ 
~ ~B"'( if;rr<'!<l" 'i ~<iimr ~, 
if>cror ~T m"TR 'I<: «"if 'li"T fu:M ifiT 
& ~ 'Ii"~;;rr B"'Ii"Cff I ~T Cf'I> 
m w ~;'f ~ ~ ifCf<'lTlIT 

~ f'I; ~rf'-'R CI~ "'r~ ~ ~ ~ 
'flIT .·H I '3'{f ~ if nr ~ ~ aT~ 
~ 'ffT 'li'r{ ~~ ~ ~ I ~, 
~"! Cl'fT 'I>T'llil<: 'foT «')1:rr ;r, fif'f.C nrr-r 
;r, ~ if (i)~ q;r~ 'li"T 'l>ri:~ g{ ~ I 
f;rif if ~<li \'f'(~T q;: ~ ~ ~;m:ur 

~Wfi"('IT~ I ~;nrl!;hif~Q"<: f'I; 
<:RrT tl;~shT 'li"T ~~ g{ if>~ ""~ 
~ 'l>T;ffiq1{ ~'1T, 1<<T 1I'Ii"R . 'l>T 
~~ij;~ ;m:ur~~, ~'h:~~ 

~ m- li ~ lI'lfT ~T i i!ij'lT f.I; ~ 
t~ F\"<tm: if>T M! ~T if><: 
~ ij; Ifif if ;;it ~ ~~ ~r ~ ~ 
~~~ ~ I '3'if'!iti<:if>~'Ii"T 
,if>"~T~~ f'I;~~ lIft~ 
fi!;«T ~ 'f>1i ~ ij; ilRT...m ~ I 
B"lIT'im: If5iT if ~ ~ if>"1" ifffl ~T ~ 
f'I; ~ 'l>T iIT<f ifiT lITiJ;'( ij; ~ ~ 
d"1JI<: ;;if ~. I Ii ",," ~ if ~T 
~Wl~~ ~~ira~~ 
~ ~ 'l>T iITCI 'f.l( 'I><: m<T l'f;qT ~ 
<flllGTif ~ 'I><: ,,~ I wn: CI~ 
'fi~ gt ~ ~r ~ ;r 'li"T? ~ ~ $ 
'fliT ~H? ~1" lfT ~ if; oR ~ ~ 
~ ~('fT ~ f'I; ~ ~ <l~ 
q;~ 'l>r 'l"RvrTlf ~, ~'lfT s.,," 'I<: momr 
if>"VIT ~+llq ~ ~i'1T I 

li ~ If'l" "" llif1J.<:T ;r, f.r!;c ~1 
~ g{ ~ ~ ~ m if wf.l f'ffi<: 
"lI'fi""C 'Ii"VIT ~ ~ I li if ~cm>-lor 
q<: ;;rr 'I><: 't m ~~ '3ff"if'f."RT 1I rt{T '1ft 
~, l{ ~ mil; mfuT ~"+IT ~.~ 'fTC! 'li"T 
~ I ~ '3f'i ~cifT [{ ~ ~ ~ 'li"R1If 
~IJI" ~ ~ fiF 'tw1T9T if;;,-~ ~ 'if<'!" 
~hT ~'h: m-if;rT ~T ~ ~ f'I; f.rmr-
~R ~ 0 lffor if>T ,-'RIR ~ 
~ . .,f;rif -fr ~ 'if<'fifT ~ ~:rr I 

'3'if~~~f'I;~~~~'if<'!"~T~ 
~'3'ifif~~lf"l?:sr'Ii"Cifl?:T~ 
f'I; ~T <t;;r ~ {r 'if<'!" ~1" f:!1" I 

~ Cf'I> In:T ~T ~,~'h: li i'i ~ 
~T ~ ifm '<fur 'IR if; 'l<TT "f'lrn 

~,~ Cf'I> ira wprTif ~, m- ~T ~";( 
liTor srm '<R: 'li"T ~ {r 'if<'!" ~1" '1T I 

f~ ~ {i m-~T ~T, wn: m<T ~ 
~ ~ 0fIlT!f f'I; ~. 'f{~ q;: ~T 

~ ~'qT, ~ ~ ~~;fi ~'h: 
~ if~ 'fl(t ~'<liC1" efT m<f 'f.f ..-n:T 
arre' ~ ~T ~IJT I ~ ~CifT 
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m:r'T ~ ~ If': ~ ~ 1If'T, ;ft~ if 
~1If'T I ~~r.:r ~~crr~f.!; 
~ ~ ~~ trJr ~ ~o:;f<'f ~ 
1f'T ffi iflif ~ ... ~'T vtT I 1II~ ~ lfTi't' 

f<m ~ f.!; ~ a'ffi If'T<'f ~'T ~ 
~ ~ ~'T 1If'T aT W ~ ~ 1If'T? 
<flfT l:"f ~'T ... ! 1If'T? f.!;a,,'T k 1If'T ? 
<flfT;~ ~T ~ ~ fJ1IT lifT f.!; 
~'T ~~~"I~~I 

13.58 hr8. 

[SHRI JAGANATHA !lAo in the Chair] 

l:~T~ ~T ~ ~,l{~ Wf ~ 'l'[T 
<mf 'f'T lifT i1fR ;j~ ~ f.!; l:'"1rr~T 
~h ~ ~ ~ "lor ~T 'iTt for," 'I'Rf 

~;o'fT gi ~ ~ '!I'T'if 'fffi .ihTT if ~Tlf ~;l 
"'r<'f 011'1" m 'f'\((t ~. fl; ~ ~T ~i;r 
~-::qm'il''iT~~T'.ft I ~~ 
,!ffrfq;,::T 'f'T +n=<I~ ~, '..l1f{ ~<: 
~T '1"~T if ;lo<t~. iI;IR lIQ ~ CiTff 
'1fT'" -srft;.q~ if; ~ ~ "'lTGT ihr..-.mT 
~ (iT q-~ff if; f ... it lIQ 'l~"fr.filT <rn;if 

~1 ~ f.!; ~ ~T 'IScf <tor "A <:l!T ~ I 
~ ~ l:<f ~T ~ £~ gO: <IT'lT ~~~ 
~. f.!; l:<f ~T ~ <:'Rm: .r if@ ~ <:l!T 
'iT t ~,,<: lIQ 1fTif liT f<'fllT ~f"If f.!; 
~ ~<f <:l!T lifT CIT 'f<fT ~<f <:l!T~? fq;,:: 
t·'! l{"1T ;;ff lIQ ~ ~. f'f' ~'l<: ~ i<f; 
.;;mm t li' ~ifT ~ ~ f.f, iOF 'f7if 
;;mm 'l"llT ? m n, lfT'f 'l<: ;i,"{ 'TNT 

q~ ~ '!"{ lifT? 'T'hf ~ ~){ nrorT 
~ 'l"llT , .m il~ lIT ,!"{, ~ >in: 
~ i!><: ;qT 'l"llT lfT'f if? flfi<: ~~<: 
'!iT iifi ~ ~'T ~~ 'Iti'f ~T? 

lIQf 'l<: ~o ~o eTo ~ ~T 
~ '1ft '!"{ t m" lIQ <mf ~ if@ 
~ f.!; ~ ~ {f.r;r 'l<: ~ ~ It " 
<flIT ~ ~ ffi w-rT ~ ~ if@ 
~~'T ? ;;it lTl'l<: ~ ~~ i!i'T 
~ ~ ~., ll· ;J Wf i <mf 'ifur '1>1', ifR 

~ ~ f.!; ~ ~ ~ ~ iifi <'f1lT"Ift 

~ ~, ~N 11& ~ ~ ~ f.!; ~~ 
~ {r i<f; IAl <'!1lTlIT 'l"llT, ~ WI<: lIQ 
lfl'i lI't ft;m ~ f.!; ~ ~ {r iifi 
<'PIT ~ 'l"llT, aT 1ft w-r'T ~ 
~;k;rr ~ 'fiT ~ ;rnur ~ ~ I 
ll· ~ f.!; ~ iPr'T urT ~ ~T 'R 

wmre~1 mW<fT~~~ 
~ ~ f.!; ~T ~~ <:'im: (; ~ ~'T 
lifT, Jm-<: ~ .~ <'f1lT fGllT ~R ~'T 
'fZl:T If': i ";3"CR ~ W ~T I ~ 
fiii'/if if t<'f iPrT ~T 'f'T 'I'ffiO!j" i;r .if 
'R ST<mr ~ mrcrr I m ~<: 
~T ~r..- 'l<: ~ op:if; ~ ~1 ~o 
mt 

14 hrs. 

li' ~ m "ITif'IT • f.!; w ~ 
~if@~f.!;~~i!i'T~'!iT 
~<:'I<m:i.t~if;~~ 
f.!;lrr ~ ~ ? ~ ~ m i<rm 
'iI<'RIT ~ f.f; ~ i!i'T ~ <mf if; 1m!; 
~f~;;rm~f.f;~~i!i'T~ 
<:'I<m: i.t ~ ~ ~ li· ~ ~ I:fIl!m 
m ~ ~ f.!; f;rn" if ~ ~~ if; 
fumq; ~ ~ 'l>'T '!"{ f~ ~ 
~k~~vtTl~~'l"llTf.f;~ 
<:'I<m: i.t ~ m ~ ;f ~ f.f; li'. ¥.T 
~ 'l"llT ~, li' ~ <:'I<m: i.t if@ ~ GIl 

~crr ~ irtt ~ if if@ ~ m ;rn 

mof ~ if; ft.<r.rrq; ~ '1ft ~ I 
WI<: 1IT'l ~ ~ i!i'T ~ 
~~f.f;~~ifi't~<:'I<m: 
~ :qmif aT fin<: ~ ~ if@ if'iIT 

GIl ~ I 

Ii· ~ m "ITif'IT • f.f; w ~ 
~ ~ ~ fi!; ~ ~ fire" ~ 'R ...,. 

W'n~~~w.f~lfiTmrr~ 
~ ~ tit I ~ ~ to m'6 '1ft "'" 
;;r;rfi!; ~ ~ if; ~ iF 1m!; r~~ 
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[Ili\"~] 

~ <tt t-F ~;ft ~ I iflfT ~ iIrn 
~ 'fflT "f1TTlfT ifllT ~ ~ ~ ~'fi <tt 
il"'Ii ~'~ ~ <tt ~ ¥it I IJ:f 'fflT 'fffi' 

~f'fiftt~crRmi'f~~~q;: 

~'fi ~ ~ f<!.<rr lM ~ I ~ 
~'fi ~ ~ if; iIm ~ <tt W'f 
iff" <tt 00 ~, q;: ~ fim~ ~ m<'f 
~ ~ <tt ~ ¥:ft I ito ~o if;f ~ 
'llT~71'fq;:'fii:l!il:A~~~ I 
1{ l{-;f, ;;;rf ~ ~ • f'fi ~ iflfT 

~? m.:<IR~~¥:ft<IT~'foT 
\1T ~ 11m tT<lT ;:r~ if; ~ q;: mu 
~ 'll'f 'Ii<: 't<;;i 1'flft ~ 't1<i ~ 
~~~~~~I 

~'3fr,4' ~~~ 
R' ~ WR ~f ~;;r ~ ~ 'ffl ~ ¥it 
~ ~ 'fiT i'fi <'rTAT 'IT <IT ~ 
~ ~ 'l1ORT ~ f'fi ~ ~ 
~'IT~WR~'fiTi'fi~ 
~ tf~r if; <fu- ~ ~ If,~ ~ 
~ if; m ~ <tt mmr ~f <IT 
~ ~ 'fOIft if ~ 'flI1fif; ~ "1ft 
~ ~ "flif <tt ~ m'l'if <tt "flif 
'fiT f<Rrr fitiij- iflTl: ~ ~ ~ ~ 
!11m: ~ ;rq ~ i'fi wrr-l ~ ~ if; 
;r.g ~ if;f ~ ~ <IT ;wr<: 
~ 'lit "flif ~ ~ I 

-4' ~ +it ~ ~tf1 f'fi iflfT 

~ ~if; q;: ~ ~ ;;n;f ~ ~ ~ 
~ fulfiTl«f ~ 'fiT ¥it f'fi ~ ~ 'Ii iT'fi" 
~~,~it~~'foTwt~~ 
~ I 'q1"f "fiT m:or <IT ~ ~ m:<'r ~ f'fi 
~m ~ ~ ~ <tt ii<ft I l!1R "i ~ cfR ~ 'fflT i'ftf1 ~ f'fi ~ ~ 
;tt~~~:t'l>'\'''fl~ 
;t\'t ~ ~ '1ft ~, ~'fi '1ft ~ 
~~<tt~.rR~"fiT~~ 
tfil;~~~~qrii<ftl 

1l ~ "1ft ~ • ~ iflfT ~ 
~ ~ ~ f'fi ~;;r;ff if; <!;or ~' <tt ?:.~ 
n:m ~ 'fir ;;ncrf I iflfT ~ ~ ~1 ~ 
f'fim-~~~~f~ ;;n~~~ 

iflfT ~ ~ ~ ~ f'fi WR ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~m l;fUif ~ 
li' ~ 'lit ~ ~ ;m;tf1 <IT ~ if; ~ 
"fiTt<nf <tt ;;nffi" ~ I ~ 1fl<11f ~ f'fi 
~ ~ 'fiT i)Jl- fri;f~ tf;;r;r if;r 
~ lji(;f if; ft:rl 'QR ~ if ~ ~ 

if; m 'frof~~ ~m ifllT I 

~~mf:-4~~'fi't" 
~., 

11ft ~qli\' : li ~ 1fTlffi 'fiT ~To:r 

if; ~ ~tf1 I 

~ ~o ~o ~ : it~r f~'fiTl«f 

~ ~ I 

~~:1l~~'IiT 
~~~'WOit~1ft1r~fif;­
~ ~ ~ <tt mrmrf ~ if;r 
~I~<tt~~m~ 
if; ~ 1'f~ ~ ~ 9;jf~'fiT<:f 'fiT 
~ ~ it <t1IT ~ ~ 'fiT ~ ~ 
'Ii<: ti'li'<'fr I 

-4 ;f <:f'ifr ~ if; ~ it ~ 
~lfiW~~~if;mit"lft~ 
<tt ~ ~f iI"Rf ~ ; ~'fiif ~ ~c;;rr 
if;~it'ilT~~~~<rifit 
~nq;:-4'fi'il:~~f'fi~~ 
~ 'fiT fu,qr;t '1ft ~ 'Ii<: ~ ~ I 
~ iIrn ~T if; m1A' ~ o;n;f m 
~~~~~'fT'ifq;:~ 
m'I"fT 'if~ ~ I ~ lro f~ ~ 
fiI;~0'Ii~1I'1'1ffl..rr~~ 
~ jfrift ~ ~ ...reT if; ;itq;r 
it; m'f ~ m if; wr.r m- ~ 
'f@ ~ ~6T • 
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~T itt fl:r.f ...n ~ ~ ~ 'IiW 
f~ P.{T ~ ~ ~f nu f~~ ~ 
~ ij; \1<{~ ~r ;q-t~ m 
~ ~ <RflfR 't;r li;rf 'iff <!iJ1T q"Jf 

i I ~ ;;.:r ~ ~T mm ;;@ ~, lMN 
~ <!iJ1T 'I"lf ~ 'liT ~ ~ ~~ 'iAT'f 

m~~ I f"l"~~l!1T~~(tf~ 
f~!fT on :m ~ ~~ 'T!fT on f~ ~ 
~ <1~ff'lfT ~ 'ili<llf Of>""{ ~ 

~ ~R ~ 'liT f""T 'Tier 11m on I ~ 
~ ~ li'lfT ;iT ;f ~ if ~ ll:T if>\: 
~ on: 

"I do teel, from constitutional 
propriety. that we should set an 
example in this matter." 

OTrf'fT "I"T ~ «IT'T'r'f ~!fT 'if ~T 11m f'il 
~ ';;",~r '3".:rft><~ 'il': 7~ ~, <l~ 
~, [if 11'''1'T :;ff ~ 'il~ ~ T fit; ~ lTf'll ;ili fit;"fT 

'I" ~ ~c: "I"A- if,- f<'lT( GllfiFiiJ<! ""1 If 
f:;-<lr m ~ ~ I 1l ;;n;r.rr ~m fiI; 

;q-" if ""i<fi'i'lJTc~ ~t 'Tiff, ~ 
11''1T '3"1. :o~,,"l 'fiT ;q-'j,'l!'R if1ii ~1 
<fmf W1't srmr'f ~h: t<'f'f 'fOlfiflfuft 
~T 'il~ih<ff it f<'lT( .m: 'nfttit 'fiT 

f"i~T ~ ~N f('f<'fi'!T~ 'il':'r if, f;p:; I 
t<'f'f 11''1T "I"T ~ f'<;fo; >r>l!T'fOf'l'!> m'IT 
~~r ~ fof; if ~ ~ ~'f't '1G ~. ~. '10[ 

~ ~. ~h: ~ ~ ~ S:'f ~i''fT1ii 'f.T 

~~;;m1 ~'i'f 'f.T ~r ~ I 

~ "0 fij~ ~~ (:;fiT1ih:) : 
~lfrrfi:'T l1<fi~, lfT'fifT<l torif 11',)[T ~~i~ 

~ t orif ;;'<f c.rJl1t ~ <ITt it W1'fT 'f'RlO!f 

f ~lrr ~ I .q- ~ 'lfGi[ ~:.: '1 'ilT "'fT'f ~ 
t<'l'i ~1~ "'T ~-i,{ f~iIT ~ ~ 
~,' f'f. Z '( ;q-~~"'{ ~ ~ t t. 9 'lfi lfHri", 
~h: ~;r~r ~ ~T~ ~H<l ~ m it 
~trr I H if; ~~ ~. it JJ:'f. '10[ lWTifill 
11''lfT "1"1 ",~. f;;mr, JJ:'" 'I"lf ~;; ~ 

<i;i ~ ft:Arr .m: ~ q"Jf "I"~~ .q.~, 
~-a-q ~c:~ ~, 'If; ~ I lj it ~ ~ 

~ ~ ifT fit; ~'ftftic: ~.'t if; ~ 
'(~ ".{~ ~ 1!~ ~ ~ ~r ~T 
~T I ~ '1"'{ ~TftI;{f <ir 0J"Rf ~ ~ 
fuo; nr« ~ m ~ tl<rT trr ;;"« if; 
~ ifi!T if; ~~ IITm" ~~ tl~ ~ I 

~T;;@W'fif;~~~'llT 
ilcr.rr ~ t fit; l!mm ~ ~ 
~"I"~ if ~R ~ <it ~1<'1-:rr.m: 'fi~ 
it WilT Il:'fi ~T ~r't 't. <mt .m: ~ 
~ 'fiT 'if'fiJT 'f.T ~'il iilfM ~i't if; ;mt 
~h: ~r f:Slj~T ~ 'f<'I ~T ~ ~ 
'116- lru 'f.(\~ l[t 11m "iT I l!mm ;;filf 
'Trf~lif ~i 'if<lT ~iIT ~6- ¥) ~ ~it 
~"I"TR3l[T ~ ~ I ~. it .m: itt ~~. W<f 

f'lflif1 it '3"'1 ii ~r<IT fiI; ~ ~'1i?: 
g~T rn ~ .m: 'TOfiT l[1 'ifr<IT ~1 ~ I 

li· f'f<f~'f 'f."'{'fT ~ ~ fiI; ~ '( 
~<I""{ ~1 u:~rn=c: ~m;q-R ~ ~ iJr"'{m 
ir ~ 0 ri m,T if 'Tlft if~ ~ ;;mI1 ~ 
fir -ilm'!"'{ ii; f<;fQ: I it lfR'11<r 11"IT lIif ~ 
~. srrlfiIT ~m fit; ~ ~T ~'t'ilm Of> ~ 
'l;!R ~ fiI; ~T ~ '<ri'i OTmli'i 'TlfT I 
"I"'f if;;rf.p:r<:: ~ '1"'{ l'f~ ~ ""6~i~ ii'f,j; 

'f"'{ ifiJrlfT fiI; r;~T ~" <ir l[T £, ri, MR 
:.nrif. <TT~ t ri U, ii JfiiM'r fin<: "'~ 
iIlG ~ <Iif Ui:'T ~r <::T~ '1Q f(·i!3·i! 
~ ~ ~<'ffq;t'f <n: <mr 'f."'{;rT 'ifTl[T 
,<ll1f~ ~;;"'I" ~i fftffff <RAT ~ ¥) I 
~'f '3"'1 ~ iifT(f 'f.~ 'liT 'q"iffi"'{ ~w.r;; 

~ it ~~ fro I 'q"1'f ~T'f.T<f 
if.'{ii ff i W'f <i i ~T ilia" 'f.T «'1T{ 'fiT !fflT 

OTr,m I 4' W'f ~ .q;;f 'fi<:ifT 'O"~ ~ fit; 

~ ~ it ~ JJ:'f. 'liT 'f.kc<r ii 'ifmT ~ fit; 
~T ~ ;;r~ orflft 'f.l ~ ~T 
m~ 1~~~if,,¥~T~~ 
~'fT ~ ~R ~ ~=I~ 'liT 9u ll'll: 
'iT<'r~ 'f."'{ifT ~ I ij;m ;;@ ~f'!T ~ 
f'f. itm ~ ~ fG<rr "I"ra fit; i;f Ttl !qR 

~ ~ 1l{~~fiI;~u..rr'1"'{ 
. w.=rr mfT ~ if; 11'mIli ;f.r ~ ~ 
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[~ q-o mo ~''''"] 
'Iii ~ ~ if; ~ ~ w.rr ~ 
~ f~ 'for ~ 'fi': 'IiGll' ~;;rr 

"frf~ I 'fR l{"If<'1""lT ;;roT miT mm ~ ~T 
~q ~'lT ~ f.f; 'fiW <I'Ii ll1l: ,if\;;! 
ti~ ~ I ~<r it ~~ 'OiT'lT "Ai<: ~ '1( WAT 
il:T'ffil 'lit ~ .q WlWIT ~ ~ if; 
'if'fR it ~f;;f:;;r if@' ~ I ~ ~fli 
f~Rif '1( """" <:~ ~ o;;:i<: ~'f f~r.f!l 
'Ii; hl1ll~ ~(~ (t~T "fnr 'for ;;nif al 
'I1l" 'J;j"'T.~J if@' il::nT I 

s<f '1'f .mif <f.,. m ~ lPITU ll1l: 
~ q;;;f o1'lT ~ f.f; il:1f ~ f.f; 
~~<i ~ 'flIT ~ il f'fo f:;r'f <iT ~il: 
~ if fst<;i1c ~q:, 'flIT 'Ii'@ Ii>: ~ 
Ni~~ CIT if@' f'l'!>T<iT lJ{ ~ lfT ~ 
~ :w,~'f ~, :O'f 'foT ~ 'liT 
<nrt[ ~ =iT if ~ ~ ~ ? if <r<T "fT'if ~ 
for'f 'lif ;:n:q; ~ eiWf ~ ~ I ~ ~ 
if;.rr q~IM"'I() ~,~ ~ ~ m '1ft 
~"l<rnr rn ~ ~ ~ 'lit ll1l: 'IiVIT 

"Iff "f~ I 

~ n: ll1l: lii1r 'liT 1J{ ~ f.f; ~~~ 
~ i'f:rr "<:f if i..fr "f~ I .q WffiCTT t f.f; 
~ ~~ ~~ '1ft ~ il:frrT 
<:Ti il:"IJTC l!'A''1fli ~T 'lfT ~r ~ 
it 'Pfj "1fT <f~ ~ ~~ ~ '¥ il:T m.r 
m'fi':~f'fi~~s~il:fl 
~ii!;'1 ~iiTI ll1l: ~ f.f; ;;roT fi~T ~ <ncr 'lit 
il:1f 'fliY ~ ~ ~ cit ~ ~ it ~ 
'lfl~ ~ I ~'f '1'f "fm ~ <r;f.t if; ~ .q 
~TT~f.f; il:1f~H~~'fiT"IJ~ qi<: 
ll1l: ~ fit;.rr!~ "lfTgm ~ '3"« it ~«\'I" 
l'jli[T<ilf '1ft ~ m'RrT ~ I 

lt7~~firJfit'fi"il:T~fiI; 
~TlvrT ~r it mfq;r ~ ~ 'IT ;;roT 'liff 
Q;i iii ~ 5m trr I ~'I'lmf'1T t f.f; q>f.t 
q-:r't ~ if.~:.t if; <rffi; ([Itt ~ I ~ 
~r ifi'lT f.f; ~ ~ "fT'if 'fl1 ~ ~ 

'fi': m ~, W <m~ ~r.t ~fq;]' ~ 
~ I S:~T m<ll<: Ii>: fiRrit "1fT l'jor} ","1l1 
if; "Ill!' ~ ~ ~T 'Iii ~ m'f ~ f.f; 
" mm ~ ~ ffr -4-' ~iTI ~ f.f; {('Ii iJ"a 
"f')'if il:frrT I ~ Cf<:il: ~ <f.;{ "1fT m'IiT<: 

'fil:T~~T~ 

W'1 i'f ~' ~T ~T 'iflf.CfT ~ f.f; H 
.rr<:T "f~T Ii>: m'fl!')<: if.t "A1<: .ri <IT<f 
.q it <:<'IT ~, '3''f 'fir (ffl~ 'fi"f.r "'T 
~.~ ;f,t I 

8hri Tangamani: Mr, Chairman, 
Sir, when the Session commenced on 
the 20th of Nevember, the hon, Min­
ister was pleased to lay a statement 
expressing his concern, The House 
was also concerned and we all expect­
ed that the discussion will be initiat­
ed by the hon, Minister himself, I 
am very sorry to say that this dis­
cussion had to be initiated by some ot 
the hon, Members of this House, 

Since the first acciden t took place 
on the 20th October, several news­
papers have come out with editorial 
comments about the weak controlling 
of this administration; and the latest 
one is the editorial in The Hindu. of 
Madras, dated the 30th November, 
1961. For want of time I only request 
the hon, Minister and the Railway 
Board to go through this very careful­
ly, One of the demands that have 
been made is not only for a judicial 
enquiry but also for an enquiry by 
a high-power committee to consider-

"How far is track maintenance 
adequate to the extra pressures to 
which tracks have been subjected 
because of heavier engines and the 
vastly increased traffic?" and 

"An independent committee con­
sisting of senior Members of Par­
liament, retired officials and re­
presentative public men, with 
special reference to travel safety 
and operational efficiency", 
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This is more or less the gist of the 
demand. This has also been demand­
ed by those who wanted this discus­
sion to start. We wanted to discuss 
the need for the appointment of 
a high-power committee to go into 
the working of the Railways with 
particular reference to accidents and 
d:inculties of administration; the need 
for judicial enquiry into the accidents 
referred to in the Statement; and the 
need to create a reassuring climate in 
the country regarding the efficient 
working of the Railways. 

In 1956 when the Ar'yalur accident 
took place, there was a judicial en­
quiry. I am very sorry to say that 
most of the points wh'ch were referred 
to by the Judge in that judicial en­
quiry have not been rectified or taken 
up seriously by the Railway Admin­
istration That will be my first sub­
nusslon. That is a serious omission 
and serious error on the part of the 
Railway Administration. 

Then the Shahnawaz Khan Commit­
tee was appointed. In their report 
also they had mentioned that there is 
a heavy percentage of overdue wagons, 
locomotives etc. on the line. I think 
it is in paragraph 168. And in para­
graph 138 they say that there was 
regu~ar want of repair materials. 
These things do continue even to this 
day. That is why, for going into the 
entire question in detail, I want that 
there should be a judicial enquiry, on 
the three major accidents that took 
place, on the 20th October, the 29th 
October and the 9th November, tak­
ing the death toll to 76. That, more 
or less, is the record which was creat­
~d in 1957-58. 

Coming to the accidents, many of 
the Calcutta papers, irrespective of 
their political affiliations, have pub­
lished in detail the evidence given by 
some of the passengers themselves. 
That may be taken into consideration. 
One point to which the han. Member, 
Shri Vajpa}"ee also referred, is the 

death of such an experienced driver 
like A. V. Rao, with 30 years of ser­
vice. He had to lay down his life. 
This very engine WP7354 has been 
subjected to severe criticism, shaH I 
say, or severe strictures by eminent 
locomotive drivers. I haVe got the 
names of all these people. They have 
complained about this very engine 
and this has been always known as 
'the mad engine'. 

Shri Ranga (Tenali): Will the hon. 
Minister enlighten Us whether this 
engine is still put into service? 

Shri Jagjivan Ram: It has been 
more Or less dismantled for the exa­
mination of the Inspector. 

Shri Tangamani: There are the 
different Schedules. Schedule I is 
about what has happened after the 
locomotive has travelled 2,000 miles; 
Schedule II is what has happened 
after 6,000 or 10,000 miles; and there 
is the MOH about what has happened 
after it has travelled 50,000 m'les. 
May I know whether any of these 
have been followed in the Kharagpur 
Loco· Shed or any of the Loco Sheds? 
That has got to be gone into in great 
detail. 

8hri Ranga: In regard to other 
engines also. 

8hri Tangamani: Having said this, 
I want to disabuse the minds of peo­
ple of sabotage. The Mover of this 
Motion also stated that sabotage is 
not possible. It is on record that first 
class passengers travelling by this 
train had said that there was no indi­
cation of that. There is also the evi­
dence of the RMS employees. They 
have said that they were carrying 
valuables and there was no attempt tG 
loot. Shri S. V. Ramaswami himself 
has stated that 15 minutes before this 
train passed this partiCUlar point there 
was a train which had gone. There 
are about 280 yards before We come 
to the main road. The preliminary 
enquiry has tried to divert the atten­
tion of people by saying that there 
was sabotage. Is it not a case of rivet­
ted rails? I would like to know whe-
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ther they were wooden sleepers or 
steel sleepers. We have to disabuse 
our minds of the question of sabotage 
because this does not appear to be 
the intention, economic or political­
'whatever it is. 

About the second accident I do share 
the feeling of the hon. Minister. In 
this accident about 16 pilgrims from 
Ceylon were killed. I am sure, the 
sentiments expressed by the hon. Min­
ister would be appreciated by the 
people of Ceylon. This happened in 
a passenger train. 

Another thing which I would like to 
mention is the wav these locomotives 
are maintained and the conditions of 
the track. Then, in the case of the 
aecond accident and the third accident, 
there has been this telescoping. In 
other words, the bogies that were 
being used were not integrated 
bog'es-integral coaches. How long 
are we going to use these trains and 
old carriages which, when telescope, 
take a heavy toll of hurnan lives? By 
what time are we going to replace 
them? It is on record now that as 
a result of telescoping, a large num­
ber of people have been killed. This 
is a point on wh'ch I want a categori­
cal reply. Naturally the hon. Members 
are very angry. 75 people were killed 
between 20th October and 9th Novem­
ber; it is a very serious thing and we 
do not want the record to go beyond 
76 by the end of this year. I also want 
to refer the hon. Minister to certain 
statements made by responsible mem­
bers of the legislature ;n Bengal. One 
such statement was made by Narayan 
Chaudhuri, an M.L.A. representing 
Kharagpur. That may be gone into. 
Several hon. Members referred to the 
question of the resignation of the Min_ 
ister or Ministers. Resignation alone 
would not solve the problem. In 1956, 
an hon. M'nister resigned and we were 
all very happy that at least the hon. 
Minister resigned and the Prime Min­
ister made a reference to thls. But 
even after the resignation things do 
not appear to haVe changed very 

much. That is the real point. Haw 
far are we going to tone up this ad­
minimat'on and also take into con­
fidence the views of those brilliant 
men who had to lay down their lives-
8hri A. V. Rao and others, very senior 
men working in the locos. In thls 
connect'on I say-though with some 
hesitancy-let the members of the 
Railway Boaed spend more time in 
India than outside. Instead of taking 
triPs to the other countries, let them 
go and spend time in various loco 
sheds and workshops. Let not Kharag­
pur be repeated in Golden Rock, in 
Perambur. If you go into the whole 
question, you will know that the very 
things which had been raised in the 
Shahnawaz Khan Committee still con­
tinue in many of the workshops. 

In conclusion, I feel that it is neces­
sary that a judicial enquiry is order­
ed into these three majo~ acddents. 
It is also necessary that a high-pow­
ered committee should go into the 
whole question of accidents and to 
tone up the administration. In con­
clusion, I would like to say, as The 
Hindu has mentioned in its editorial, 
that the assurances of the Minister 
had not allayed the fears of the MPs. 
We want to be told categorically as 
to what he proposes to do beyond what 
he has already stated when he laid 
the statement on the 20th of last 
month at the beginning of this session. 

Shrl S. M. Banerjee: Mr. Chairman, 
I associate myself with the sentiments 
expressed by my hon. friends Shri 
Tangamani, Vajpayee and Sh,i Rajin­
der Singh. Accidents in the railways, 
I may say, take place due to failure 
on the part of the hurnall elements 
employed on the operat'on of railway 
transport of failure of permanent way 
and signalling equipment Or failure of 
rolling stock. Now another reason 
had been attributed to the accident: 
sabotage but in these three accidents 
I do not think the sabotage theory has 
been proved nor has anyone been ap­
prehended for the act of sabotage. 
After the major accident at Mauri, 
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there was a good atmosphere and 
there were of course nUnor accidents. 
But after some time came the Siliguri 
accident which Shri Vittal Rao want­
ed to discuss in this House. After the 
Siliguri accident, came the Ghatsila 
accident and then the Mainpuri acci­
dent. 75-76 persons have lost their 
lives I do not know whether we 
shouid demand the resignation of the 
hon Minister. It is no USe demand­
nlg . the resignation of the Minister; if 
we are not interested in his continu­
ing, we should try our best to see he 
is defeated in the elections. But I 
would surely ask the hon. Minister to 
consider very seriously and soberly 
whether this group of pensioners in 
the Railway Board should continue 
any more. Mter netirement they are 
allowed extensions because they are 
very efficient and I do not know whe­
ther these accidents are an ugly or 
glorious manifestation of efficienCy in 
our country. Why should pensioners 
be allowed to function at the cost of 
human life? Are we not getting good 
officers? There are very gOOd officers 
who could be promoted and asked to 
do the work with efficiency. But some 
people are kept on deliberately like 
this and I do not know why, with 
what relations, they are getting along 
like this. I would request the hon. 
Minister to demand the resignation 
of the Railway Board members who 
are responsible directly. The Minister 
after all is an elected representative 
and one can make him resign. But 
the Railway Administration should be 
geared uP. The Railway Board mem­
bers must behave not in this fashion 
when the news of the accident ap­
pears, they want to wriggle out of it 
by saying that it is a sabotage. Had 
it been any other country, when acci­
dent after accident appears to be hap­
pening, not only the Members of Par­
liament but the people of the country 
would have demanded the resignation 
of the entire cabinet. But we are 
patient and generally contented. We 
do not want that people shOUld die and 
we should be only sorry for it. We 
are equally sorry for the death of the 
BUddhist p'lgrims. 
1544(Ai) LSD-G. 

What has happened to the Shah­
nawaz Committee report? Here is a 
glaring instance as to how the recom­
mendations of the Railway Accident 
Enquiry Committee has been ignored. 
He was the Chairman of the commit­
tee and in para 168 of its report the 
committee mentioned "heavy percent­
age of overdue periodical wagons are 
on line." 

What is happenin« in the coal belts? 
It is welcome that new lines are laid 
but they do not take into considera­
tion whether those box wagons or big 
engines can go in those lines safely. 
It is true that we are short of wagons 
and we want more trains, But it is 
equally necessary to consider whether 
those lines are capable of bearing 
those engines and wagons, It is a mat­
ter to be considered very seriously. 

Much has been said about the Main-
purl accident by my hon. friend 8hri 
Vajpayee and it was said that the train 
was running at more than 30 miles 
speed, I have travelled many times 
in that particular line and I feel that 
I should be happy that these passen­
«er trains are running at all, Their 
condition is so bad that it will not be 
a wonder if on some day those pas­
senger trains did not run at all, I 
think that we should not attribute 
mot;ves to the poor driver who must 
have spent a major portion of his life 
and his youllh, working for the coun­
try either as a driver of a particular 
engine or in some other capacity, If 
there is a j ud' cial enquiry it will at 
least prove whether there was sabotage 
or not and what were the factors 
which contributed or af!gravated the 
accident. A judicial enqu:ry is abso­
lutely essential. It is also high time 
that some comm'ttee is appointed 
which should formulate rules and re­
gulations relai'ng to the safety of the 
railway transport, and effecting main­
tenance of the rolling stock and per­
manent wav to a desired standard and 
for effectirig regular inspect:on over 
the Railways in respect of safety. The 
qtrestion has been very rightly put by 
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Shri Tangamani and we do not know 
what is the answer. If an engine is not 
working properly and a driver says that 
he is not going to have that engine, 
he is given a chargesheet. The hon. 
Minister wanted such instances. I can 
give him many instances. If the train 
is late due to bad coal Or due to other 
reasons, he is asked to 20 and reach 
the destination in time. Much has 
been said in this House about the late 
running of the trains. The time table 
has been adjusted in a particular way. 
Suppose a train starts from Delhi at 
a particular time. Supposing it is to 
reach Howrah at 10 A.M., it must reach 
Howrah exactly at 10 A.M. If the train 
is late in between, that is not taken 
into account. The driver should see 
that train reaches at 10 A.M., whether 
with less passengers, or more passen­
gers, whether with driver or without 
driver. Drivers have a genuine com­
plaint that they are made to work like 
thi, and certain factors which are res­
ponsible for the accidents are not 
satisfactorily attended to and there is 
no proper supervision over mainten­
ance of rolling stock. 

Of course, we cannot get back the 
lives of thOSe who have been killed 
in these accidents; but we should try 
and see that such accidents do not take 
place in future. I once again associate 
myself with the sentiments expressed 
by my hon. friends and earnestly re­
quest the hon. Minister to consider 
seriously whether this group of pen­
sinoners should be allowed to be in 
the Railway Board Or whether they 
should not be made to res! gn and that 
will be good for the railway employees, 
whether of class II or class III, because 
they cannot share the responsibility 
of the Board. 

Mr. Chairman: The House will now 
take up Private Members' Business. 

Shrl T. 8. Vittal Rao: I have a sub­
mission to make. In view of the im-

Workers (Imp1"ovement 
of Working Conditiom) 

Bill 

pottant nature of the discussion, I re­
quest that more time may be allotted 
for this, because many more Mem­
bers want to participate. We need 
not adhere rigidly to the rules. 

Mr. Chairman: That wHl be con­
sidered the next day by the Speaker. 

14.32 hrs. 

HINDU SUCCESSION (AMEND­
MENT) BILL" 

(INSERTION OF NEW SECTION 23A) BY 

SHRl AJIT SINGH SARHADI 

Shrl Ajit Singh Sarhadi (Ludhiana): 
I beg to move for leave to introduce 
a Bill further to amend the Hindu 
Succession Act, 1956. 

Mr. Chairman: The question is: 

"That leave be granted to intro­
duce a Bill further to amend the 
Hindu Succession Act, 1956." 

The motion was adopted. 

Shri Ajit Singh Sarhadi: Sir, in-
troduce the Bill. 

FILM INDUSTRY WORKERS (IM­
PROVEMENT OF WORKING CON­

DITIONS) BILL" 
By SHRl GORAY 

ShrI Goray (Poona): Sir, I beg to 
move for leave to introduce a Bill to 
provide machinery for fixation of 
wages and for improvement of work­
ing conditions of workers in the Film 
Industry. 

Mr. Chairman: The question is: 

"That leave be granted to intro­
duce a Bill to provide machinery 
for fixation of wages for improve­
ment of working conditions of 
workers in the Film Industry." 

The motion was adopted. 

Publ'shed in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part II-section 2 dated 




